
TerraCycle’s Oral Care Waste and Packaging Zero Waste Box allows 
dental practices to offer staff and patients a recycling solution for 
their used toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes and much more.

Consumers are increasingly looking to make more sustainable 
choices as they go about their daily lives. When it comes to oral 
care, a patient’s health is the top priority, and unfortunately plastic 
waste is unavoidable. Thankfully, TerraCycle’s team of engineers, 
polymer scientists and recycling experts have over 20 years of 
experience in keeping otherwise unrecyclable materials in use and 
out of landfills and incineration, and have come up with a solution 
specifically for used oral care products.

The Oral Care Waste and Packaging Zero Waste Box is the first 
comprehensive recycling solution for hard-to-recycle oral care 
products and packaging, developed by the award-winning waste 
experts at TerraCycle.

Whether you’re looking to recycle toothpaste tubes and caps, 
plastic toothbrushes, electric toothbrush heads which don’t contain 
an RFID microchip or interdental brushes and floss containers, the 

Zero Waste Box system is an all-inclusive recycling solution for all 
of those dental items that are typically considered ‘non-recyclable’ 
through traditional council recycling systems.

The Zero Waste Box system is convenient and easy to use, making 
it the perfect option for dental practices looking to offset their 
impacts and reduce their environmental footprint. Aside from the 
obvious environmental benefits, an Oral Care Waste and Packaging 
Zero Waste Box also offers advantages such as bolstering a practice’s 
reputation within the local community, singling them out as a 
positive changemaker for a more sustainable planet, generating 
potential positive word of mouth, increasing engagement with their 
existing patients and even gaining new patients.

Zero Waste Boxes come in one of three sizes – small, medium 
and large – with prices ranging from £134.21 for a small box, which 
will hold approximately 250 waste items, to £263.71 for a large box, 
which will hold around 1,250 items. The price of each box includes 
the cost of TerraCycle sending it to the customer, the prepaid 
shipping label which the customer then uses to send their full box 
back to TerraCycle and the cost of processing the waste.

In order to recycle this waste, TerraCycle partners with a 
number of third-party processors who turn the waste into a 
reusable raw material. The waste sent for recycling is shredded, 
washed and turned into an agglomerate or pellets. These pellets 
can then be melted down and moulded by manufacturers into new 
products such as outdoor furniture, planters (pictured) and even 
playgrounds for schools.

If you are interested in introducing a Zero Waste Box to your 
practice, giving a boost to your corporate social responsibility and 
demonstrating your action to protect the environment, or if you’re 
looking for ways to increase footfall and positive feedback from 
patients, then find out more at https://www.terracycle.com/en-GB 
& https://zerowasteboxes.terracycle.co.uk/ 

A comprehensive recycling solution for dental practices

FlexFacs is the innovative, brand new online training and educational 
resource for speciality trainees in oral and maxillofacial surgery 
(OMFS), launched on 21 September by the British Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons (BAOMS).

BAOMS 2020 President Rob Bentley has used part of his 
Presidential Fund to set up and support the online education 
programme in direct response to the shift to online learning.

OMFS surgeons Mike Nugent and Montey Garg have been 
appointed by BAOMS as Lead and Deputy Lead for delivering online 
education. FlexFacs will be a great resource for OMFS specialty 
trainees that will allow them to keep abreast of the latest evidence in 
OMFS and learn at the same time.

The OMFS curriculum will be mapped and the new curriculum 
will be delivered over the next three years with monthly live virtual 
masterclasses led by experts in their fields. 

BAOMS is also working towards creating a repository of all similar 
recorded OMFS training lectures that other UK regions are offering 
trainees. 

FlexFacs will supplement training for trainees. It will encourage 

trainees across the country to learn as much as they can to become 
safe and competent oral and maxillofacial surgeons. BAOMS want to 
support them throughout their training in an accessible way that will 
help them to do their jobs better.

The inaugural FlexFacs virtual masterclass on the airway module was 
led by OMFS consultant/head and neck surgeon Kunmi Fasanmade on 
21 September 2021 at 8 pm. The monthly FlexFacs webinars run for 45 
minutes starting at 8 pm on the third Tuesday of the month.

Mike Nugent, Montey Garg and the FlexFacs team are also set to 
work with Jag Dhanda, consultant OMFS/head and neck surgeon, on 
presenting surgical procedures using 360-degree cameras.

Jag Dhanda has used advances in 3D video camera technology to 
develop online teaching of clinical skills and procedures. The FlexFacs 
team are also looking to record their own 3D content to add to the 
repository on the FlexFacs section of the BAOMS website.

The next FlexFacs online programme is on 19 October 2021 with 
consultant OMFS Niall McLeod on craniofacial trauma, and hosted 
by Mike Nugent.

https://www.baoms.org.uk/professionals/flexfacs.aspx

Innovative online education resource goes live
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