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To the Editor:
We read with interest the article by M. Al-Zubaidy et al. [1] and

would like to clarify the correct usage of the Caduceus and
Asclepius (or Aesculapius) symbols.
Al-Zubaidy et al. utilised the Caduceus, which is often used in

place of the Rod of Asclepius despite their very different
meanings. The Caduceus is the staff of Hermes, the messenger
god [2], and has been mistaken for the Rod of Asclepius, a symbol
of medicine for over a hundred years. Hermes was a patron of
negotiation, trade, and commerce [3]; his trusty staff, the
Caduceus, came to be a symbol for the god himself and is seen
printed on Roman coins.
Caduceus is a symbol with an often-winged staff entwined by

two serpents surmounted by wings. The Rod of Asclepius is a
symbol with a rod entwined by only one serpent. The Rod of
Asclepius belongs to the Greek god of healing and medicine,
Asclepius [3]. For over one hundred years the Caduceus has been
wrongly used as a medical symbol due to its visual similarities with
the Rod of Asclepius (Fig. 1).
The Caduceus was first documented being incorrectly used as a

medical symbol in the 1850s when it was applied to US Army
hospital stewards [4]. A survey in 1992 found 76% of US hospitals
were likely to misuse the Caduceus, while Shetty et al. found that
only 6% of doctors were aware that the Rod of Asclepius was the
true symbol of healing [5].
In the United States it is common to see the Caduceus used as a

symbol of medicine e.g., on the flag of the US Surgeon General
(Fig. 2). In 1902 the Caduceus was added to the uniforms of US
army medical officers.

The Montegrappa “Medical Pen” line features the Caduceus
while acknowledging the Rod of Asclepius on their website
(Fig. 2).
We found no instances where the Rod of Asclepius was

mistaken for the Caduceus.
The Caduceus is correctly used by the Customs Agency of

Bulgaria, the Financial Administration of the Slovak Republic, and
the Chinese Customs.
Finally, we are delighted to note that the British Medical

Association and World Health Organization correctly use the Rod
of Asclepius in their logos (Fig. 2).

Mohammed Muhtaseb 1✉ and Aaya Muhtaseb2
1Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon at Cwm Taf Morgannwg University

Health Board and Visiting Professor of Cornea, Cataract and
Refractive Surgery at University of South Wales, Cardiff, United
Kingdom. 2Howell’s School Llandaff, Cardiff, United Kingdom.

✉email: mohammed03@gmail.com

REFERENCES
1. Al-Zubaidy M, Ghareeb A, Mostafa I, Mehta A, Murphy D, Sadiq S, et al. Infographic:

residual intraretinal oedema after 25-guage vitrectomy and macular pucker
removal: Is intraoperative sustained-release dexamethasone a real treatment
option? Eye. 2022;36:5–6.Fig. 1 The Caduceus (left) and the Rod of Asclepius (right).

Fig. 2 A Montegrappa “Medical Pen” (left); the flag of the US
Surgeon General (top right); the symbol of the World Health
Organization (lower right).

Received: 10 March 2022 Revised: 23 March 2022 Accepted: 28 March 2022
Published online: 12 April 2022

www.nature.com/eye

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
0
()
;,:

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1038/s41433-022-02054-x&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1038/s41433-022-02054-x&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1038/s41433-022-02054-x&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1038/s41433-022-02054-x&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41433-022-02054-x
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6208-9088
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6208-9088
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6208-9088
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6208-9088
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6208-9088
mailto:mohammed03@gmail.com
www.nature.com/eye


2. ncbi. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6913859/. Accessed 6th March
2022.

3. artandobject. https://www.artandobject.com/news/caduceus-isnt-medical-symbol-
you-think-it. Accessed 6th March 2022.

4. civilwarmed. https://www.civilwarmed.org/newlogo/. Accessed 6th March 2022.
5. ncbi. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4190767/. Accessed 26th

March 2022.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
Prof Mohammed Muhtaseb conceived the original idea of the Letter, guided
the search for data and assisted with revision of the manuscript. Miss Aaya
Muhtaseb contributed to the design of the Letter, conducted the search for data and
information used to compile the Letter, composed the letter including citing of
references, and made revisions leading up to submission. Both authors approved the
final version and agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work.

FUNDING
No funding was provided in relation to this paper.

COMPETING INTERESTS
The authors declare no competing interests.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to Mohammed
Muhtaseb.

Reprints and permission information is available at http://www.nature.com/
reprints

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims
in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Correspondence

2227

Eye (2022) 36:2226 – 2227

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6913859/
https://www.artandobject.com/news/caduceus-isnt-medical-symbol-you-think-it
https://www.artandobject.com/news/caduceus-isnt-medical-symbol-you-think-it
https://www.civilwarmed.org/newlogo/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4190767/
http://www.nature.com/reprints
http://www.nature.com/reprints

	Caduceus and Asclepius: A Tale of two Rods
	Author contributions
	Funding
	Competing interests
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION




