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TO THE EDITOR
Thank you to the authors of the article ‘Is undergraduate
ophthalmology teaching in the United Kingdom still fit for
purpose?’ for an interesting perspective on how to improve the
undergraduate student experience within ophthalmology [1]. The
authors conclude that the use of technology and blended learning
within undergraduate ophthalmology teaching will improve the
knowledge and engagement of students. I believe it is also worth
noting that the blended approach to teaching, rather than
previous didactic formats, may also increase awareness and
interest in ophthalmology as a career.
It is known that future career choices are influenced by the

length of experience within a specialty at medical school [2]. As an
Undergraduate Clinical Teaching Fellow, I can appreciate the
immense impact COVID-19 has had on medical education. Medical
schools during the pandemic suspended clinical placement and
face-to-face teaching [3]. When students did return to hospitals,
emphasis was on catching up with core medical and surgical
placements. Although clinical placements have now recom-
menced, opportunities are still limited. Some Trusts are unable
to run full ophthalmology theatre lists and may be running clinics
under increased time pressure. Consequently, medical students
have had very little educational exposure to ophthalmology over
the past 18 months. There are some medical students that may
never even get to see the most commonly performed surgical
procedure in the United Kingdom; a cataract operation [4].
Blended learning techniques help address the likely long-term

impact of COVID-19 on ophthalmological exposure and subse-
quent interest in the specialty. It is likely to increase interest in
those considering it as a career choice, but also those within allied
specialties that frequently treat ophthalmological patients; for
example, general practitioners who may then consider extended
ophthalmology roles.
By adopting technology within blended learning, it is likely to

attract more technologically inclined applicants. As technology

continues to play an increasing role in healthcare provision, this
passion within a workforce is likely to become hugely beneficial in
advancing the specialty.
To conclude, adopting a blended learning approach in

ophthalmology undergraduate education is likely to improve
medical students’ interest in the specialty and subsequent career
choice.
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