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The Chevalier Dubois de Chemant
1753-1833) and a failure to recover fees owed

By Helen Nield, Head of Library and Knowledge Services, BDA, London, UK

roblems with getting patients to pay for work done are

not new. In February 1826 the dentist, Nicolas Dubois de

Chemant took Lord Egerton, the Earl of Bridgewater to court
in Paris for failing to pay him what he felt was his due. Unfortunately,
de Chemant had not invoiced him or given him a fee scale, but
instead relied on the Earl’s generosity matching up with what he felt
his services were worth. The following report is taken from an English
newspaper, The News published on 19 February 1826 (Fig. 1).! Lord
Egerton played the court to a tee...

“The Court having ordered the parties to appear before them in
person, Lord Egerton was led [in] supported upon the arms of two
stout men. He seemed to be in a state of great suffering, and was
accommodated with a chair. On the President asking M. Dubois de
Chemant on what grounds he claimed 15,000 francs (6251.) from
the noble foreigner? The dentist replied — Mr. President, it is I, who
during fifteen, nay eighteen months, have watched over (ai veille) the
mouth of Monseigneur. I have furnished him with one, two, three,
four, five, six, and seven ratebers (sets of teeth), and have, moreover,
paid him a hundred visits. Now, for all that I have received as yet
but five thousand francs, and I think there is nothing immoderate in
demanding fifteen thousand francs more’

He goes on to say that Lord Egerton engaged him to leave England and
follow him to France as he was ‘a man necessary to his jaws’ and ‘in order
to give him all the attention he required...I abandoned every thing’

The President of the tribunal asks him how much he charges for each
set of teeth and each visit to which he replies, “There is no fixed price, it
is according to the fortune of the patient. His Lordship has no reason to
complain, for all the members of his family, who confided their mouth
to me, have paid me as high a price as that which I ask from him’ On
again being asked, ‘Did you not agree upon a fixed price?” Dubois
responds, ‘No, Sir, I trusted to the generosity of Monseigneur? Already
showing which way his sympathies lie the President comments, ‘Yes,
you trusted to his generosity, in case it should surpass your hopes!” and
asks Lord Egerton to ‘explain the facts’

Due to a ‘paralytic affection’ the Earl can only whisper to his private
secretary who then speaks for him. The proceedings continue with his
reply: “This pretended dentist having been brought by his own affairs
into France, came and offered his services to my Lord, whose jaw he
knew by reputation... He furnished him with three sets of teeth, and
not seven, as he pretends. Moreover, these sets of teeth were so bad
(his Lordship corroborated this assertion, by frequently nodding his
head) that Lord Egerton never made use of them. - He thought he
paid sufficiently dear, in giving 100L. sterling a piece for them, and
besides he offered a sum of 2,507 francs, to avoid litigating the affair

The counsel for M. Dubois de Chemant then rose to describe the
pre-eminence of his client as the inventor of mineral (porcelain)

520

teeth. In fact, porcelain teeth were invented by an apothecary, Alexis
Duchéateux (1714 to 1792) but de Chemant refined, experimented
and worked on the recipe until his mineral paste teeth were perfected,

practical and long-lasting with a special spring attachment (Fig. 2)

so that they could, apparently, even be used when eating. On being

presented with these ultimate dentures in 1789, the Académie des

Sciences interviewed a selection of the dentist’s noble patients,

reporting back positively on its findings. Following this and similar

reports by the Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Physic of Paris
he received a royal patent from King Louis XVI. However, a litigious

episode led to him settling more or less permanently in England
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“This is the age of cant”—Lord Byzox.

ot, is char

ion of master and servar wged
e s ot ud s acted 19
‘our bread”—Parson IRVING's Sermon.

Wit the destinics may have in. reserve, for this
< spoiled child” of the nations of the earth (England),
e know not; but there is a cloud banging over us
that puzzles the wisest, and appals the boldest.

Tt way perhaps be laid down asa maxim in morals,
that * misfortunes make men superstitions ” but we
‘must leae onr philosophers to account for the extra-
ordinary  circumstance that men throw away the
Tights of reason as they approach gloom and dark-
ness. They make their own reverses, and then attri-

' bute them to some terrific power whom they clothe

with more than demoniacal attributes; and n the
operations of whose horrible agency they discern
pestilence and desolation and death.
“Dhe celebrated Parson Ivyc, of Hatton-garden Cal-
vinism, has conceived that the present period of trou-
Ble and dismay, might serve asa karvest to him—if he
descended from the upper skies of his doctrine, and
applied the decrees of Providence to the inconsistent
and bungling legislation of men: urging, in the
spitit of 2 bliud fanaticism, that the Creator of the
Universe was the inunediate cause of the overwhela-
ing distress of the times! The Divine Providence
must, in‘consequence, have beenthe editor of The
Edinburgh Review: the author of Mr. HUsKIssoN's
new Theory of Trade, had a hand in the 7z on the
Banks; and is about to be the Tuporter of French
Silks, &, &e.

.
The wise men of England, and the sages of Ea- | 1

rope; quoth Mr. TaviN, in a late sermon, said that
the. strength of England  lay i her commercial
prosperity  but to convince the world.of his great
error,—“Behold! this staff and stay of our right
Tand, the Abighty shosk in'a day, and it bent like
a reed shaken with the wind

When the Evangelist suys “ There shall be signs
in the Sm, and in the Moon, and i the Stars,” we
‘may conoeive them to be sensible to all men: but of
what © signs” is  the distress of nations,” escept
of the folly, or vice of their rulers: and here the
Reverend Gentleman's rebuke might be made more
in point, when he says we arc “mocked and mal-
ireated by men who eat owr bread.”

Tt appears that among the causes in aid of the
“ runs on the Banks,”—the breaking wp of confi-
dewce betsween mau and man,—and the general fat-
ness of Trade,—we must reckon— the dissemina-
tion of infidel principles, and the propagation of
evolutionary doctrines” But we_have as mwuch

order: something like the old lady’s eyes, as deseribed
in the Castle Spectre; for he perceives “not only
that which is, but that which is nof.” This Reverend
Libeller, who is slandering the middle and lower
classes of the people, dares not breathe a syllable
against the vice and profligacy of the higher orders:
nor dares he to neme a single print, as a vehicle of|

infidel writings: or he would soon find himself in | upon

the situation of a convicted libeller—for it has been

with
held by one of our Judges, that heavy damages would | Fi(h ® chair. Dn the Bresicent aski

lie against any man who atfacked the Christian cha-

racter of a citizen, without being able to place an | —]

adequate justification on the record. To what then
does all this thundering charge of infidel writings,
by Mr. Ixvixc, amount? - Why to the branding with

SINGULAR TRIAL.

DE CHEMANT 2. LORD EGERFON.*

a
On_the 2 instan, a cause was heard before the
Fifth Chamber of the Tribunal of First Instance, at

Paxis, in which M. Dubois de Chemant was the plain- -
&ff, and Loid Egerton fendant. _The Court
baving ordered appear before them in
person, Lord Egerton was led into Court, supported
Gpon the.arms of wo n. He ssemed to be
inastafe of great suffcring, and was uccommodated
resident asking M. Duboisde

(6251) from the noble foreigner? The dentist repliod
M. Presi i

dent, it is L, who during fifteen, nay cigh-

the name of infidel, all Clristians who are more | visi

liberal than himsell: all men of ‘practical charity,
and of humble hope: with whose more simple and
‘more holy faith, the arrogance of assuming to divine
the objects of Providence, and to dispenso cternal
blosscdness and eternal punishment, would not co-
exist. Butit is thus that ignorance and fanaticism,
would make common cause with political misrule, in.
order to awe nations from the path of knowledge and
freedom—to which true and intelligible Christianity
would lead. Any thing that would stay or turn back
the moral and political advances of the times, is
Statocraft or Priestoraft, To tear the mask from such
swolves in sheep’s clothing, is nof the act of infidels:
it is dictated by the precepts of Christianity itsell,
wihich hath, in such various ways, warned us of
“ false prophets.”

Tt would appear from the prophetical judgments of
this oracle'of the dingy conventicle of Haiton-garden,
that_the Deity was the supporter of the  Tufidel

rince” (Boxararte) til be married the daughter of
the Emperor of Ausiria! and here he became wed-

ded to the Popish Clurch—* having forsaken the | js

purposes FOR WHICH he was raised up.? Provi-
dence must_thercfore have been deceived in Boxs-
eaRzE: and must likewise ‘have communicated, in
some way or other, this very important fact to Mr.
Tnvixo, We have likewise a new notion in politics,
about the Peninsular War: for the English were, it
appears, sent by Gob to pionish the Spaniards, by
making their country the seat of 4 seven years' war,
&c.&e. They were punished therefore by the ex-
pulsion of BoxararTe's troops: and by the intro-
duction of the Legitimates—but all on the score of!
their abomifable and wicked church. Here likewise,
Providence had “ our Captains and Horsemen,” in
“training,” for the great battle of Waterloo! From
the glory of that hattle we have been led to thick
‘more of our own merits than “ of (ke Lord’s:” and
for  this—Sixty Banks have. been broken—some
thousands of Bills of Exclange have boen returned,
protested and dish -d—M

right to inquire iato the causes of this i
of evil principles, as we have to éxplore and trace
any ofher effects: and here perhaps the vices and the
Bypocrisy of the Clergy, and the tyranny of Princes,
‘might come in for their. share of  the signs of the
times? If the Priests are so far to depart from pure
and primitive Christianity, us to mix up’ religions
causes, intheir pretended operation on political af-
fairs, it were better to unite the two_ professions at
once, and then let the professors battle it out. If
‘the Lay-Brotherhood, or it might be the Pay-Bro-
therhood, shall connive at this irruption of the
Priests, in secular interests, under the cloak of pro-
phecy, —the Monarch's, Senator’s, Warrior's < occe-
pation's gone:? and Profestantism may yet give
birth to darker days than any yet disclosed, in
‘modern or in_ ancieat history, of which we have re-
cord,—orl or witten. Every thing is now deaounced
s infidelity, which docs not minister in some shape
or another to the overgrown trade of the Clergr.—
M. Tavrs says,
« perceive now, as at 3’”» m:::,;f;r ;:;:; goare of
ikdelity couching amoug
ity appears in the
4 \works of sentiment - it s built up jnto a system of morals,
« and advocated in the daily and weekly Journals.”

Mr. Tvio's perceplions axé certainly of the finest
.

with ablind commercial policy and 200,000 persons,
in the lower ranks of e, deprived of their employ,
and abndoned o poverty, fumine, and despair!—
without anyiitness or dependancy in noral cases,
but in spite of them :—thongh we were at the same
time the © sanctuary of Christendom ! and through
the purity of our Church, the continents of Europe
and of Asia are to sink in the double desolation of|
darkness and rain.

I this were merely nonsense,—and members of the
Cabinet and of the Parliament, regarded it as such,
—it might be left to its fate: but it is part and parcel
of the worming cant of the day, that would mislead
the judgment of the people from the real enemies of
Christiavity, und of the repose of nations. We have
no infidelity so bad as this,—no revolutionary doc-
trine half so dangerous as this,—the cuauing hypo-
crisy of the apostles of the powers of darkness,—to
use somethin like a phrase of their own.

| The, planct Saturnis o his ime the favourite ob- |
ject with star gazers, its two concentric rings being

Just now unusually ‘moon made

§irst | 3 near apulse to this planet on Thursday evening.

Several hiouses have lately been broken open, and
others atterpted, in the neighbourhood of Bedford-
Sauure and Gomer sireet.

Huskissox seized | U1

five thousand francs, and I think there is nothing im-
‘moderate in demndins Biftcen thousand fran's more.
Lord Egerton engaged me to quit England, and fol.
low him into France. cessary to his

(etais mecessa choire) ; he
‘wished to attach me to him, andin order to give him oll
the attention he required (as you may perceive) I aban-
doned every thing.

Presient—How
set of teeth, and each visit 2—There is no fixed price,
itis according to the fortune of the potient. His
Lordship has no réason to complain, for all the mem-
bers of his family, who confided their mouths to me,
have paid me as higha price as thet  which I ask
from him.

Presment—Did yon notagree upon fixed price ?
—No, Sir, I trasted to the generosity of Monscig-
nour.

mach do_you_charge for each

PrEsmext—Yes, you trusted to his zencrosityyin
ease it should_surpass your hopes!—(Lord Egerfon
moved upon his chair and swiled) Lord Egerton,

have tle goodness to explain the facts. >

His Lordsliip being nnable, from a paralytic affec-
tion, to_speak alond, whispered to his private secre-
tary, who was in attendance on bim 5

‘The Secretary then stated to the Court the commu-
ication of his Lordship. ~This pretended dentist
having been brought by his ovm affars into France,
came and offered fis services fo my Lort 2
he knew by reputation (dont il connasit la machoire
de reputation.) He furnished him with three sets of
teeth, and not seven, as ho_pretends.

ead) that Lord Egerlon never made use of them.—
He dhought he paid sucienly dear, in giving 1001
sterling a picce for thern, and besideshe ofored a sum.
of 2,5 to avoid litigating the affar.

e dentist’s coinsel then fose, and said— Gen-
tlemen, the demand of M. de Chemant may at first
‘appear exorbitant. but a knowledge of the facts will
prove fo you that itis « very modest one” Tho
Counsel after stating that his “chient was the inventor
of mineral teeth, thus continued, “ Lord Egerton

exhausted the efforts of all the men of art; he saw
in M. de Chemant the Providence that was to relieve
him. e made him come over from England and at-
tached him, it may i i
considerable nos
payment  To give

counsel, * is well kuown for the perfection of his mi-
neral teeth> (No, no, criet Egerton, shaking
i ut, gendemen, 1 shall tell you what

troubled the harmony that
tween his Lordsliip and my clienf. One day M. Che-
‘mant coming to visit Lord Egerton, said, ¢ Monscig-
neur, [ am in very bad spirits to-day, for my son has
been attacked with u firvre rouge.’ At these words
his. Lordship rose from his casy chiirand eried out
with allbis Torce * help! belp . Hi i

the number of forty, T

« distant apartment.
ship, in order to purify his servants, who had been
pollated by the sight of the father of a sick child,
ordered them to tear off their clothes, asiif they bad.
been infected with the plagus. This was the cansé of
the roptare. In a word, more than a hundred visits
of several hours' duration each, the incalcalable sa-
crifice made by my client, who quitted England to
benefit his Lordship, and the furnishing six or seven

ad reigned 5o long be-

* Thus, this nobleman is desigoated in the Frech
He is however the Earl of Bridgewater,
o

reign. manzers with him. better tkan the fogs 2ad

-
Homely customs of kis natice constry.—(Ed. Neis.)

Fig. 1 The News (London), 19 February 1826. Courtesy of the BDA Museum
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4 in 1792, receiving a 14-year patent as the exclusive manufacturer
of ‘mineral paste teeth’ Nevertheless, as this court case indicates he
seems to have returned to Paris around 1825 where he practised at 7
Rue Vivienne.>**

The News resumes with de Chemant’s counsel: “To give you an idea
of the importance that his Lordship attached to the skill and attention
of the dentist, it will suffice to tell you that he promised to indemnify
him for a loss of 200,000 francs, which the
failure of the famous banker Fauntleroy had
caused him. M. de Chemant...is well known
for the perfection of his mineral teeth (No,
no, cried Lord Egerton, shaking his head.)
‘But, gentlemen, I shall tell you what troubled
the harmony that had reigned so long
between his Lordship and my client. One day M. de Chemant coming
to visit Lord Egerton, said ‘Monseigneur, I am in very bad spirits
to-day, for my son has been attacked with a fievre rouge. At these
words his Lordship rose from his easy chair and cried out with all
his force, “help! help!” His domestics, to the number of forty, rushed
in and hurried him into a distant apartment. This was not all; for his
Lordship, in order to purify his servants, who had been polluted by

Fig. 2 Plate showing de Chemant's mineral paste teeth from A Dissertation on
Artificial Teeth. Evincing the Advantages of Teeth Made of Mineral Paste, Over Every
Denomination of Animal Substance. J. Barker, 1797. Courtesy of the BDA Library
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the sight of the father of a sick child, ordered them to tear off their
clothes, as if they had been infected with the plague. This was the
cause of the rupture’

After deliberating the judgment was that ‘as Lord Egerton formally
denies having received a hundred visits, and only acknowledges those
necessary for fitting in the sets of teeth, the tribunal declares that the
2,507f. 50c. paid into Court, is a sufficient answer to the action, and

‘de Chemant refined, experimented and worked
on the recipe until his mineral paste teeth were
perfected, practical and long-lasting’

orders M. de Chemant to give a receipt in full for the sum of 2,507f.
50c. which is a large and generous remuneration’

M. de Chemant did not give up the fight so easily. On 11 August
1826, the Morning Post reported on the results of an appeal that he
had lodged with the Cour Royale.” The results were not favourable.
Statements made by his counsel were said to be ‘totally void of
proof, and must have appeared to every one present...to be without
foundation, in fact, in law, or in common sense’ Unfortunately, the
enraged dentist had spent the time between February and August
penning a memoire® which he had had ‘the ill-judged audacity to
distribute in the coffee-houses, reading-rooms and other public places
- alibel, casting the most injurious and unjustifiable reflections on the
character and conduct of his Lordship...with a view of intimidating
his Lordship into a compliance with [his] exorbitant demands’ Lord
Egerton demanded not only the suppression of this defamatory text
but damages which he said would be paid to Charity. The Court
declared that ‘in addition to the disgracefulness of a professional
man’s exposing, with irony and ridicule, the infirmities which he was
called in to relieve, Dubois de Chemant has heaped up calumnious
imputations on the morals of the defendant. The judgment was that
the memoire be suppressed and that M. de Chemant should pay
damages of 1,000 francs plus all costs.

Possibly as a result of this case the pioneering prosthetic dentist
returned to England in 1827,” handing over his London practice to his
son, Adolphus Dubois two years later.® In 1833, a brief unremarkable
notice in the papers reported his death, ‘On the morning of the 25% of
October, in the 81% year of his age, Mr Nicholas Dubois De Chemant,
Esq. at his house, 2, Frith Street, Soho square’® ®
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