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Transforming growth factor-β1 (TGF-β1)/Smad signaling pathway.
TGF-β1 can activate Smad 2/3 by binding to the membrane-
bound TGF-β1 receptor (TβR). Thereafter, Smad 2/3 bound to
Smad 4 enters the nucleus and regulates target gene transcrip-
tion. Smad 7 can bind to the TβR and inhibit the activation of
Smad signaling [1].
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