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	METHODS Surgical preparation. All procedures and protocols were approved by the Committee on Animal Research of the University of California, San Francisco. Seven mixed-breed Western pregnant ewes (123-126-d gestation, term = 145 d) were operated on under sterile conditions using local anesthesia (lidocaine hydrochloride, 2%), intramuscular sedation (ketamine hydrochloride, 15 mg/kg), and atropine, 2 mg), and i.v. anesthesia (ketamine hydrochloride, 0.3 mg kg-1 min-1, and diazepam, 0.002 mg kg-1 min-1). A venous catheter was placed in the maternal hind limb for the administration of intraoperative anesthesia and antibiotics.
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