
References
1. Health Education England. HEE’s Advancing Dental 

Care Review: Final report. 2021. Available at: https://
www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/
Advancing%20Dental%20Care%20Report%20
Sept%2021.pdf (accessed May 2022).

2. General Dental Council. Scope of practice. London: GDC, 
2013. 

3. IFF Research. Scope of Practice Review: Final report. 28 
May 2020. Available at: https://www.gdc-uk.org/docs/
default-source/research/scope-of-practice-guidance.
pdf?sfvrsn=7b3d8e58_4 (accessed May 2022).

4. Department of Health. Delivering better oral health: An 
evidence-based toolkit. 2021. Available at: https://www.
gov.uk/government/publications/delivering-better-
oral-health-an-evidence-based-toolkit-for-prevention 

(accessed May 2022).
5. British Society of Periodontology. UK version of S3 

Treatment Guidelines. 2021. Available at: https://www.
bsperio.org.uk/professionals/bsp-uk-clinical-practice-
guidelines-for-the-treatment-of-periodontitis (accessed 
May 2022).

6. General Dental Council. Preparing for practice: Dental 
team learning outcomes for registration. 2015. Available 
at: https://www.gdc-uk.org/docs/default-source/
registration-for-dcps-qualified-overseas/preparing-for-
practice-(revised-2015)-(3)9cfe2565e7814f6b89ff9814
9f436bc7.pdf (accessed May 2022).

7. Dental Protection. Use of anaesthetics and fluorides 
by dental hygienist. 2015. Available at: https://
www.dentalprotection.org/uk/articles/use-of-local-
anaesthetic-and-fluoride-by-dental-hygienists-and-
therapists (accessed June 2022).

8. Stratford D. The perceived impact on performance and 
patient safety of work-related stress and mental health 
disorders experienced by dental hygienists and dental 
therapist members of the British Society of Dental 
Hygiene and Therapy. Ann Clin J Dent Health 2022; 
44–49.

9. Care Quality Commission. Dental mythbuster 13: Lone 
working in a dental practice setting. 2022. Available at: 
https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/dentists/
dental-mythbuster-13-lone-working-dental-practice-
setting (accessed May 2022).

10. Plessas A, Paisi M, Bryce M et al. Mental health and 
wellbeing in dentistry: A rapid evidence assessment. 
June 2021. Available at: https://www.gdc-uk.org/docs/
default-source/research/mental-health-and-wellbeing-
in-dentistry27973e06-eb0f-4ee2-b92f-7fee3d2baf5b.
pdf (accessed May 2022).



On 4 July, the General Dental Council 
(GDC) opened a consultation on its plans 
for the next three years. The regulator is 
seeking views on its proposed strategy 
which focuses on ways both to prevent 
patient harm and to be proportionate 
when handling the concerns it receives, 
progressing its ambition to shift the balance 
from enforcement to prevention.

The strategy includes plans to embed new 
principles of professionalism, providing 
the dental team the space needed to make 
informed judgements relevant to the 
situations faced in practice. There are also 
ongoing plans to focus investigations on the 
most serious concerns, such as those that 
raise issues of public safety or confidence.

The quality of the regulation the GDC 
can provide is closely linked to the quality 
of legislation it works under. This legislation 
has not been fundamentally updated 
for four decades and its weaknesses are 
becoming increasingly apparent while 
the timetable for reform gets less and less 
certain. The regulator says it will continue 
to press government for the reform it needs 
to become more agile and efficient – and 
be ready to respond should it arrive in the 
next three years – but it will also continue 
to focus on its core functions, and make 
improvements wherever it can, should 
reform not materialise.

This is a consultation on the regulator’s 
plans and what those plans will cost to 
deliver. That does have an impact on the 
Annual Retention Fee (ARF) which the 
GDC expects will increase from the levels 
set in 2019 to around £730 (+7%) for 
dentists and around £120 (+5%) for dental 
care professionals (DCPs).

A spokesperson for the General Dental 
Council said: ‘This is a consultation on 
our strategic plans for the next three years 
and we look forward to hearing the views 
of everyone who holds an interest in our 
work, which of course includes dental 
professionals. Our target is to maintain a 
free reserve level equivalent to four and 
a half months of operating costs, and we 
believe the approach we’ve set out will 
maintain that level. If we are to continue 
ensuring patient safety and promoting the 
confidence that the public rightly have 
in dental professionals, the GDC must 
be financially sustainable and we are not 
immune to the inflation which is affecting 
everyone’.

In response to the GDC’s plans to 
increase the ARF, the British Dental 
Association (BDA) said that such a move 
will undermine progress in rebuilding trust 

and confidence in the regulator among the 
dental profession. It stressed that this will 
place needless financial burdens on dental 
team members.

Shareena Ilyas, Chair of the BDA 
Ethics, Education and Dental Team 
Working Group said: ‘Any hike in the 
ARF is impossible to justify while the 
GDC is sitting on vast reserves. The costs 
of providing care are spiralling, while the 
real incomes for all team members have 
collapsed. Further fee increases will only 
undermine any gains when it comes to 
restoring this profession’s confidence in its 
regulator.’

The full plans are available on the GDC’s 
website and the deadline to respond to 
the consultation is midnight, 6 September 
2022: https://www.gdc-uk.org/about-us/
what-we-do/consultations-and-responses/
corporate-strategy-2023---2025.

GDC opens consultation on corporate strategy
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