horces

Obituary

William Anthony
Cheetham

1943-2018

Tony graduated from Durham University
in 1967 and spent six years in general
practice in Belper, Derbyshire before
joining the Royal Army Dental Corps in
which he served for 16 years before taking
premature voluntary retirement in 1989 in
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He decided
to go back into general practice for four
years before being appointed to the Dental
Reference Service in which he worked for a
further fourteen years, eventually retiring
from dentistry in 2007.

He was on the specialist list of peri-
odontologists and for several years was
the specialist in periodontology to the
army while stationed in Germany. He was

Obituaries should be submitted by email to Jonathan Coe at jonathan.coe@nature.com.
All submitted obituaries should be 400 words maximum in length (apart from obituaries for past presidents of the BDA where the length should be 800 words).
Content of the obituary is down to the individual author, and the approval of the family should be given for the obituary prior to submission to the BDJ.

an examiner for the Faculty of General
Dental Practice from 1991 to 2002, and the
chief presiding examiner for the overseas
faculties in Hong Kong, Singapore and
Kuala Lumpur. He was an examiner for
the National Examining Board for Dental
Nurses for 21 years and chairman of the
Oral Health Examining Board, as well as
a member of the core croup of the Faculty
of Dental Surgery for London, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Dublin and Cork from 2002 to
2008.

Tony embraced the maxim of never
being too old to learn, always endeavour-
ing to better himself professionally for the
good of his patients and the profession for
which he worked. He was never afraid to
be outspoken when he knew the cause was
right, a trait which may not always have
been appreciated by his military bosses.
He became worried in the 1980s when
the army seemed to be holding back from
making a mandatory policy on vaccinating
dental teams against hepatitis B, and on
this occasion his lobbying was heard and
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the appropriate action taken.

You could not fail to know when Tony
was around, he had a very recognisable
laugh and a wicked sense of humour; it
was always fun to be in his company. He
loved being with people and discovering
their interests and life stories. Tony had
many other attributes away from dentistry,
the profession he loved and excelled in.
He was an avid collector of books, coins,
stamps, Victorian ceramic toothpaste
pots and gin. In addition, he often had a
number of conjuring tricks up his sleeve
with which he would entertain friends and
family, producing coins from ears, pulling
handkerchiefs from nowhere and catching
invisible balls in paper bags with the
accomplished flick of the wrist.

He will be sadly missed by all those of us
who had the privilege of knowing Tony and
especially by his wife Doreen, his children
Nick, Mark and Sarah, and all other
members of his family.

By James Hardy

“Thank you for making the last year possible.
Your support has meant our lives have not spiralled to
irrecoverable depths and we have gradually been able
to rebuild ourselves as a family.”

You do not need to be a member of the BDA to receive help.

Please call us on 0207 4864994 or
apply via www.bdabenevolentfund.org
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