
On 1 October 2022, James Green was awarded 
the Orthodontic Technicians Association 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to the 
Field of Orthodontic Technology.

James trained as a dental technician at 
Barts and the London, Queen Mary’s School 
of Medicine and Dentistry, in association 
with Lambeth College and qualified in 2001. 
This was followed by a vocational training 
year at the Royal London Hospital and two 
years based at the Eastman Dental Hospital. 
He currently works as a Maxillofacial and 
Dental Laboratory Manager for Great 
Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) in London 
and Broomfield Hospital in Chelmsford.

Since joining GOSH in 2004, James has 
been actively involved in research, the 
majority of which is related to facial clefts. 
He has co-authored papers that have been 
presented at national and international 
meetings and published in The Cleft Palate-
Craniofacial Journal. Between 2011 and 2013, 
he collaborated with a team at Loma Linda 
University in California to investigate the 
effect of changes in primary attending doctor 

coverage frequency on orthodontic treatment 
time and results, the findings of which 
were published in The Angle Orthodontist. 
In 2016, he developed the auricular splint 
(a custom-made medical device used 
to maintain auricular dimensions and 
projection following second stage auricular 
reconstruction) together with plastic 
surgeons at GOSH. This work was presented 
at the 2nd Congress of the International 
Society for Auricular Reconstruction in 
Beijing, China, and the British Association 
of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic 
Surgeons Winter Scientific Meeting in 
London and published in the Annals of 
Plastic Surgery.

James has delivered more than 40 invited 
lectures, both nationally and internationally. 
In recent years, he has lectured widely 
on the new custom-made medical device 
regulations; this work has been published in 
journals including the British Dental Journal 
and BDJ Team.

James has been an elected member of 
the Orthodontic Technicians Association 

(OTA) Council since 2006. He served as 
OTA Treasurer from 2007 to 2016 and was 
elected to his current role, OTA Secretary, 
in 2018. He was also a Dental Technologists 
Association council member from 2013 to 
2019, during which time he served as Deputy 
President from 2014 to 2016 and President 
from 2016 to 2018.

Outstanding contribution to orthodontic technology

Cancer Focus Northern Ireland and the 
British Dental Association (BDA) have 
warned that too many cases of head and 
neck (H+N) cancers are being diagnosed 
at a late stage in Northern Ireland, 
resulting in poorer prognosis and higher 
mortality.

Joining forces during Mouth 
Cancer Action Month in November, 
both organisations are calling for 
full implementation of the Northern 
Ireland Cancer Strategy, specifically a 
commitment to raising public awareness 
of the risk factors, early signs of mouth 
cancer and the importance of regular 
dental check-ups for those at risk.

Newly collected data show that late-
stage tumours (T3/T4) increased from 
33.76% of 470 cases in 2019 to 41.47% 
of 371 cases in 2020. The number of 
referrals in 2020 reduced by 22.1%, 
which points to the significant impact the 
COVID-19 pandemic has had on H+N 

it gets better, with Dervilia Kernaghan, 
Director of Services at Cancer Focus NI, 
saying: ‘The Cancer Strategy identifies 
attendance for routine examination and 
care as an ideal time for “opportunistic” 
screening. With cancer incidence 
rates much greater in areas of high 
deprivation, all our population needs 
access to vital dental services. Later this 
month, our charity will host up to 100 
patients and carers at our Head and Neck 
Cancer Support and Information Day. A 
common theme from this event will be 
the need for fewer barriers in the way to 
detection, referral, and diagnosis. Now 
more than ever, we call on our local 
Government to find urgent solutions 
to a very immediate threat in Northern 
Ireland’.

Earlier this month the BDJ published a 
special H+N cancer themed issue. https://
www.nature.com/bdj/volumes/233/
issues/9.

cancer presentation here. Additionally, 
the number of people diagnosed with oral 
cancer in Northern Ireland has increased 
by more than 80% between 1993 and 2018, 
with the relative increase being greater 
among women than men. 

Professor Gerry McKenna, Chair of BDA 
NI Hospitals Group said: ‘The data confirm 
the significant impact the COVID-19 
pandemic has had on reduced H+N cancer 
detection and referrals, and later-stage 
diagnosis in the wake of what has been 
traditionally a less than optimal picture 
by way of detection and diagnosis. It’s 
important we put this into context. A large 
proportion of our H+N cancer patients 
are not patients who are struggling to 
attend their general dental practice – they 
are people who do not (and have never) 
engaged with health services generally, 
hence the history of late presentation.’ 

BDA and Cancer Focus NI are warning 
that the situation could get worse before 

Late-stage diagnosis for head and neck cancers 
have increased since the pandemic

James Green (left) receiving congratulations from the 
OTA President Bill Ip at the OTA Conference in York
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