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Contribution of D1R-expressing neurons of the dorsal dentate
gyrus and Cav1.2 channels in extinction of cocaine conditioned
place preference
Caitlin E. Burgdorf1,2, Charlotte C. Bavley1,2, Delaney K. Fischer1, Alexander P. Walsh1, Arlene Martinez-Rivera1, Jonathan E. Hackett1,
Lia J. Zallar3, Kyle E. Ireton4, Franz Hofmann 5, Johannes W. Hell 4, Richard L. Huganir 6 and Anjali M. Rajadhyaksha1,2

Cocaine-associated contextual cues can trigger relapse behavior by recruiting the hippocampus. Extinction of cocaine-associated
contextual memories can reduce cocaine-seeking behavior, however the molecular mechanisms within the hippocampus that
underlie contextual extinction behavior and subsequent reinstatement remain poorly understood. Here, we extend our previous
findings for a role of Cav1.2 L-type Ca2+ channels in dopamine 1 receptor (D1R)-expressing cells in extinction of cocaine
conditioned place preference (CPP) in adult male mice. We report that attenuated cocaine CPP extinction in mice lacking Cav1.2
channels in D1R-expressing cells (D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl) can be rescued through chemogenetic activation of D1R-expressing cells within
the dorsal dentate gyrus (dDG), but not the dorsal CA1 (dCA1). This is supported by the finding that Cav1.2 channels are required in
excitatory cells of the dDG, but not in the dCA1, for cocaine CPP extinction. Examination of the role of S1928 phosphorylation of
Cav1.2, a protein kinase A (PKA) site using S1928A Cav1.2 phosphomutant mice revealed no extinction deficit, likely due to
homeostatic scaling up of extinction-dependent S845 GluA1 phosphorylation in the dDG. However, phosphomutant mice failed to
show cocaine-primed reinstatement which can be reversed by chemogenetic manipulation of excitatory cells in the dDG during
extinction training. These findings outline an essential role for the interaction between D1R, Cav1.2, and GluA1 signaling in the dDG
for extinction of cocaine-associated contextual memories.

Neuropsychopharmacology (2020) 45:1506–1517; https://doi.org/10.1038/s41386-019-0597-z

INTRODUCTION
Cocaine addiction is characterized by compulsive drug intake that
can be triggered by learned associations between contextual cues
and the rewarding properties of the drug [1–3]. In humans and
rodents, the hippocampus plays a large role in establishing and
maintaining associations between a drug and the environmental
context in which the drug is taken. In particular, the
dorsal hippocampus (dHPC), which is heavily implicated in
contextual memory, can form cocaine-context associations and
trigger drug seeking upon reexposure to the drug-paired context
[2]. Furthermore, subregions of the hippocampus are differentially
implicated in contextual associations. The dorsal dentate gyrus
(dDG) subregion of the dHPC, which is the primary input to the
hippocampal circuit, generates contextual memories associated
with cocaine conditioned place preference (CPP) [4], in part
through dopamine 1 receptor (D1R)-dependent mechanisms
[5, 6]. Accordingly, the dDG is activated following reexposure to
a cocaine-paired context [7] and has been recently implicated in
extinction of morphine CPP [8] and cue-induced reinstatement of
methamphetamine self-administration [9]. Cocaine also recruits
the dorsal CA1 (dCA1) subregion of the dHPC during cocaine CPP
[10, 11].

Our previous work has found that extinction of cocaine CPP
involves Cav1.2 L-type Ca2+ channel (LTCC) mechanisms within
the dHPC [12]. Cav1.2 is well known for its role in hippocampal-
dependent learning and memory [13, 14]. The Cav1.2 gene
CACNA1C has been identified as a major candidate risk gene for
multiple neuropsychiatric disorders that are highly comorbid with
substance abuse and addiction [13, 14] with risk alleles being
associated with alcohol dependence and life-time cocaine abuse
in bipolar patients [15] as well as altered reward processing in
healthy individuals [16, 17]. We reported that Cav1.2 channels in
D1R-expressing cells are required for extinction of cocaine CPP
and extinction-dependent changes in hippocampal protein levels
[12], suggesting that D1Rs and Cav1.2 may work in tandem within
the hippocampus to produce extinction behavior. D1Rs play a
crucial role in memory processes including extinction of learned
behaviors such as cocaine CPP [18]. However, the hippocampal
subregion and cell type in which D1Rs and Cav1.2 channels
interact to produce extinction behavior and their subsequent
impact on cocaine-primed reinstatement (CPR) remains unknown.
Cav1.2 channels can be regulated in an activity-dependent

manner by protein kinase A (PKA) [19, 20], potentially via
phosphorylation at serine 1928 (S1928) [19, 21]. PKA, activated
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downstream of D1Rs [22], also phosphorylates GluA1 AMPA
receptor at serine 845 (S845) [23] which is shown to be involved in
spatial memory [24, 25] and cocaine self-administration [26]. PKA
is localized to Cav1.2 [20, 27, 28] and GluA1 [20, 23, 29] by A-kinase
anchor protein 150 (AKAP150), which was identified in an
unbiased proteomic screen to be significantly increased in the
nucleus accumbens following cocaine extinction and is required
for cocaine-induced reinstatement behavior via recruitment of
GluA1 AMPA receptor mechanisms [30]. This PKA–AKAP interac-
tion is also required within hippocampal synapses for mechanisms
underlying hippocampal-dependent contextual learning and
memory [31].
Here, using a combination of genetic, chemogenetic, and

molecular experiments, we provide evidence that excitatory cells
of the dDG recruit Cav1.2 channel signaling within D1R-expressing
cells that is necessary for extinction and cocaine-induced
reinstatement of CPP behavior.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals
Adult (>postnatal day 60) male wildtype mice (Jackson Labora-
tories) and all mutant mice used for experiments were bred on the
C57BL/6J background. Mice with conditional knockout of Cav1.2 in
dopamine D1 receptor (D1R) expressing cells (D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl) and
their wildtype littermates (D1cre, Cav1.2

+/+) were generated by
breeding male and female D1cre, Cav1.2

+/− mice. Viral vector
mediated deletion of Cav1.2 was achieved using Cav1.2

fl/fl mice as
previously published [12]. Mice expressing a serine to alanine
knock-in (KI) substitution at position serine 1928 of Cav1.2 (S1928A
Cav1.2 KIs) were generated as described previously [32]. Mice
expressing a serine to alanine KI substitution at position serine 845
of GluA1 (S845A GluA1 KIs) were generated as described
previously [33]. Mutant mice were indistinguishable from wildtype
mice in weight, development, and general health. Mice were
maintained under climate-controlled conditions on a 12 h light/
dark cycle with ad-libitum access to food and water. All
procedures were approved by the Weill Cornell Medicine
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee and conducted in
accordance with the 2011 Eighth Edition of the National Institutes
of Health guidelines for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.

Drugs
Cocaine Hydrochloride (Sigma Aldrich) was dissolved in 0.9%
saline at a concentration of 1 mg/mL and injected intraperitone-
ally at 0.01 ml/g body weight for a final dose of 10 mg/kg.
Clozapine-N-oxide (CNO, Enzo Life Sciences) was dissolved in
saline at a concentration of 0.3 mg/ml and injected 0.01 ml/g body
weight for a final dosage of 3 mg/kg.

Chemogenetic manipulation
DREADDs (Designer Receptor Exclusively Activated by Designer
Drug) were utilized to manipulate cells during behavioral testing.
Adult male mice underwent bilateral stereotaxic surgery as
previously described [12] using coordinates adopted from the
Mouse Brain Atlas [34]. A Cre-dependent adeno-associated viral
(AAV) vector expressing hM3Dq excitatory DREADD (AAV8-hSyn-
DIO-HA-hM3DGq-IRES-mCitrine, Duke University Viral Vector Core)
[35] was injected into bilateral dDG (1.8 mm anterior, 2.5 mm
ventral, and ±1.2 mm lateral to bregma, 400 nl/side) or bilateral
dCA1 (1.8 mm anterior, 2.0 mm ventral, and ±1.2 mm lateral to
bregma, 500 nl/side) of D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice. Experimental mice
received CNO (3mg/kg, i.p.) 45 min prior to each extinction
training session. The control group consisted of two types of
surgeries. Mice in the first control group were injected with a Cre-
dependent AAV expressing the hM3Dq excitatory DREADD into
the dDG (200 nl/side) and dCA1 (300 nl/side) and received saline
injection (0.01 ml/g body weight; i.p.) 45 min prior to each

extinction training session. Mice in the second control group
were injected with a Cre-dependent virus lacking the hM3Dq
isoform (AAV8-EF1a-DIO-eYFP) into the dDG and dCA1 and
received CNO (3mg/kg, i.p.) 45 min prior to each extinction
training session. Fluorescence immunohistochemistry was per-
formed to confirm injection placement.
A CaMK2-driven excitatory DREADD (AAV8-CaMK2a-hM3D

(Gq)-mCherry, addgene #50476) [35] was used to excite
CaMK2-expressing cells of the dDG in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice
during extinction training. Adult male mice were bilaterally
injected into the dDG as described above. For control mice, an
AAV expressing eGFP under the CaMK2 promoter (AAV8-
CaMK2a-eGFP) was injected into bilateral dDG. Behavioral
experiments began after a minimum of 3 weeks to allow
for maximal DREADD virus expression. All mice received CNO
(3 mg/kg, i.p.) 45 min prior to each extinction training session
but did not receive CNO prior to the cocaine-reinstatement test.
Fluorescence immunohistochemistry was performed to confirm
injection placement.

Focal deletion of Cav1.2
An AAV expressing Cre recombinase under the CaMK2 promoter
(AAV2/2-CaMK2-Cre-eGFP) was bilaterally delivered into either the
dDG or dCA1 of cacna1c floxed mice (Cav1.2

fl/fl mice) using
coordinates and volumes listed above. For control mice, an AAV
expressing GFP under the CaMK2 promoter (AAV2/2-CaMK2-eGFP)
was delivered into the dDG (200 nl/side) and dCA1 (300 nl/side).
GFP fluorescence immunohistochemistry was performed to
confirm injection placement.

Fluorescence immunohistochemistry
Brain sections were incubated in anti-chicken GFP (1:5000; Aves
Labs, cat # GFP-1010) and anti-rabbit mCherry (1:5000; Abcam, cat
# ab167453) as previously described [12] and imaged using an
epifluorescent microscope (Leica DM550B with Leica Application
Suite Advanced Fluorescence 3.0.0 build 8134 software, Leica
Microsystems).

CPP behavioral protocol
Cocaine CPP and extinction was performed as previously
published [12] using a biased protocol with a three-chamber
place preference apparatus (Med Associates Inc., St. Albans, VT,
USA). During the baseline test, mice were given free access to all
three chambers for 20min, and time spent in each chamber was
recorded. During the acquisition training period (days 2–4), in the
morning session, each mouse was given a systemic injection of
saline (0.01 ml/g body weight) and confined for 20 min to the
most-preferred chamber. Six hours later (afternoon session), each
mouse was given a systemic injection of cocaine (10 mg/kg i.p.)
and confined to the opposite chamber for 20 min. For experi-
ments involving a saline control group, mice were injected with
saline prior to being placed into both the morning-assigned
chamber and afternoon-assigned chamber. For the acquisition
test session (day 5), mice were allowed free access to all three
chambers for 20 min, and cocaine preference score (in seconds)
was calculated as time spent in the cocaine-paired chamber minus
time spent in the saline-paired chamber.
To assess extinction, mice were allowed free access to all three

chambers for 20 min (beginning day 6) every 24 h and cocaine
preference was evaluated as above. For experiments that
compared extinction scores between groups, all mice were
run for 4 days of extinction training and preference scores on
the final day of extinction training were reported. For
experiments that included a CPR test, mice were injected with
cocaine (10 mg/kg, i.p.) and allowed free access to all three
chambers for 20 min. Cocaine preference was evaluated as time
spent in cocaine-paired chamber minus time spent in saline-
paired chamber.
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Locomotion
Horizontal distance traveled as measured by number of beam
breaks was recorded in the three-chamber place preference
apparatus (Med Associates Inc., St. Albans, VT, USA) during
baseline CPP testing, extinction CPP testing, and cocaine-
reinstatement testing using computer-assisted activity monitoring
software (Med Associates) for 20min.

Protein lysate preparation
Protein lysates were prepared as previously published [36]. One
hour following the final extinction trial, mice were rapidly
decapitated and whole brains were quickly removed. Fresh brains
were sectioned in the coronal plane using a brain block (Zivic
instruments), and the dDG and dCA1 were bilaterally dissected.
Tissue was homogenized using a Teflon pestle (Pyrex) in cold
sucrose buffer containing protease and phosphatase inhibitors.
After spinning the homogenate at 1000 × g for 10 min, the
supernatant was collected and used for western immunoblotting.

Western immunoblotting
Western immunoblotting was performed as previously described
[12]. Twenty micrograms of protein/sample were separated by
10% SDS-PAGE and transferred to polyvinylidene difluoride
membranes, which were blocked in 5% nonfat dry milk and then
incubated 24–48 h at 4 °C in a primary antibody prior to being
incubated in peroxidase-linked IgG conjugated secondary anti-
body at 1:5000 at room temperature for 1 h. Blots were incubated
with the following primary antibodies at a dilution of 1:1000;
Cav1.2 (Alomone Labs Cat# AGP-001), S1928 P-Cav1.2 (Signalway
Antibody, Cat # 12674), AKAP150 (Santa Cruz, Cat # sc-10765), PKA
(BD Biosciences Cat # 610980), GluA1 (Millipore Cat# AB1504),
S845 P-GluA1 (Abcam Cat # ab3901), and GAPDH (Abcam Cat#
ab22555). The Cav1.2 antibody used has been validated for its
specificity [36]. Proteins were quantified at the following
molecular weights: Cav1.2 and P-Cav1.2 at 250 kDa, PKA at 45
kDa, AKAP150 at 150 kDa, GluA1 and P-GluA1 at 100 kDa, and
GAPDH at 36 kDa. Protein bands were quantified as mean optical
intensity using ImageJ software (NIH) and normalized to GAPDH.
Normalized optical density values from each sample were used to
calculate the fold change for each treatment group compared
with the control group (set to 1.0) on the same blot.

Statistics
All CPP behavioral data were analyzed by repeated measures two-
way ANOVA followed by Bonferroni–Dunn post-hoc test to
compare main effects of treatment and testing session between
groups. Other data were first analyzed for normality using the
Shapiro–Wilk normality test. All normally distributed experimental
data were analyzed by a parametric independent samples t-test.
Nonnormally distributed data were analyzed with a nonparametric
test (Mann–Whitney). Statistical analyses were conducted using
GraphPad Prism version 6.0 for Mac (GraphPad Software, La
Jolla, CA) and considered to be statistically significant for values of
p ≤ 0.05.

RESULTS
Activation of dopamine D1R-expressing cells in the dorsal DG is
sufficient to rescue the extinction deficit in D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice
We previously demonstrated using a conditional knockout mouse
line in which Cav1.2 was globally deleted from dopamine D1
receptor (D1R)-expressing cells (D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl) that Cav1.2
channels were required in this cell type for extinction of cocaine
CPP and for extinction-associated protein changes in the
hippocampus [12]. To further determine the hippocampal
subregion involved in this extinction deficit, we used chemoge-
netics to test whether excitation of dopamine D1R-expressing cells
lacking Cav1.2 in the dDG or dCA1 during extinction was sufficient

to rescue the extinction deficit previously observed in D1cre,
Cav1.2

fl/fl mice compared with D1cre, Cav1.2
+/+ mice [12]. Adult

male D1cre, Cav1.2
fl/fl mice received bilateral stereotaxic injections

of a Cre-dependent excitatory DREADD (AAV8-hSyn-DIO-HA-
hM3DGq-IRES-mCitrine) into the dDG or dCA1 (Fig. 1a). Control
groups included D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice that were either injected
with the Cre-dependent excitatory hM3DGq DREADD in the dHPC
and received saline during extinction training to control for viral
expression (hM3Dq+ Saline) or injected with the control AAV8-
EF1a-DIO-eYFP in the dHPC and received CNO during extinction
training to control for off-target behavioral effects (eYFP+ CNO).
The spread of injections targeting the dDG or dCA1 is displayed in
Supplementary Fig. 1.
Mice underwent cocaine CPP training and testing as outlined in

Fig. 1b. As expected from our prior study [12], all groups acquired
cocaine CPP. Following acquisition of cocaine CPP, mice under-
went extinction training. Forty-five minutes prior to each
extinction session, mice were injected with CNO (hM3DGq+
CNO and eYFP+ CNO) or saline (hM3DGq+ Saline). On the final
extinction session, both groups of D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl control mice
continued to show an extinction deficit (Fig. 1c), as previously
published in naive D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice compared with D1cre,
Cav1.2

+/+ mice [12]. In contrast, mice injected with the excitatory
DREADD into the dDG, but not the dCA1 were able to fully
extinguish their cocaine preference (Fig. 1c; main effect of test
day, F(2, 56)= 64.83, p < 0.0001, no main effect of experimental
group, F(3, 28)= 1.501, p= 0.2358, no significant interaction, test
day × region, F(6, 56)= 1.364, p= 0.2453). These results demon-
strated that chemogenetic activation of the D1R-expressing cells
of the dDG, but not the dCA1 was sufficient to rescue the
extinction deficit in D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice.

Cav1.2 channels are required in excitatory cells of the dorsal DG for
extinction of cocaine CPP
Given our findings that activating dDG D1R-expressing cells of
D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice was sufficient to reverse the extinction
deficit, we next sought to examine the dDG cell type in which
Cav1.2 channels play a role. Previous work has shown that D1Rs
are expressed predominantly within excitatory neurons of the
dDG [37, 38] whereas in the dCA1 they are predominantly
expressed in inhibitory neurons [38, 39]. Using morphology as a
cursory readout of Cre-dependent expression of mCitrine in D1R-
expressing cells in the dDG and dCA1, our data supported these
previous findings. Cells within the dDG revealed strong labeling
(Fig. 2a) with the observed morphology and localization of tightly
packed, elliptical cells within the granule cell (GC) layer with a
cone-shaped tree of apical dendrites extending throughout the
molecular layer (Fig. 2a′), matching characteristics of excitatory
cells [40] and in agreement with D1R-expressing cells within this
layer being mostly excitatory [38]. Immunohistochemistry within
the dCA1 revealed sparse labeling of D1R-expressing cells (Fig. 2b)
suggestive of previously reported inhibitory cell types [39] that
matched the dendritic morphology of inhibitory cells [41] as
well as biased labeling of cells in the stratum oriens (Or) and
stratum radiatum (Rad) (Fig. 2b′) that mostly express inhibitory cell
types [42].
Given the presence of D1Rs primarily in excitatory cells in the

dDG based on published work [37, 38] and morphological
characteristics as described above, we next sought to determine
if Cav1.2 was required in this dDG cell population for cocaine CPP
extinction. We generated focal deletion of Cav1.2 in excitatory
dDG or dCA1 cells in adult male Cav1.2

fl/fl mice by bilateral
stereotaxic delivery of AAV2/2-CaMK2-eGFP-Cre (Fig. 2c), with viral
spread similar to that displayed in Supplementary Fig. 1. Control
mice were injected with AAV2/2-CaMK2-eGFP into the dHPC. We
have previously demonstrated efficient knockdown of Cav1.2
mRNA and protein using this identical Cre recombinase strategy in
Cav1.2

fl/fl mice [43–48]. Mice underwent cocaine CPP training and
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testing (Fig. 2d). All groups of injected mice acquired cocaine CPP
(Fig. 2e), demonstrating that Cav1.2 channels in excitatory cells of
the dDG or the dCA1 is not required for the acquisition of cocaine
CPP. However, compared with control and dCA1 injected mice,
AAV2/2-CaMK2-Cre dDG injected mice showed a significant
deficit in extinction of cocaine CPP (Fig. 2e; main effect of test
day, F(2, 52)= 47.13, p < 0.0001, no main effect of region, F(2, 26)=
0.6672, p= 0.5217, significant interaction, test day × region,
F(4, 52)= 4.02, p= 0.0065). Taken together, the findings that
chemogenetic excitation of Cav1.2-deficient D1R-expressing cells
within the dDG rescues the extinction deficit (Fig. 1c) and that
D1Rs are expressed primarily in excitatory dDG cells (Fig. 2a)
[37, 38] suggest that Cav1.2 channels within D1R-expressing
excitatory cells of the dDG may be functionally involved in
extinction-induced plasticity.

Extinction of cocaine CPP induces D1R-dependent molecular
changes in the dorsal DG
Next to begin to explore the signaling mechanisms downstream
of D1Rs and Cav1.2 channels in the dDG, we first examined
molecular changes in C57BL/6J mice that underwent either saline
or cocaine CPP training and extinction (Fig. 3a, b; main effect of
test day, F(2, 28)= 9.862, p= 0.0004, no main effect of treatment,
F(1, 14)= 1.543, p= 0.2346, significant interaction, test day ×
treatment, F(2, 28)= 10.6, p= 0.0004). We compared protein levels
from mice that underwent saline and cocaine extinction as our
previous study found that Cav1.2 levels were altered only
following extinction, but not acquisition of cocaine CPP nor a
similar period of withdrawal following cocaine CPP [12].
After the last extinction session, total protein lysates from dDG

were used for western blots to examine changes in protein levels
of Cav1.2, S1928 P-Cav1.2, GluA1, S845 P-GluA1, AKAP150, and

PKA. The S1928 P-Cav1.2 antibody was validated for specificity
using protein lysates from mice lacking the S1928 phosphoryla-
tion site (S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice) [32] that demonstrated
significantly lower levels of S1928 P-Cav1.2 levels compared with
wildtype littermates (Supplementary Fig. 2; t(9)= 6.933; p <
0.0001). Quantitative analysis revealed that cocaine CPP extinction
significantly increased Cav1.2 levels in the dDG (p= 0.0003, U= 0),
similar to our previous report using total hippocampal lysates [12].
Examination of S1928 P-Cav1.2 was higher when normalized to
GAPDH (Fig. 3c; p= 0.0104, U= 8), however this increase was
absent when normalized to total Cav1.2 levels (Fig. 3c; t(13)= 1.872;
p= 0.0839). Protein levels of S845 P-GluA1 were higher following
extinction when normalized to GAPDH (Fig. 3c; t(14)= 2.491; p=
0.0259) and total GluA1 (Fig. 3c; p= 0.0012, U= 2). PKA levels
were also higher (t(13)= 2.476; p= 0.0278; Fig. 3c). No change in
levels of total GluA1 (t(14)= 1.575; p= 0.1377) or AKAP150 (t(13)=
0.9432; p= 0.3628) was observed (Fig. 3c).
Next to determine whether the observed molecular changes in

the dDG could be attributed to D1R-expressing cells, D1cre,
Cav1.2

+/+ mice and D1cre, Cav1.2
fl/fl mice were examined for

protein changes following cocaine CPP extinction (Fig. 3d).
Replicating our previous findings [12], D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice
did not extinguish cocaine CPP (Fig. 3e; main effect of test day,
F(2, 30)= 33.37, p < 0.0001, no main effect of genotype, F(1, 15)=
0.5573, p= 0.4669, significant interaction, test day × genotype, F(2,
30)= 5.182, p= 0.0117). As expected based on our previous report
using hippocampus tissue [12], Cav1.2 was significantly reduced in
the dDG of D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice compared with D1cre, Cav1.2
+/+

mice (Fig. 3f; t(11)= 2.224; p= 0.0480). Protein levels of S1928
P-Cav1.2 were unaltered in D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice compared with
D1cre, Cav1.2

+/+ mice when normalized to GAPDH (Fig. 3f; t(12)=
1.13; p= 0.2805) or total Cav1.2 (Fig. 3f; t(11)= 0.6954; p= 0.5013).
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Fig. 1 Activation of D1R-expressing cells in the dDG rescues the extinction deficit in D1cre, Cav1.2
fl/fl mice. a D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice were
injected with a Cre-dependent AAV expressing hM3D(Gq) into either bilateral dDG or bilateral dCA1 in order to express hM3Dq in D1R-
expressing cells that lacked Cav1.2. Representative images of brain sections from D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice displaying mCitrine-positive cells
expressing AAV8-hSyn-DIO-HA-hM3D(Gq)-IRES-mCitrine in either the dDG or dCA1. b Experimental timeline of the CPP acquisition
and extinction protocol and CNO treatment. Mice were injected with CNO 45min prior to extinction training. c All groups of D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl

mice acquired cocaine CPP prior to any CNO treatment (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition). Both groups of D1cre,
Cav1.2

fl/fl control mice (hM3Dq+ Saline [n= 7] and eGFP+ CNO [n= 9]) failed to extinguish cocaine CPP (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc
baseline vs. extinction). D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice injected with excitatory DREADDs in the dDG (n= 8) extinguished cocaine CPP (#p < 0.001,
Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction) while D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice injected with excitatory DREADDs in the dCA1 (n= 8) continued to
show an extinction deficit (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. extinction).
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Protein levels of total GluA1 were unaltered between genotypes
(Fig. 3f; t(11)= 1.552; p= 0.1490) while S845 P-GluA1 was
significantly lower when normalized to GAPDH (Fig. 3f; t(11)=
3.203; p= 0.0084) but not total GluA1 (Fig. 3f; t(11)= 1.542; p=
0.1514). AKAP150 levels were significantly lower in D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl

mice compared with D1cre, Cav1.2
+/+ mice (Fig. 3f; t(11)= 2.703;

p= 0.0205) while PKA (Fig. 3f; t(12)= 0.4727; p= 0.6449) was
unaltered between genotypes.

S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice demonstrate an attenuated response to
cocaine-primed reinstatement (CPR)
Next, given the inconclusive findings regarding the contribution of
S1928 P-Cav1.2 to extinction using western analysis (Fig. 3c, f), we
next sought to complement these findings by examining global
S1928A Cav1.2 phosphomutant KI mice [32] and their WT littermates
in cocaine CPP (Fig. 4a). KI mice showed no gross abnormalities
[19, 32] and no difference in basal locomotion (Supplementary
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Fig. 2 Focal knockout of Cav1.2 channels in excitatory cells of the dDG results in a cocaine extinction deficit. a Representative images of
brain sections from D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice displaying mCitrine-positive D1R-expressing cells in the dDG. Labeled cells are expressed most
densely in the granule cell (GC) layer of the dDG and display morphological characteristics of principal excitatory cells (A′). b Representative
images of brain sections from D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice displaying mCitrine-positive D1R-expressing cells in the dCA1. Labeled cells are sparsely
expressed throughout the stratum radiatum (Rad) and stratum oriens (Or) with almost a complete lack of expression in the stratum
pyramidale (Pyr) (B′). Labeled cells display morphological characteristics of inhibitory neurons. c Left, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice were injected with an AAV
expressing Cre under the CaMK2 promoter into either bilateral dDG or bilateral dCA1 in order to selectively delete Cav1.2 in excitatory cells of
these subregions. Right, Representative images of brain sections from Cav1.2

fl/fl mice displaying eGFP-positive cells expressing AAV2-CaMK2-
eGFP-cre in either the dDG or dCA1. d Experimental timeline of surgery and the CPP extinction protocol. e Control mice [eYFP (dDG+ dCA1);
n= 15] acquired (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition) and extinguished (#p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs.
extinction) cocaine CPP. Mice with Cav1.2 deleted in excitatory cells of the dDG (n= 8) acquired (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs.
acquisition) but did not extinguish (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. extinction) cocaine CPP. Mice with Cav1.2 deleted in
excitatory cells of the dCA1 (n= 6) acquired (*p < 0.001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition) and extinguished (#p < 0.001, Bonferroni
post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction) cocaine CPP.

Contribution of D1R-expressing neurons of the dorsal dentate gyrus and. . .
CE Burgdorf et al.

1510

Neuropsychopharmacology (2020) 45:1506 – 1517



Fig. 3A; t(36)= 0.436; p= 0.6655). Both S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice and WT
littermates acquired cocaine CPP (Fig. 4b), and both groups of mice
were able to fully extinguish their cocaine preference (Fig. 4b). Given
these findings, we next sought to determine the necessity of S1928

P-Cav1.2 phosphorylation for CPR. Following extinction, mice were
tested in CPR following a priming injection of cocaine. WT
littermates, but not S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice, showed successful
reinstatement of cocaine CPP (Fig. 4b; main effect of test day, F(3, 63)
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Fig. 3 Cocaine CPP extinction induces increases in protein levels of Cav1.2, S1928 P-Cav1.2, S845 P-GluA1, and PKA in the dDG that are
partly dependent on Cav1.2 channels in D1R-expressing cells. a Experimental timeline of the saline and cocaine extinction protocol in
C57BL/6J mice. b Cocaine (n= 8), but not saline-treated mice (n= 8) demonstrate acquisition (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs.
acquisition) and extinction (#p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction) of cocaine CPP. c Extinction of cocaine CPP significantly
increased protein levels of Cav1.2, S1928 P-Cav1.2/GAPDH, S845 P-GluA1/GAPDH, S845 P-GluA1/GluA1, and PKA but not S1928 P-Cav1.2/
Cav1.2, GluA1, or AKAP150 in the dDG of cocaine extinguished mice (n= 7–8) compared with saline controls (n= 8). Representative bands
from each group run on the same blot are shown. d Experimental timeline of the CPP extinction protocol in D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice. e Both D1cre,
Cav1.2

+/+ mice (n= 8) and D1cre, Cav1.2
fl/fl mice (n= 9) acquired cocaine CPP (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition). D1cre,

Cav1.2
+/+ mice extinguished cocaine CPP (#p < 0.001, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction), while D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice demonstrated
an extinction deficit (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. extinction). f Following extinction training, the dDG of D1cre, Cav1.2

+/+ (n=
6–8) and D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice (n= 6–8) was analyzed for protein changes. Compared with D1cre, Cav1.2
+/+ mice that successfully extinguished

cocaine CPP, extinction-resistant D1cre, Cav1.2
fl/fl mice showed significant decreases in Cav1.2, S845 P-GluA1/GAPDH, and AKAP150 and no

differences in S1928 P-Cav1.2/GAPDH, S1928 P-Cav1.2/Cav1.2, S845 P-GluA1/GluA1, GluA1, and PKA. Representative bands from each
genotype run on the same blot are shown.
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= 21.67, p < 0.0001, no main effect of genotype, F(1, 21)= 2.629, p=
0.1199, significant interaction, test day × genotype, F(3, 63)= 4.8, p=
0.0045). The lack of reinstatement was not due to altered cocaine-
induced locomotor activity during the CPR test. Cocaine significantly
increased locomotor activity in both genotypes, with significantly
higher cocaine-induced locomotor response in KI versus WT mice
(Supplementary Fig. 3B; main effect of test day, F(1,26)= 42.41, p <
0.0001, main effect of genotype, F(1,26)= 20.64, p= 0.0001, no
significant interaction, test day × genotype F(1, 26)= 1.933, p= 0.176).

Activation of excitatory cells in the dDG of S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice
is sufficient to reverse CPR
Given the surprising findings of a lack of cocaine-induced
reinstatement in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice, we next sought to
test the involvement of the dDG during extinction on the lack of
CPR in these global KI mice. Using chemogenetics, we tested
whether enhancing activity of excitatory cells of the dDG of
S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice during extinction training would be
sufficient to reverse their lack of cocaine-induced reinstatement.
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Fig. 4 S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice do not exhibit cocaine-primed reinstatement of cocaine CPP. a Experimental timeline of the CPP acquisition,
extinction, and cocaine-primed reinstatement (CPR) protocol. b Both WT littermates (n= 13) and S1928A Cav1.2 KI (n= 10) mice demonstrate
acquisition (*p < 0.001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition) and extinction (#p < 0.01, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction) of
cocaine CPP. WT littermates reinstated cocaine CPP following a cocaine-priming injection (^p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc extinction vs. CPR),
whereas S1928A Cav1.2 KIs demonstrated a significantly attenuated reinstatement response (#p < 0.001, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs.
CPR). c Left, S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice were injected with AAV2-CaMK2-hM3D(Gq)-mCherry in the dDG in order to express the hM3Dq in excitatory
cells of the dDG. Right, Representative image of brain sections from S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice displaying mCherry-positive cells expressing AAV8-
CaMK2a-hM3D(Gq)-mCherry in the dDG. d Experimental timeline of CPP acquisition, extinction and CPR protocol and CNO treatment. CNO was
injected 45min prior to extinction training but not prior to CPR. e Both S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice with (n= 7) and without (n= 6) hM3Dq in the
absence of CNO treatment acquired cocaine CPP (*p < 0.01, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition). hM3Dq-mediated activation of dDG
excitatory cells of S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice had no impact on extinction behavior as both hM3Dq-injected KI and control KI mice showed
significantly lower preference score on extinction compared with acquisition test day (#p < 0.01, Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction).
On CPR test day in the absence of CNO treatment, however, S1928A Cav1.2 KI control mice did not demonstrate CPR (#p < 0.001, Bonferroni
post-hoc acquisition vs. CPR), while S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice with hM3Dq manipulation during extinction demonstrated CPR (^p < 0.0001,
Bonferroni post-hoc extinction vs. CPR). f Both S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice with (n= 7) and without (n= 6) the excitatory DREADD showed similar
rates of extinction as demonstrated by no difference in the number of days to reach criterion for extinction.
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S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice were injected bilaterally in the dDG with
an excitatory DREADD under the CaMK2 promoter (AAV8-CaMK2a-
hM3D(Gq)-mCherry) or a control virus (AAV8-CaMK2a-eGFP;
Fig. 4c), with typical viral spread similar to that displayed in
Supplementary Fig. 1, and subjected to cocaine CPP (Fig. 4d). Both
groups acquired cocaine CPP as expected (Fig. 4e). During
extinction training, all mice were injected with CNO 45min prior
to placement into the CPP chamber. hM3Dq-mediated activation
of dDG excitatory cells of S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice had no impact on
extinction behavior as both hM3Dq-injected and control KI mice
showed significantly lower preference score on extinction
compared with acquisition day (Fig. 4e). In addition, both groups
extinguished cocaine CPP within a similar number of days (Fig. 4f;
t(11)= 0.2269; p= 0.8247), demonstrating that activation of
excitatory cells in the dDG of these mice did not change the
rate of extinction. Once extinguished, mice received a cocaine-
priming challenge without CNO administration and were tested
for reinstatement. S1928A Cav1.2 KI control mice continued to
show a lack of reinstatement (Fig. 4e) as previously seen (Fig. 4b).
S1928A Cav1.2 KI hM3Dq-injected mice, however, demonstrated a
significant reinstatement of cocaine preference in response to the
cocaine challenge, (Fig. 4e; main effect of test day, F(3, 33)= 16.40,
p < 0.0001, trending significant main effect of genotype, F(1, 11)=
4.073, p= 0.0686, significant interaction, test day × viral treatment,
F(3, 33)= 8.429, p= 0.0003), indicating that activation of excitatory
dDG cells in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice during extinction learning was
sufficient to induce reinstatement.

S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice demonstrate enhanced basal levels of S845
P-GluA1 that is required for extinction of cocaine CPP
To further explore the lack of the extinction deficit in S1928A
Cav1.2 KI mice, we next examined if the chronic developmental
loss of phosphorylation at S1928, and potentially chronic
developmental loss of Cav1.2 channel activity, could induce

compensatory molecular changes in the dDG. Western blot
analysis of dDG protein lysates found no basal difference in
Cav1.2 levels in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice compared with WT
littermates (Fig. 5a; t(12)= 1.204; p= 0.2516), demonstrating that
S1928A mutation does not alter stability of Cav1.2 protein.
Although GluA1 protein levels were lower (Fig. 5a; t(12)= 3.02;
p= 0.0107), S845 P-GluA1/GAPDH levels were higher in S1928A
Cav1.2 KI mice compared with WT littermates (Fig. 5a; t(12)= 1.86;
p= 0.0876), resulting in overall higher level of S845 P-GluA1
compared with total GluA1 (Fig. 5a; t(12)= 4.354; p= 0.0009),
reminiscent of homeostatic plasticity-induced increase in S845 P-
GluA1 [23] as a result of hypoactivity of LTCCs [49, 50].
Interestingly, PKA levels were lower (Fig. 5a; p= 0.0379, U= 8)
with no change in AKAP levels (Fig. 5a; t(12)= 0.1034; p= 0.9194).
Given the higher basal S845 P-GluA1 in the dDG of S1928A

Cav1.2 KI mice that successfully extinguished cocaine CPP (Fig. 5a)
and the observed increase in S845 P-GluA1 levels following
extinction in C57BL/6J mice (Fig. 3c), we next sought to examine
the necessity of S845 GluA1 phosphorylation in extinction of
cocaine CPP by testing global KI mice lacking the S845 GluA1
phosphorylation site (S845A GluA1 KI mice) [33]. S845A GluA1 KI
and WT mice were subjected to cocaine CPP followed by
extinction (Fig. 5b). Although S845A GluA1 KI mice acquired
cocaine CPP to a similar degree as WT littermates, S845A GluA1 KI
mice were unable to extinguish cocaine CPP (Fig. 5c; main effect
of test day, F(2, 48)= 41.57, p < 0.0001, main effect of genotype,
F(1, 24)= 6.444, p= 0.0180, trending interaction, test day ×
genotype, F(2, 48)= 2.072, p= 0.1370), as demonstrated by their
sustained high preference score during the extinction test.

DISCUSSION
In this study, we provide genetic and chemogenetic evidence that
supports contribution of Cav1.2 channels and D1R-expressing
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Fig. 5 S845 P-GluA1 is required for extinction of cocaine CPP. a Basally, there were no differences in protein levels of Cav1.2 in S1928A
Cav1.2 KI (n= 7) compared with WTs (n= 7). S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice had significantly lower protein levels of GluA1 and trending higher protein
levels of S845 P-GluA1/GAPDH compared with WTs, resulting in significantly higher protein levels of S845 P-GluA1/GluA1. There was no
difference in AKAP150 but significantly lower PKA in S1928A Cav1.2 KI compared with WTs. Representative bands from each genotype are
shown from the same blot. b Experimental timeline of the CPP extinction protocol. c Both WT littermates (n= 18) and S845A GluA1 KI mice
(n= 18) acquired cocaine CPP (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs. acquisition). WTs extinguished cocaine CPP (#p < 0.0001,
Bonferroni post-hoc acquisition vs. extinction), whereas S845A GluA1 KI mice did not extinguish (*p < 0.0001, Bonferroni post-hoc baseline vs.
extinction) cocaine CPP.
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excitatory cells of the dDG in extinction of cocaine CPP.
Examination of mice globally deficient in phosphorylation of
Cav1.2 at S1928, a PKA site, revealed that these mice do not have a
deficit in extinction. However, these S1928 Cav1.2 phosphomutant
mice failed to reinstate cocaine CPP following a cocaine challenge.
Studies exploring the possible lack of an extinction deficit in S1928
Cav1.2 phosphomutant mice revealed higher basal levels of S845
phosphorylation of GluA1 subunit of AMPA receptors in the dDG,
suggesting homeostatic adaptation. Testing mice globally defi-
cient in S845 GluA1 revealed that these mice have an extinction
deficit. These findings illustrate involvement of Cav1.2 channels
within the dDG in extinction of cocaine CPP, with data supporting
a role in D1R-expressing subpopulation of neurons within this
region and a role for S1928 P-Cav1.2 in cocaine-induced
reinstatement of cocaine CPP.

Dopamine D1Rs, dHPC, Cav1.2 channels, and extinction of cocaine-
associated behaviors
Although the role of dopamine and D1Rs in the dHPC during
cocaine-associated behaviors, particularly extinction, remains
underexplored, studies in humans find that dopamine release in
the hippocampus in response to a drug-associated stimuli can
enhance hippocampus-dependent memory formation [7] and is
shown in rodents to regulate extinction of drug-associated CPP
[5, 7], with a role for D1Rs [18]. Our chemogenetic manipulation
during extinction training wherein we activated D1R-expressing
cells in the dDG of D1cre, Cav1.2

fl/fl mice that are primarily
excitatory based on previous studies in Drd1a-EGFP mice [37, 38]
and observed cell morphology in this study, was sufficient to
rescue their extinction deficit. Cre recombinase-mediated knock-
out of Cav1.2 in excitatory cells of the dDG attenuated cocaine CPP
extinction, suggesting that Cav1.2 channels in D1R cells of the dDG
are required for extinction. Although Cav1.2 channels have not
been studied in the dDG in extinction of drug-related behaviors,
our findings are supported by previous literature examining
cellular mechanisms of learning in both rat and human dDG cells.
These studies demonstrate that activation of voltage-dependent
calcium channels is essential for dopamine-induced long term
potentiation (LTP) [51, 52], a mechanism associated with fear
extinction [53].
However, based on the experimental design utilized in this

study, it remains unknown whether Cav1.2 channels promote
extinction learning or if DREADD-induced activation of D1R-
expressing cells lacking Cav1.2 acutely affects expression of
the extinction behavior. Future experiments will examine the
consequence of activating dDG D1R-expressing cells during
extinction learning by examining extinction behavior in the
absence of CNO. We additionally cannot rule out nonspecific
hM3Dq expression in D1R-negative neurons of the dDG, however
numerous studies have demonstrated the selectivity of hM3Dq
expression in Cre-expressing cells using viral brain-specific
injections [54, 55]. Our finding that Cav1.2 channels are not
required in excitatory cells of the dCA1 that do not express D1Rs
[39] (Fig. 2b), supports an important role of synergistic activity of
dopamine (via D1Rs) and Cav1.2 channels in the dDG in cocaine
CPP extinction learning.
GCs within the dDG, which express D1Rs and do not express

D2Rs [38], are considered to be the “gatekeepers” of the
hippocampus [56] through their excitatory projections to pyrami-
dal cells in the dCA3 [57]. Overall, dopamine input into the dDG
reduces excitation of excitatory GCs [58]. Therefore, activation of
D1R-expressing cells in the dDG during extinction learning could
potentially inhibit the original cocaine-associated contextual
memory that is thought to require activity of the dCA3 region
for extinction of cocaine self-administration [59]. Lower activation
of D1R-expressing cells in the dDG as a result of Cav1.2 knockout
could therefore result in lack of inhibition of dCA3 and thus lead to
the observed extinction deficit.

Another potential mechanism by which dopamine can impact
extinction is through D1R-mediated enhancement of the differ-
entiation and survival of newborn adult hippocampal neurons,
shown to be required for extinction of cocaine CPP and self-
administration [7]. As newborn neurons are more excitable and
modulate network activity in the dDG, any alterations in
neurogenesis, which is dependent on Cav1.2 channels
[43, 60, 61], would also impact final output activity of the dHPC
[57] and potentially alter neurogenesis-dependent behaviors
including extinction learning.

Dopamine D1R, Cav1.2 channels, and dorsal hippocampal
signaling mechanisms in extinction of cocaine-associated
behaviors
Despite the fact that hippocampal dopamine signaling mechan-
isms involved in cocaine extinction learning remain poorly
understood, rodent studies demonstrate that D1R activation
upregulates protein synthesis in hippocampal neurons, a mechan-
ism that contributes to extinction of cocaine CPP [18]. Given that
LTCCs [62, 63] and Cav1.2 channels [46] regulate protein synthesis,
it is highly plausible that Cav1.2 channel-induced increase in
protein synthesis within D1R-expressing cells of the dDG
contribute to mechanisms underlying learning of cocaine CPP
extinction, a question for future studies. Although our previous
publication suggests that the observed protein changes are
specific to extinction [12], future studies will also compare protein
levels following acquisition and withdrawal of cocaine CPP.
D1R-activated PKA has been implicated in hippocampal-

dependent processes and memories [20] including extinction of
contextual fear memories [18], although its impact on Cav1.2
channels remains unknown. Neuronal activity localizes PKA to
Cav1.2 at hippocampal synapses through the tightly coordinated
interaction with AKAP150 [20, 64], phosphorylating Cav1.2 at
S1928 [19], a mechanism recently shown to be essential for
hippocampal LTP [19]. However our experiment to test the
necessity of S1928 using global S1928A Cav1.2 phosphomutant KI
mice revealed that these mice successfully extinguished CPP but
did not reinstate in response to a cocaine challenge.
There are a few possibilities for the lack of an extinction deficit

in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice. One, it is possible that phosphorylation
of Cav1.2 at S1928 in D1R-expressing cells of the dDG is not
required for extinction, given the lack of a decrease in S1928 P-
Cav1.2 levels in the dDG of D1creCav1.2

fl/fl mice. Thus, other D1R-
mediated mechanisms regulating Cav1.2 channels may be
recruited in the dDG for cocaine CPP extinction.
Another possibility for the lack of an extinction deficit could be

a compensatory increase in S845 P-GluA1 in the dDG that we find
in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice using western blot analysis. S845
P-GluA1 has been shown to promote GluA1 targeting to the cell
surface, promoting Ca2+-permeable AMPAR formation and
hippocampal plasticity [20, 23]. Our findings are reminiscent of
another study demonstrating higher levels of Ca2+-permeable
AMPARs in excitatory cells of the amygdala of Cav1.2 knockout
mice [65], a compensatory adaptation attributed to lack of fear
conditioning in these mice. Additional support for this possibility
comes from studies in hippocampal neurons demonstrating
homeostatic scaling up of S845 P-GluA1 as a result of chronic
hypoactivity of LTCCs [49, 50]. Given that extinction increased
S845 P-GluA1 in the dDG and global S845A GluA1 phosphomutant
mice did not extinguish cocaine CPP, it is plausible that the lack of
an extinction deficit in S1928A Cav1.2 KI mice may be due to this
compensatory increase in S845 P-GluA1 that is able to override the
loss of S1928 P-Cav1.2.
It is also possible that a small subset of D1R dDG cells are

recruited during extinction (discussed below), which may explain
why we do not see a decrease in S1928 P-Cav1.2 in D1creCav1.2

fl/fl

mice (Fig. 3f). Future studies using conditional S1928A Cav1.2 KI
mice [66] manipulating S1928 in the dDG in a cell type-specific
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manner, without compensatory adaptations, would be needed to
directly test the requirement of S1928 Cav1.2 phosphorylation in
the dDG for extinction. The use of viral tools to directly manipulate
dDG D1R-expressing cells will additionally address the role of
S1928 in this subpopulation of the dDG.

Dopamine D1Rs, Cav1.2 channels, dHPC, and reinstatement of
cocaine-associated behaviors
Our cocaine CPP extinction and reinstatement experiments in
global S1928A Cav1.2 phosphomutant KI mice revealed that
reinstatement requires S1928 Cav1.2 phosphorylation. Use of
chemogenetics to activate excitatory cells of the dDG of S1928A KI
mice during extinction demonstrated that manipulation of the
dDG during extinction impacts cocaine-induced reinstatement of
cocaine CPP. This is consistent with findings that neuronal
mechanisms underlying extinction learning can impact future
reinstatement behavior [1] and that the dHPC is necessary for
context-induced reinstatement of cocaine self-administration
[59, 67]. Even though our studies do not directly test dopamine
D1R signaling or S1928 Cav1.2 phosphorylation in dDG D1R-
expressing cells in reinstatement, dopamine action in the dDG
through D1Rs is shown to promote reinstatement of morphine-
associated CPP [68, 69] and context-induced reinstatement of
cocaine self-administration [6]. As the dDG is the input point for
the hippocampus, the dDG has a large role in distinguishing
specific characteristics of contextual cues to retrieve previously
stored memories [4]. In addition, stimulation of the dDG increases
dopamine release in the NAc [70] a key region involved in
reinstatement of cocaine seeking [3].
It remains unknown whether the same D1R-expressing dDG

cells and Cav1.2 channel mechanisms that are recruited during
extinction are also recruited during cocaine-induced reinstate-
ment. It is highly possible that separate subpopulations of dDG
D1R-expressing cells are driving extinction versus reinstatement.
In support of this, a recent contextual fear-conditioning study
reported that separate populations (engrams) of dDG neurons
drive fear extinction behavior versus relapse of contextual fear
behavior [71]. Thus, it is possible that following a cocaine-priming
injection, D1R-mediated phosphorylation of Cav1.2 within a
subpopulation of D1R-expressing dDG cells are recruited for
reinstatement. This is supported by studies showing that
reinstatement of cocaine self-administration requires D1Rs in the
dHPC [6] and that cocaine-induced reinstatement of self-
administration recruits mechanisms involving D1Rs, LTCCs, and
GluA1 [72, 73]. As next steps to this study, future studies will
directly address this question and the respective cell type-specific
contribution of Cav1.2 and S1928 Cav1.2 phosphorylation to
extinction versus reinstatement of cocaine CPP.
In summary, we have provided evidence that Cav1.2 channels

are required in excitatory cells of the dDG for extinction of cocaine
CPP and that this may occur through its actions in D1R-expressing
cells of the dDG. As genetic factors account for two thirds of the
risk for cocaine addiction [74] and risk alleles in CACNA1C have
been linked to life-time cocaine abuse [15], these findings provide
a framework for future studies addressing genetic and molecular
mechanisms underlying extinction and reinstatement of cocaine-
associated behaviors.
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