
For £1, they purchased, from the Church 
in Wales, a small church threatened with 
demolition. Bernard first repaired the windows 
to exclude nesting birds. He erected scaffolding 
and brought down the big bell, which they took 
for restoration to the Whitechapel Bell Foundry.

Before retirement, Bernard bought a 
dilapidated, thatched, cottage near Bedford. For 
Susan, it was a restoration too far. After it was 
sold, he contented himself with woodworking in 
his workshop at the top of their house.

Bernard and Susan were very hospitable, their 
wonderful cooking said to make memorable 
evenings. When Bernard retired, he loved 
finding new recipes, sourcing ingredients at 
local markets and cooking.

With all of these activities, it is amazing he 
found time for dentistry.

Bernard’s achievements seem amazing 
knowing that for years he combated ill health. 
After becoming head of conservative dentistry at 
UMDS, he won a battle with lymphoma. Bernard 
was gung-ho about every available treatment: he 
had bone marrow harvests, radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy. Between two cancers, he had 
one knee replaced. By the time pancreatic cancer 
was diagnosed, balance and walking were major 
problems, so they moved in his final year from 
their five-storeys to a single-storey home near 
Oxford. He died on 2 November 2016.

Postscript

Bernard was a man of great integrity: ‘if he 
considered something was wrong, wild horses 
would not make him budge’.13 Students regarded 
him as an inspirational teacher and he had a 
great interest in the curriculum. Bernard was a 
wise, caring counsel, influencing many students 
and colleagues with his excellent advice. He 
sometimes advised a change in career direction, 
not easy to provide. Many people benefited from 
his suggestions.

Leslie Howe, his former student at the RDH and 
later consultant, head of conservative dentistry and 
director of education at King’s College London, 
said ‘Bernard was a major influence on me and a 
wonderful mentor for my career’. He went on: ‘I 
don’t think we understood as undergraduates in 
the mid-1970s how advanced the thinking was at 
the Royal in general and especially in conservative 
dentistry with Bernard and his colleagues Edwina 
Kidd and Ian Barnes’.
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Fig. 6  The renovated cottage
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