The National Examining Board for Dental
Nurses (NEBDN) has celebrated their one-
year milestone of working remotely due to
the ongoing global pandemic COVID-19.
Since the national lockdown in March 2020,
NEBDN has introduced new systems and
processes to support the delivery of online
examinations and has successfully managed
to reduce its environmental footprint by
working from home.

So far, the Lancashire-based charity has
reduced its carbon footprint by 34 tonnes,
which is enough carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions to heat a house for 23 years.
NEBDN has improved new ways of working
and reduced unnecessary pollutions by
decreasing paper usage, travel consumption
and facilitating new operational methods
such as switching to online meetings, digital
storage systems and online assessments.

Over the last year, NEBDN has made
positive ‘green’ changes by providing staff
members with reusable water bottles,
recycling food and drink items, moving paper
expenses to an online app, producing digital
content and online tickets for events, and
integrating new online software solutions
to enable staff to send documents and video
chat via a secure Cloud-based server, making
paper minutes something of the past.

BDN CELEBRATES AYEAR OF GOING GREEN WHILE WORKING FROM HOME

Since working remotely, NEBDN has saved
a total of 131,000 travel miles, 110 sacks of
confidential paper waste, and facilitated the
success of 4,727 candidates sitting an online
written or Objective Structured Clinical
Examinations (OSCE) exam. This is a record
for the most candidates sitting a dental nursing
OSCE, which is a robust assessment method
unique to NEBDN.

Since July 2020, NEBDN issued six online
exams, saving the equivalent of 160,830 sheets of
paper or 16 pine trees.

Kate Kerslake, CEO at NEBDN, said: As
the CEO at NEBDN I'm incredibly proud of
all that we've achieved over the year. Our team
has continued to support its course providers in
the teaching of our qualifications and support
trainee and qualified dental nurses with their
professional development during these very
challenging times. Our commitment to creating
a safe and robust online assessment method was
developed over months not years, which is a
true testament to the team and our operational
staff.

‘We understand costs of working from home
affect the environment too, however a positive
outcome of COVID-19 has been the immense
reduction of travel for our staff and trustees,
and the amount of paper usage from facilitating
exams. This has shown us how innovative and

DENTAL RESEARCH FUNDING AVAILABLE

€220,000 has been allocated in research
funding by the Board of Eklund Foundation

in 2021. In May, the application portal is open
for researchers within all fields of dentistry and
from all parts of the world for the sixth year
running.

Both experimental and clinical studies
within all fields of dentistry are welcome, but
projects that can be related to periodontology,
implantology, or cariology will be prioritised.
Researchers may apply for funding for a
project in its entirety, or for part of a project.

Even though the application period runs
from 1 to 31 May, the application form can be
previewed at the Eklund Foundation website,
eklundfoundation.org, all year round. The
Board will announce the successful projects in
September.

The Eklund family, owners of TePe
Oral Hygiene products, created the Eklund
Foundation in celebration of their long-
standing relationship with the professional
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dental community. Since 2016, the foundation
has distributed €140,000-200,000 annually,
supporting odontological research worldwide
— teams in Italy, France, The Netherlands,
Serbia, Spain, Sweden, the UK and the USA
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forward-thinking we can be, and as part of
our Going Green campaign this is something
we plan to sustain throughout future years,
as we continue to work towards creating a
greener environment.

NEBDN’s Going Green campaign is
a continued initiative to make positive
environmental changes to lower its carbon
emissions and generate greener solutions
by utilising online platforms and lowering
print and travel plans over the coming years,
hosting more meetings virtually and looking
at ways in which they safely recycle products.
NEBDN is part of an Environmental
Accomplishment recycling programme
through one of its suppliers.

NEBDN is an awarding organisation

and registered charity based in Preston,
Lancashire, delivering qualifications in both
Pre-Registration and Post-Registration areas
for dental nurses in the UK. It has been
examining and awarding dental nursing
qualifications for over 75 years and work
alongside a network of 140+ accredited
professionals to teach the students. <>
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are among the recipients. More information on
previous grant recipients and their studies can
be found at the website.

For more information visit http://
eklundfoundation.org/.
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