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hospital with 3900 deliveries per year. The aim is to 
evaluate whether the introduction of a gentamicin 
prescription, administration and monitoring chart 
reduces the number of medication errors.

Methods: A retrospective audit looking at all the 
reported clinical incidents forms involving gentamicin 
over a 7 year period between 2002 and 2008.

Results: Since the introduction of the new chart 
in 2005 there was a 16% (0.75) reduction in the 
average annual number of medication errors 
involving gentamicin from 4.75 to 4.00. There were 
no further incidents recorded where the wrong dose 
of gentamicin was given or where a dose was given 
despite a high serum concentration. There has 
also been a 67% reduction in incidents where a 
gentamicin level was not monitored as required.

Conclusions: There has been some improvement 
in the number of gentamicin-based clinical incidents 
with the introduction of a gentamicin-specific chart, 
however errors are still occurring. Recommendations 
include the introduction of regular training on 
appropriate gentamicin prescribing for new staff 
and a mandatory yearly update for permanent 
staff. There is a plan to re-audit this yearly, with 
consideration of electronic prescribing.
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Objective: To examine safety and efficacy of 
velaglucerase alfa every other week in patients 
with Gaucher disease previously receiving 
imiglucerase.

Methods: This open-label, multicenter, 12-month 
study, enrolled 41 patients ≥2 years to receive 
velaglucerase alfa at a dose equalling their prior 
imiglucerase regimen, with infusions administered 
over 1-hour. 

Results: Forty patients received study drug (18 
male, 22 female; 4 previously splenectomized; age 
range, 9-71 years, 25% < 18 years). Median prior 
imiglucerase use was 67 months (range 22-192 
months). Velaglucerase alfa doses were: ≤22.5U/
kg (n=14), 22.5-37.5U/kg (n=12), 37.5-52.5U/kg 
(n=7), and >52.5U/kg (n=7). Velaglucerase alfa 
was generally well tolerated with most AEs of mild 
or moderate severity. No patient experienced a life-
threatening AE; 7 severe AEs (in 5 patients), and 
5 treatment-emergent serious AEs (in 4 patients) 
were reported. One patient discontinued due to a 
hypersensitivity reaction; this patient did not have 
IgG or IgE antibodies. No patients developed IgG 
antibodies to velaglucerase alfa. Clinical parameters 
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were sustained at therapeutic levels through 1 year 
(table). 

 n
Base-
line 

median

Mean 
change 

or % 
change 

from 
baseline 

to 
month 

12

90% CI

Clini-
cally 

signif-
icant 

cutoffs

Hemoglobin 
(g/dL) 40 10.8 -0.1 -0.3, 

0.1 -1, 1

Platelet 
count 
(x109/L)

40 162 7.0% 0.5%, 
13.5%

-20%, 
20%

Normalized 
liver volume 
(% of body 
weight)

40 1.9 0.0% -2.6%, 
2.6%

-15%, 
15%

Normalized 
spleen 
volume (% 
of body 
weight)

36 0.5 -5.6% -10.8%, 
-0.4%

-15%, 
15%

[Clinical parameters]

Conclusions: Adult and pediatric Gaucher disease 
patients, previously treated with imiglucerase 
for ≥6 months, were successfully transitioned to 
velaglucerase alfa, with stability in clinical disease 
measures over 12 months.

Velaglucerase alfa is approved in the U.S.
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Background: Regularly reading aloud with 
young children encourages early literacy. ROR is 
an inexpensive, internationally well established 
programme that successfully promotes language 
development by training healthcare providers to 
encourage reading aloud and providing them with 

books to give to young patients (Rotunda Hospital: 
€2500 provides over 1000 books / annum). 

Aim: Pilot study evaluating first ROR programme 
in Ireland 

Methods: Convenience samples of families with 
children < 3 years, followed by neonatologists in 
Dublin maternity hospital outpatient department, 
surveyed regarding literacy orientation. Responses 
compared pre-ROR (n=38) & post-ROR (n=38), 
sub-analysed using medical cardholder status 
as marker for socio-economic disadvantage. 
Anonymous surveys assessing paediatricians´ & 
nurses´ opinions of programme. 

Results: Survey results for medical card holders 
Pre-ROR % / Post-ROR %; 55.6 / 93.3 (Fischer 
p=0.02) had books for their child, 0 / 37 (Fischer 
p< 0.01) read at bedtime, 0 / 31.3 (Chi square p< 
0.01) listed reading as a favourite activity, 5.6 / 25 
(Fischer p=0.13) reported staff discussed language 
development. Median number of books and minutes 
spent reading / day increased from 4.5 to 9 and 10 to 
30 respectively (Wilcox p=0.07 & p=0.21). Of 14/16 
eligible staff who completed survey, all recommend 
ROR to colleagues; 12/14 felt programme should 
be continued; 11/14 regularly used ROR. Of those, 
all enjoy and would continue using ROR. Since 
ROR, 8/11 discussed language development more 
and 7/11 felt more knowledgeable on language 
development. 

Conclusion: ROR, an inexpensive and effective 
literacy promotion programme, was successfully 
incorporated into an Irish paediatric outpatient 
department.
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