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Retraction Note: Production of viable chicken by allogeneic
transplantation of primordial germ cells induced from
somatic cells

Ruifeng Zhao, Qisheng Zuo, Xia Yuan, Kai Jin, Jing Jin, Ying Ding, Chen Zhang ,
Tingting Li, Jingyi Jiang, Jiancheng Li, Ming Zhang , Xiang Shi, Hongyan Sun,
Yani Zhang, Qi Xu, Guobin Chang, Zhenhua Zhao, Bing Li, Xinsheng Wu,
Yang Zhang, Jiuzhou Song, Guohong Chen & Bichun Li

The authors have retracted this article. In this article, we reported that chicken embryo fibro-
blasts (CEFs) could be transdifferentiated to primordial germ cells (PGCs) and used to generate
viable offspring after transplantation to chicken embryos. After publication, it was brought to
our attention (byMarie-Cecile van de Lavoir and Philip Leighton of Omniab, Inc., MikeMcGrew
and Helen Sang of the Roslin Institute, and Benjamin Schusser of Technical University of
Munich) that some of the analyses to support our conclusions regarding the origin of offspring
were insufficient. Specifically, self-crossing, microsatellite and feather color data were thought
to be inconclusive evidence that the offspring were donor derived. No concerns were raised
regarding data integrity. However, additional review by two external experts concurred with
the concerns raised, and we acknowledge that alterations to the experimental design would
have allowed the origin of offspring to be determined with less ambiguity. The authors are
performing further experiments and intend to submit a newmanuscript for peer review in due
course. All authors agree to this retraction.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or
format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a
link to the Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other
third party material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the article’s
Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regulation or
exceeds the permitted use, youwill need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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Check for updates
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