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Knockout of interleukin-17A diminishes ventricular
arrhythmia susceptibility in diabetic mice via inhibiting
NF-kB-mediated electrical remodeling

De-sheng Li', Gen-long Xue', Ji-ming Yang', Chang-zhu Li', Rui-xin Zhang', Tao Tian', Zheng Li', Ke-wei Shen', Yang Guo',

Xue-ning Liu', Jin Wang', Yan-jie Lu' and Zhen-wei Pan’

Interleukin-17A (IL-17), a potent proinflammatory cytokine, has been shown to participate in cardiac electrical disorders. Diabetes
mellitus is an independent risk factor for ventricular arrhythmia. In this study, we investigated the role of IL-17 in ventricular
arrhythmia of diabetic mice. Diabetes was induced in both wild-type and IL-17 knockout mice by intraperitoneal injection of
streptozotocin (STZ). High-frequency electrical stimuli were delivered into the right ventricle to induce ventricular arrhythmias.
We showed that the occurrence rate of ventricular tachycardia was significantly increased in diabetic mice, which was attenuated
by IL-17 knockout. We conducted optical mapping on perfused mouse hearts and found that cardiac conduction velocity (CV) was
significantly decreased, and action potential duration (APD) was prolonged in diabetic mice, which were mitigated by IL-17
knockout. We performed whole-cell patch clamp recordings from isolated ventricular myocytes, and found that the densities of /.,
Ina @nd I, were reduced, the APDs at 50% and 90% repolarization were increased, and early afterdepolarization (EAD) was
markedly increased in diabetic mice. These alterations were alleviated by the knockout of IL-17. Moreover, knockout of IL-17
alleviated the downregulation of Nav1.5 (the pore forming subunit of /y,), Cav1.2 (the main component subunit of /c,,) and KChIP2
(potassium voltage-gated channel interacting protein 2, the regulatory subunit of /;,) in the hearts of diabetic mice. The expression
of NF-kB was significantly upregulated in the hearts of diabetic mice, which was suppressed by IL-17 knockout. In neonatal mouse
ventricular myocytes, knockdown of NF-kB significantly increased the expression of Nav1.5, Cav1.2 and KChIP2. These results imply
that IL-17 may represent a potential target for the development of agents against diabetes-related ventricular arrhythmias.
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INTRODUCTION

Cardiac complications are the major causes of mortality and
morbidity in patients with diabetes. Sudden cardiac death is one
of the most common causes of death in patients with diabetes [1].
Diabetes is considered an independent risk factor for ventricular
arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death [2, 3]. A host of studies
have indicated that diabetes induces electrical remodeling,
structural changes, metabolic disorders, etc., which contribute to
increased susceptibility to atrial fibrillation and ventricular
arrhythmias [4].

Electrical remodeling has been shown to promote the devel-
opment of ventricular arrhythmias in the diabetic heart [5-8].
Inflammatory cytokines are pivotal regulators of cardiac electrical
remodeling [9]. They are also involved in diabetes-related
electrical remodeling. A recent study showed that increased IL-
1B secretion from macrophages causes prolongation of the action
potential duration (APD) and induces a decrease in potassium
current and an increase in calcium sparks in the cardiomyocytes of

diabetic mice; moreover, an IL-1 receptor antagonist inhibits the
occurrence of arrhythmia in diabetic mice [10]. Considering that
there are many different cytokines, our current understanding of
the involvement of these factors in diabetes-related arrhythmia
remains quite limited.

Interleukin-17A (IL-17), a potent proinflammatory cytokine, has
been implicated in the development of a number of inflammatory
reactions [11, 12]. It is also a key regulator of cardiac diseases
[13, 14]. The expression of IL-17 is increased in the context of
several cardiac diseases, including atrial fibrillation [15], myocar-
dial ischemia/reperfusion injury [13], and dilated cardiomyopathy
[16]. IL-17 leads to adverse postmyocardial infarction remodeling
by inducing murine cardiomyocyte apoptosis through the p38
MAPK-p53-Bax signaling pathway [17]. Liao et al. found that IL-17
exacerbates cardiac ischemia/reperfusion injury by promoting
neutrophil infiltration [13]. We observed that IL-17 expression was
upregulated in the hearts of diabetic model mice and that
deletion of IL-17 mitigated cardiac fibrosis and improved cardiac
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function in a manner mediated by the IncRNA-AK081284/
TGFB1 signaling pathway [18]. Despite the fact that the
participation of IL-17 in cardiac diseases has been extensively
studied, its role in cardiac electrical remodeling and arrhythmia in
diabetes remains unknown.

Therefore, in the current study, we explored the influence of IL-
17 deletion on cardiac electrical remodeling and susceptibility to
ventricular arrhythmia in diabetic mice. We found that knockout of
IL-17 prevented diabetes-induced electrical changes in sodium,
calcium and potassium currents and reduced the occurrence of
ventricular arrhythmia.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Experimental animals

All animal handling procedures were approved by the Institutional
Animal Care and Use Committee of Harbin Medical University,
China. All animal studies were performed in accordance with the
regulations of the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee of
Harbin Medical University. Adult male C57BL/6)J mice were
purchased from Charles River Laboratories (Beijing, China).
Interleukin-17A knockout mice were provided by Prof. Zhi-nan
Yin (Jinan University, China). Mice were kept at a constant
temperature (23 °C) on a standard light/dark cycle (12 h/12 h) and
provided free access to standard chow and water.

Induction of diabetes

Eight-week-old wild-type mice (WT) and interleukin-17 knockout
mice (IL-17 KO) were intraperitoneally injected with streptozotocin
(STZ, 50 mg-kg™") dissolved in citric acid buffer (pH = 4.5, 4°C) to
establish a diabetes model. Age-matched control mice were
administered citrate buffer. Mice with fasting blood glucose levels
over 11 mmol-L™" were considered diabetic. The mice were
subjected to further experiments 3 months after diabetes induction.

High-frequency electrical stimulation

Mice were anesthetized by injection of avertin (0.2 g-kg™’, ip) and
fixed in the supine position. The right jugular vein was opened,
and an 8-electrode catheter (1.1F, Octapolar EP catheter; NY,
Ithaca, USA) was inserted deep into the right ventricle. S2 and S3
extrastimuli with 2 ms decrements following a train of S1 stimuli
(10 consecutive electrical pulses) were applied to induce
ventricular arrhythmia by using an automated stimulator inter-
faced with a data acquisition system (GY6000; HeNanHuaNan
Medical Science & Technology Ltd., Henan, China). S1 stimuli of
three cycle lengths (90 ms, 80 ms and 70 ms) were employed. The
occurrence of rapid irregular ventricular rhythm lasting for three
beats or more was regarded as successful induction of ventricular
arrhythmias.

Ventricular cardiomyocyte isolation

The mice were injected with heparin sodium (4001U-kg™") and
sacrificed by cervical dislocation. The heart was quickly removed,
cannulated and perfused with Tyrode’s solution (in mmol-L™":
150 NaCl, 54 KCl, 5 HEPES, 1.2MgCl,»6H,0, 2 NaH,PO,, and
10 glucose; pH adjusted to 7.35 with NaOH). A solution containing
1mg-mL™" type Il collagenase (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, USA) and
0.75 mg'mL’1 bovine serum albumin V (Solarbio, Beijing, China)
was then used to digest the heart. When the tissue turned soft, the
ventricle was cut off and immersed in Tyrode's solution
comprising 200 uM CaCl, and 1% bovine serum albumin at room
temperature. Single ventricular myocytes were obtained by gently
agitating the digested tissue.

Whole-cell patch clamp experiment

A whole-cell patch clamp equipment (an Axopatch 700B amplifier)
was used to record the APD, potassium currents, sodium currents
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and the L-type calcium current. Borosilicate glass electrodes with
pipette resistances of 2-4 MQ were prepared by using a Brown-
Flamming puller (model P-97, Sutter Instrument Co., Novato, CA,,
UAS) and a microforge (F-83, Narishige). The action potentials
were recorded with pipette solution (in mmolL™": 130 K-
glutamate, 1 MgCl,6H,0, 5 NaCl, 15 KCl, 5Mg-ATP, 1 CaCl,,
5 EGTA, and 10 HEPES; pH adjusted to 7.20 with KOH) and external
solution (normal Ca®"-containing Tyrode’s solution) at 37°C.
Sodium currents were recorded in external solution (in mmol-L™":
10 NaCl, 1.2 MgCl,+6H,0, 1.8 CaCl,, 5 CsCl, 125 TEACI, 20 HEPES, 10
glucose, 0.02 nifedipine, and 3 4-AP; pH adjusted to 7.30 with
CsOH) and pipette solution (in mmol-L™": 5 NaCl, 35 L-aspartic
acid, 30 TEACI, 11 HEPES, 5Mg-ATP, 10 EGTA, and 125 CsOH;
pH adjusted to 7.20 with CsOH) at room temperature. Potassium
currents were recorded in external solution (in mmol-L™": 138
NacCl, 5.4 KCl, 10 HEPES, 1.0 MgCl,+6H,0, 10 glucose, 1.8 CaCl,, and
0.02 nifedipine; pH adjusted to 7.30 with NaOH) and pipette
solution (in mmolL™": 130 KOH, 130 L-glutamic acid, 1
MgCl,+6H,0, 5 NaCl, 15 KCl, 5 Mg-ATP, 1 CaCl,, 5 EGTA, 10 HEPES;
pH adjusted to 7.20 with KOH) at 37 °C. The L-type calcium current
(Ilcay) was recorded in external solution (in mmolL™": 120
tetraethylammonium (TEA), 10 HEPES, 1 MgCl,+6H,0, 10 CsCl, 10
glucose, and 1.8 CaCly; pH was adjusted to 7.30 with CsOH) and
pipette solution (in mmol-L™": 120 CsCl, 40 CsOH, 1 MgCl,+6H-0,
11 EGTA, 5 Mg-ATP, and 10 HEPES; pH adjusted to 7.20 with CsOH)
at 37 °C. Whole-cell currents were sampled at 10 kHz and filtered
at 2 kHz. The current amplitude data for each cell were normalized
to the cell capacitance (current density, pA/pF) data, and the
current voltage relationship (I-V curve) was plotted. Voltage-
dependent activation and steady-state inactivation profiles were
fitted to the Boltzmann equation.

Optical mapping

Cardiac conduction velocity (CV) was measured as previously
described [19, 20]. Mice were injected with heparin sodium
(4001U-kg™") and sacrificed by cervical dislocation. The hearts
were isolated and Langendorff perfused with Tyrode’s solution
(in mmol-L™": 128.2 NaCl, 1.3 CaCl,, 4.7 KCl, 1.85 MgCl,+6H,0, 1.19
NaH,PO,4, 20 NaHCOs, and 11 glucose; pH adjusted to 7.35 with
NaOH) at 37 °C. The perfusate was oxygenated by bubbling with
0,/C0O; (95%/5%) gas. After 10 min of stabilization, the beating of
the heart was stopped by perfusion with the electric-mechanical
uncoupler blebbistatin (50 nM, Selleckchem, Houston, TX, USA)
and paced at a frequency of 10 Hz at the apex. The heart was then
loaded with 30 uL (1.25 mg-mL™") voltage-sensitive dye (RH 237
[N-(4-sulfobutyl)-4-(6-(4-(dibutylamino)phenyl)hexatrienyl) pyridi-
nium, inner salt]; AAT Bioquest Inc., USA). The dye was excited at
710 nm using a monochromatic light-emitting device after 15 min.
Images were acquired with a MiCAM05 CMOS camera (Sci Media,
USA) at a rate of 2000 frames/s with a filter setting of 1kHz.
Cardiac CV was calculated from the gradient of the scalar field of
17 ms isochronal activation maps along the septal apex-base axis.
The time for a cardiac excitation wave to travel a certain distance
was measured, and the CV was calculated by the equation CV =
distance/conduction time.

Isolation of neonatal mouse ventricular myocytes (NMVMs)

Neonatal mouse ventricular myocytes were isolated from 1- to
3-day-old neonatal mice as described in our previous study [19].
Briefly, neonatal mouse ventricles were cut into 1-2 mm? pieces
after the hearts were rapidly removed, and the cells were
dissociated in 0.25% trypsin at 37°C for 10 min. Heart tissues
were trypsinized until the tissues disappeared, and cell suspen-
sions were collected by centrifugation at 1500 x g for 5 min. The
collected cells were then resuspended in DMEM (Biological
Industries, Kibbutz Beit Haemek, Israel) supplemented with 10%
fetal bovine serum (Biological Industries, Kibbutz Beit Haemek,
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Israel) and penicillin (100 U-mL™")/streptomycin (100 U-mL™";
Beyotime, Shanghai, China) and cultured at 37 °C in 5% CO, and
95% O, in a humidified incubator. After allowing 90 min for
fibroblast adherence, the cell suspension was plated in DMEM in a
6-well plate at a density of 3x 10° cells per well.

Quantitative real-time RT-PCR (qPCR)

Total RNA was extracted from the hearts of mice or NMVMs using
TRIzol (Invitrogen, Camarillo, CA, USA) reagent according to the
manufacturer’'s instructions. The RNA samples were reverse-
transcribed according to the manufacturer’s instructions (Reverse
Transcription System, Promega, USA). Real-time PCR was per-
formed on an ABI 7500 Fast Real-Time PCR system (Applied
Biosystems, USA) by using the SYBR Green PCR Master Mix Kit
(Applied Biosystems, USA) to quantify the expression of target
genes. The relative RNA expression of the genes was calculated
using the comparative cycle threshold (Ct) method (222%Y). B-Actin
was used as an internal control. The results are expressed as fold
changes, which were determined by normalizing the data to the
values of the control subjects.

Western blot analysis

Heart tissue and primary cultured cardiomyocytes were ground in
lysis buffer (RIPA: PI=100:1; Beyotime, China), lysed for 30 min on ice,
and then centrifuged for 20 min (4 °C, 13,500 r/min). Protein samples
(80 pug) were separated by SDS-PAGE and transferred onto nitrocel-
lulose membranes (PALL, USA). The membranes were blotted with
primary antibody overnight at 4 °C. After washing, the membranes
were incubated with fluorescent secondary antibodies. The primary
antibodies included rabbit anti-mouse Nav1.5 (Alomone Labs, Israel),
Kv4.2 (Alomone Labs, Israel), Kv4.3 (Alomone Labs, Israel), KChIP2
(Boster, China), Cav1.2 (Alomone Labs, Israel), and NF-kB (CST, USA).
-Actin was used as an internal control.

Statistical analysis

The data are expressed as the mean + SEM. Statistical comparisons
of more than two groups were performed using analysis of
variance (ANOVA) followed by Tukey’s test. Student’s t test was
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used for comparisons between two groups. GraphPad Prism
7.0 software was used for the calculations. A two-tailed P < 0.05
was considered to indicate a statistically significant difference.

RESULTS

Knockout of IL-17 reduced the susceptibility diabetic mice to
ventricular arrhythmia

Our previous study showed that IL-17 expression was significantly
upregulated in diabetic mice [18]. Diabetes mellitus is often
associated with ventricular arrhythmias, which prompted us to
evaluate the potential influence of IL-17 on ventricular arrhyth-
mias in a diabetes model. We established a mouse model of STZ-
induced diabetes. The blood glucose levels of wild-type mice (WT
+DM) and IL-17 knockout mice (IL-17 KO+DM) were significantly
increased at 12 weeks after STZ injection (Fig. 1a). The induction
rate, number of average ventricular arrhythmia episodes and
duration of ventricular arrhythmia were increased in the WT+DM
mice compared with WT controls, while knockout of IL-17 reduced
the occurrence of ventricular arrhythmias (Fig. 1b-e). These results
suggested that IL-17 knockout is protective against diabetes-
induced ventricular arrhythmias.

Knockout of IL-17 prevented APD prolongation and CV reduction
in the hearts of diabetic mice

To explore the potential mechanism underlying the influence
of IL-17 knockout on the susceptibility of diabetic mice to
ventricular arrhythmia, we performed optical mapping on
perfused mouse hearts to measure the ventricular CV and APD.
No significant change in the CV was observed between WT and IL-
17 KO mice at different pacing cycle lengths (PCLs) under normal
conditions. Upon induction of diabetes, the ventricular CV was
significantly slowed in WT mice and was restored by knockout of
IL-17 (Fig. 2a, b). The APDsq of normal IL-17 KO mice was shorter
than that of control WT mice at PCLs of 200 ms and 150 ms but
not 120 ms and 100 ms (Fig. 2c-e). Induction of diabetes led to a
significant prolongation of the APDs, and APDg, in WT mice,
which were significantly shortened by IL-17 knockout (Fig. 2c-f).

IL-17 KO

, J ,J)FU,J‘Ll,‘.J,‘J‘J,LA‘JJHJHLAJAJIJLJHJHJH#

IL-17 KO+DM

1s

VT duration (ms)

IL-17 knockout reduces susceptibility to ventricular arrhythmia in STZ-induced diabetes. a Fasting blood glucose level. *P < 0.05 vs.

WT or IL-17 KO mice; n = 11-27 mice. b Representative traces of pacing-induced ventricular tachycardia (VT). ¢ Induction rate of VT. *P < 0.05
vs. WT mice; #P < 0.05 vs. IL-17 KO mice; *P < 0.05 vs. WT+DM mice; n = 8-10 mice. d Average VT episodes. *P < 0.05 vs. WT mice; *P < 0.05 vs.
IL-17 KO mice; *P < 0.05 vs. WT + DM mice; n =8-10 mice. e Duration of VT. *P < 0.05 vs. WT mice; *P < 0.05 vs. IL-17 KO mice; *P < 0.05 vs.
WT + DM mice; n=8-10 mice. WT wild-type, IL-17 KO IL-17 knockout, WT+DM wild-type+diabetes mellitus, IL-17 KO+DM IL-17

knockout+diabetes mellitus.
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Fig. 2 IL-17 knockout increased the conduction velocity and

shortened the APD in the hearts of diabetic mice. a Representative
images showing the conduction velocity (CV). b Statistical analysis of the
CV under various pacing cycle lengths (PCLs). ¢, d Representative surface
images and traces of the APD by optical mapping recording of perfused
hearts. e, f Statistical anaIyS|s of the APDsg and APDg, of perfused hearts.
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wild-type, IL-17 KO IL-17 knockout, WT+DM wild-type+diabetes
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Effects of IL-17 knockout on APD and EAD in ventricular myocytes
isolated from diabetic mice

The APDs of isolated ventricular myocytes were recorded by the
whole-cell patch clamp technique. Knockout of IL-17 shortened the
APDs, but not APDyy in control mice (Fig. 3a—c). The APDsq and
APDg, were significantly prolonged in diabetic mice compared with
control mice, and these changes were prevented by knockout of IL-
17 (Fig. 3a—c). The action potential overshoot (OS) was increased in
IL-17 KO mice compared with WT mice under both normal
conditions and in the context of diabetes (Fig. 3d). There was no
significant change in the resting membrane potential (RMP) among
the groups (Fig. 3e). In addition, ventricular myocytes from diabetic
WT mice were more likely to induce early afterdepolarization (EAD)
than those from diabetic IL-17 KO mice (Fig. 3f).

Knockout of IL-17 increased the I, in ventricular myocytes in
diabetic mice

The whole-cell patch clamp technique was used to record the
transient outward potassium current (/,)and steady-state outward
potassium current (Iss) (Fig. 4). The results showed that knockout of
IL-17 increased , under normal conditions. The density of I, was
decreased in the cardiomyocytes of diabetic mice, and this
decrease was prevented by IL-17 knockout (Fig. 4a, b). There was
no evident change in the steady-state outward potassium current
(Iss) or cell membrane capacitance (Fig. 4c, d). The protein level of
Kv4.2/Kv4.3 and mRNA level of potassium voltage-gated channel
subfamily D member 2/potassium voltage-gated channel subfam-
ily D member 3 (KCND2/KCND3) did not change after knockout of
IL-17, while the protein expression of KChIP2 and the mRNA level
of potassium voltage-gated channel interacting protein 2 (KCNIP2)
was significantly upregulated in IL-17 knockout mice (Fig. 4e-g).

Knockout of IL-17 increased the peak Na™ current (Iy,) in the
ventricular myocytes of diabetic mice

Consistent with a previous study [21], the density of the peak Iy,
was reduced in the ventricular cardiomyocytes of mice with STZ-
induced diabetes (Fig. 5a, b). Knockout of IL-17 increased the peak

WT+DM IL-17 KO+DM

omVv

IL-17 knockout reversed APD prolongation and decreased early afterdepolarization (EAD) in diabetic mouse ventricular myocytes.

a Representative traces of the APDs of single ventricular myocytes. b, ¢ Statistical analysis of the APDsy, and APDg, of single ventricular
myocytes determined by the patch-clamp technique. n =9-18 cells. d, e Statistical analysis of the overshoot (OS) and resting membrane
potential (RMP). n = 11-18 cells. f Representative traces and the rate of occurrence of EAD in single ventricular myocytes determined by patch-
clamp recording. n = 18-19 cells. *P < 0.05 vs. WT mice; *P < 0.05 vs. WT 4+ DM mice. WT wild-type, IL-17 KO IL-17 knockout, WT+DM wild-type

+diabetes mellitus, IL-17 KO+DM IL-17 knockout + diabetes mellitus.
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Ina Under control condition and prevented the reduction in peak
Ina in the diabetes model, while no significant changes in the
kinetics of peak Iy, or cell membrane capacitance were observed
(Fig. 5¢c—f). Knockout of IL-17 increased the protein level of Nav1.5
and the mRNA level of sodium voltage-gated channel alpha
subunit 5 (SCN5A) in control mice and inhibited the down-
regulation of this protein and mRNA in diabetic mice (Fig. 5g, h).

Knockout of IL-17 increased the L-type calcium current (Ic,,) in the
ventricular myocytes of diabetic mice

Knockout of IL-17 increased the density of the Ic,, under normal
conditions and in the context of STZ-induced diabetes (Fig. 6a, b),
but no significant changes in the kinetics of the I, or cell
membrane capacitance were observed (Fig. 6¢—f). Knockout of IL-
17 increased the protein level of Cav1.2 and mRNA level of
calcium voltage-gated channel subunit alpha 1 C (CACNA1Q) in
control mice and inhibited the downregulation of Cav1.2
expression in diabetic mice (Fig. 6g, h).

Knockout of IL-17 inhibited the upregulation of NF-kB expression
in the hearts of diabetic mice

NF-kB is an important downstream molecule in the IL-17 signaling
pathway, which has been shown to regulate the transcription of

Acta Pharmacologica Sinica (2022) 43:307 - 315

SCN5A, CACNA1C and KCNIP2 [22-24]. In this study, we found that
knockout of IL-17 downregulated the protein expression of NF-kB
and reversed the upregulation of NF-kB expression induced by
diabetes (Fig. 7a). Moreover, we confirmed that NF-kB exerts
regulatory effects on SCN5A, CACNA1C and KCNIP2. Knockdown
of NF-kB with siRNA (si-NF-kB) in neonatal mouse ventricular
myocytes (NMVMs) significantly increased the protein and mRNA
levels of Nav1.5, Cav1.2 and KChIP2 but had no influence on the
expression of Kv4.2/KCND2 or Kv4.3/KCND3 (Fig. 7b, c). These
results suggested that the regulation of Nav1.5, Cav1.2 and KChIP2
expression by IL-17 is mediated by NF-kB. These data indicated
that the effects of IL-17 knockout on ion channel remodeling
during diabetes are mediated by NF-kB.

DISCUSSION

In this study, we demonstrated that knockout of IL-17 reduced the
susceptibility of diabetic mice to ventricular arrhythmia (Fig. 8).
An electrophysiological study showed that knockout of IL-17
prevented the reduction in the /y, Iya and I, in the ventricular
myocytes of diabetic mice and thus restored the APD and CV.
Mechanistically, NF-kB-mediated downregulation of KChIP2,
Cav1.2 and Nav1.5 expression underlies the effects of IL-17
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current. n = 11-14 cells. f Mean membrane capacitance of the Iy.. n = 11-14 cells. g The protein level of Nav1.5. n = 8. h The level of SCN5A
determined by RT-PCR. n = 6-8 hearts. *P < 0.05 vs. WT mice; *P < 0.05 vs. WT + DM mice. WT wild-type, IL-17 KO IL-17 knockout, WT+DM
wild-type-+diabetes mellitus, IL-17 KO+-DM IL-17 knockout+diabetes mellitus.
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knockout on ionic remodeling and the occurrence of ventricular
arrhythmia in diabetic mice.

Patients with diabetes are at a high risk of developing cardiac
arrhythmias. A host of studies have verified that the susceptibility
of diabetic animals to ventricular arrhythmia is increased [25, 26].
Consistently, in this study, we found that the induction rate of
ventricular arrhythmias was increased in mice with STZ-induced
diabetes mellitus. Diabetes is often associated with the occurrence
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of many inflammatory reactions and the upregulation of the
expression of inflammatory factors, which have been implicated in
the development of cardiac arrhythmia [27]. Serum IL-17A levels
are increased in patients with diabetes [28]. Our previous studies
showed that interleukin-17A expression is significantly upregu-
lated in the sera and heart tissues of diabetic mice [18]. We
showed here that knockout of IL-17 reduced the induction rate of
ventricular tachycardia, occurrence of ventricular tachycardia
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events and duration of ventricular tachycardia in a diabetes
model. Chang et al. also demonstrated that neutralizing IL-17 with
an antibody reduces ventricular arrhythmia in mice with ischemic
heart failure [29]. These findings indicate that inhibition of IL-17
may be a therapeutic strategy for the prevention of diabetes-
induced ventricular arrhythmia.

Prolongation of APD is an important cause of ventricular
arrhythmias, which can trigger early afterdepolarization (EAD).
Meo et al. discovered that STZ-treated animals exhibit prolonga-
tion of the QT interval, ventricular myocytes with increased APD
and susceptibility to ventricular arrhythmias, which is attributed to
a reduction in the expression of voltage-gated potassium channels
[30]. Sato et al. found that type 2 diabetes induces prolongation of
APD due to a reduction in the transient outward K* current and
downregulation of Kv4.2 and KChIP2 expression [7]. Our study
suggested that APD prolongation in the diabetes model depends
on a decrease in the transient outward potassium current (/,,) and
that knockout of IL-17 increases the I, and thereby prevents
diabetes-induced APD prolongation. Although a reduction in the
Icay. tends to shorten APD, the fact that APD is prolonged in the
cardiomyocytes of diabetic mice indicates that the contribution of
the potassium current increase to APD overcame that of the
reduction in the Ic,,. We observed that APD prolongation was
accompanied by an increase in the number of episodes of EAD in
ventricular myocytes isolated from diabetic mice, which was
dramatically inhibited by the deletion of IL-17. The I, is
propagated by channels comprised of voltage-gated a pore-
forming subunits (Kv4.3 in humans and Kv4.2 and Kv4.3 in
rodents) and auxiliary subunit KChIP2 [24, 31]. KChIP2 is a K*
channel-interacting protein 2 that prominently increases the
amplitude of current by facilitating voltage-gated potassium
channel assembly and stabilizing the cell surface channel complex
[32]. KChIP2 expression is decreased during cardiac hypertrophy
and heart failure [33]. In our study, neither diabetes induction nor
IL-17 knockout changed the expression of Kv4.2/Kv4.3, while IL-17
knockout prevented the downregulation of KChIP2 expression in
diabetic mice. Tatsuya Sato et al. found that type 2 diabetes
induces Kv4.2 protein downregulation in OLETF rats only in Endo
myocytes, although KChIP2 protein levels in both Endo and Epi
myocytes are lower in OLETF rats than in LETO rats [7]. Nishiyama
et al. showed that Kv4.2 mRNA expression, but not Kv4.3 mRNA
expression, is downregulated in the ventricles of diabetic rats [34].
Chang et al. also demonstrated that inhibition of IL-17 prevents
the prolongation of APD, although under different pathological
conditions, they provided no ionic evidence [29]. To the best of
our knowledge, we explored the influence of IL-17 on cellular ionic
remodeling for the first time.

Impaired cardiac CV is critical for the development of cardiac
arrhythmias. In a number of diabetic models, slower CV, greater
QRS prolongation, and greater propensity for ventricular fibrilla-
tion have been observed [21, 35]. Shimoni Y et al. reported that in
a rat model of STZ-induced type 1 diabetes, cardiac impulse
propagation is impaired in both male and female animals [36]. We
found here that the ventricular CV was slowed in diabetic mice
and was restored to normal levels by deletion of IL-17. The
amplitude of the Iy, affects myocardial action potential upstroke
velocity and hence CV [37]. Thus, we found that the Iy, and the
levels of Nav1.5, the pore-forming subunit of sodium channels,
were reduced in diabetic mice and recovered by IL-17 knockout.
Consistently, the cardiac CV is reduced due to a reduction in the
Na™ current density in a rabbit model of alloxan-induced diabetes
[21]. It has also been reported that the level of Nav1.5 exhibits an
decreasing tendency, although not statistically significant.

NF-kB signaling is important in heart development, and its
activation has been suggested to contribute to the development
of cardiac diseases [38, 39]. The NF-kB pathway is a key
downstream pathway of IL-17A, which is involved in regulating
many inflammatory genes [40-42]. NF-kB has also been reported
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to regulate the expression of KCNIP2, CACNA1C and SCN5A. Liu
et al demonstrated that the NF-kB protein interacts with the
KChIP2 gene and suppresses its transcription [23]. Narayanan et al.
reported that mitochondria control functional Cav1.2 expression
in smooth muscle cells in the cerebral arteries by NF-kB [43].
Shang LL et al. showed that NF-kB can bind to the promoter
region of the SCN5A gene and reduce the mRNA level of SCN5A
[22]. We found that the expression of NF-kB was increased in the
hearts of diabetic mice; the expression of KChIP2, Cav1.2 and
Nav1.5 was decreased; and these changes were reversed by IL-17
knockout. Knockdown of NF-kB increased the expression of
KChIP2, Cav1.2 and Nav1.5 at both the protein and mRNA levels.
These data are consistent with the concept that NF-kB negatively
regulates KChIP2, Cav1.2 and Nav1.5, which implies that IL-17 can
regulate cardiac electrical remodeling in diabetic mice through
the NF-kB signaling pathway.

CONCLUSION

Knockout of IL-17 reduced the susceptibility of the diabetic heart
to ventricular arrhythmia by preventing the remodeling of KChIP2
and SCN5A through the NF-kB pathway. IL-17 represents a novel
therapeutic target for the intervention of diabetes-related
ventricular arrhythmias.
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