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Pediatric urologists are dealing with urogenital anomalies
on a daily basis, often involving also the gonads and
sometimes being part of very rare or syndromal conditions.
Besides performing urogenital reconstructive surgery we
aim to provide children a holistic care until adulthood (at
least): Aspects of sexuality and fertility therefore must play
an integral role in pediatric urology.

Yet, as most pediatric urologists mainly are treating
children, with the larger part of the necessary (surgical)
interventions being indicated and performed during young
ages, sexuality as well as fertility might sometimes take a
back seat in daily clinical routine. At the time, when these
concerns become more important to the adolescent and
young adult patients, they are also entering the critical and
difficult phase of so-called “transition”, often involving a
disruption in care with a multitude of associated problems
and again with a potential risk of not emphasizing sexuality
and fertility enough [1, 2]. Clearly, it is our responsibility to
not allow for these important issues to get “lost in transi-
tion” (c Hettel [2]).

Inversely, the scope of pediatric sexual medicine is much
larger than pediatric urology and not only touching to those
we operate: the topics covered in the papers presented
herein relate to pediatric endocrinology, psychology, and
andrology as well as to rare topics and diseases in pediatric

urology and surgery. This reflects how such problems often
need to be addressed in an interdisciplinary way in order to
obtain an optimal result for each patient.

In this special issue, we aimed to spotlight some
aspects in the large spectrum of pediatric sexual medicine
in conjunction with commonplace pediatric urological
conditions as well as such being encountered once in a
blue moon—with our premise being to give also space to
(seemingly) marginal topics and out of the box
perspectives.

A series of articles address outcomes of reconstructive
surgical procedures and their underlying conditions:

While a circumcision might seem a banal intervention at
first glance, it is worthwhile to review its potential con-
sequences on the sexual life—with the review article by
Beatriz Banuelos providing a broad overview [3].

In another narrative review, Murat Gul et al. provide a
comprehensive outline of the literature on sexuality and
fertility outcomes after hypospadias surgery highlighting
clinically relevant insights as well as the inherent problems
of the available data [4].

Celine Sinatti et al. are reporting about long-term sexu-
ality outcomes in exstrophy patients—a diverse patient
group with complex problems on the background of often
numerous surgical interventions [5].

By means of an interview with experts in the field as well
as a patient group representative, Beatriz Banuelos
et al. tackle the sexual problems of patients who underwent
augmentation surgery for neurogenic bladder emptying
problems in childhood [6].

Only in rare cases, often in the context of complex
urogenital malformations, where penile reconstruction to an
extent allowing for adequate sexual function is not feasible,
phalloplasties are the last resort for these boys and men:
Celine Sinatti et al. looked back into their unique experience
and report about long-term outcomes [7].

James Rague addresses the topic of testicular torsion
with a focus on the danger for the loss of a testis and
therefore a potential hazard to fertility [8].
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Zinner’s Syndrome is a rare diagnosis, however, its
potential implications on fertility are real and should be
addressed, as emphasized in the review article featuring a
case study by Aybike Hofmann [9].

Sexuality also touches to indications of ritual, not
medically indicated genital procedures in children: In
order to address this topic from an uncommon angle,
Brian Earp and colleagues discuss the potential implica-
tions —also for male circumcision—and the ethical
background of the current female genital mutilation policy
of the WHO [10].

One of the most difficult situations in daily clinical
practice is a suspicion of a child having been
sexually abused: Manuela Hiess is giving an overview
including practical tips on how to approach these children
best [11].

Gender dysphoria and gender diversity in children
certainly poses a major challenge to not specialized clin-
icans: Karlien D’Hondt and colleagues provide a useful
and most interesting insight into their experiences in this
field with useful take outs that are applicable in clinical
routine [12].

While the surgical treatment of children with differences
of sex development (DSD) and its indications has been
much discussed during the last years, their—and their
families—needs in respect to psychosocial care and coun-
seling are highlighted in a comprehensive article including a
survey by Katinka Schweizer and colleagues [13]. The data
on which this article is based on, date from 2015. Since
then, the discussion about DSD evolved in many respects:
these results and their discussion are not only an interesting
read but also put the current efforts and controversies into
perspective.

To summarize, this has turned out to become a very
diverse collection of articles. In our opinion this might be a
great opportunity to take a peek beyond one’s own nose.

At last, it remains to acknowledge the dedicated and
great work of all those writing, reviewing and processing
these articles as well as to the members of the EAU Young
Academic Urologists (YAU) working group on pediatric
urology, who were involved in brainstorming potential
topics as well as contributing articles.

Our gratitude belongs to Ege Can Serefoglu, the editor in
chief of IJIR for his faith in our guest editorship and for
providing us with the unique opportunity to compile this
special issue and to Hodan Omar, who patiently assisted us
during the process.

We sincerely hope you will enjoy reading it as much as
we did editing.
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