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The Editors are retracting this article because of concerns with a
number of figures. An investigation by the University of Milan
confirmed that:

● The same vinculin bands for lanes 2–11 in Fig. 3b are used for
vinculin lanes 1–10 in Fig. 5b, but the lysates are claimed to
derive from different cell types.

● Vinvulin bands in Fig. 3d had been used to represent vinculin
in a different experiment published in [1].

● In Fig. 4a, vinculin band in lane 2 is the same as vinculin band
lane 2 in Fig. 4b; in Fig. 4a, the vinculin band in lane 7 is the
same as that in lane 9 but it has been stretched horizontally; in
Fig. 4b, vinculin bands in lanes 4 and 6 are the same.

● In Fig. 5b, vinculin bands in lanes 2, 3, & 4 are the same as
those in lanes 8, 9, & 10.

● In Fig. 4b, vinculin bands are the same as those that appear
representing different experiments in other publications
namely [2–4].

● The vinculin bands in Fig. 5b had previously been used to
represent those of a different experiment published in [5].

● Vinculin bands in Fig. 6b were used to represent vinculin in a
different experiment published in Fig. 9b in [6].

The Editors therefore no longer have confidence in the data.

Maria Alfonsina Desiderio disagrees with this retraction. Paola
Bendinelli, Paola Maroni and Emanuela Matteucci have not
responded to any correspondence from the editor/publisher
about this retraction.
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