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S tud ie s  i n  t h e  U.S. show t h a t  wi thin  t h e  lower socioeconomic 
s t r a tum black ch i ld ren  a r e  l eane r  than whi te  ch i ld ren  of same sex 
and age, but b lack women show a  higher  prevalence of obes i ty  than 
t h e i r  whi te  coun te rpa r t s .  Thusly a  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  s tudy was under- 
taken t o  determine t h e  age a t  which a  s i g n i f i c a n t  change i n  t h e  
prevalence of obes i ty  does occur i n  black g i r l s .  Charts of 580 
g i r l s ,  who used t h e  Children and Youth C l i n i c  dur ing a  t h ree  
month period i n  1976, were reviewed with  r e spec t  t o  age,  he igh t ,  
weight,  medical diagnoses. Af t e r  exclus ion of c h a r t s  because of 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  o r ,  because the  ind iv idua l ' s  d i sease  might a f -  
f e c t  weight o r  he igh t ,  527 (91%) c h a r t s  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s tudy.  

Ind iv idua l s  from 1 through 19 yea r s  were divided i n t o  age 
groups of two year  i n t e r v a l s .  Weight f o r  height  was ca l cu la t ed  
f o r  each ind iv idua l  us ing NCHS 1976 growth c h a r t s .  The individu-  
a l s  of an age group were then grouped according t o  t h e  percent  ex- 
c e s s  weight f o r  height  i n t o  groups: a )  l e s s  than 110%. b)  110- 
120% (overweight) and c )  more than 120% (obes i ty ) .  

While t h e  incidence of overweight d i d  no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r  
between age groups (p>0.05), t h e  incidence of obes i ty  increased 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  (p<0.001) between t h e  group 11.1-13.0 and 13.1-15.0 
yea r s  of age and p e r s i s t e d  t h e r e a f t e r  a t  t h e  higher  l e v e l .  The 
e t i o l o g y  of t h i s  s t r i k i n g  f ind ing  r equ i r e s  f u r t h e r  s tudy.  
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Of 1.020 consecut ive  admissions t o  a  r eg iona l  neonata l  cen- 
t e r .  38 i n f a n t s  were admit ted fol lowing e l e c t i v e  d e l i v e r y  i n  
which no medical cond i t i on  of t he  mother o r  f e t u s  had necess i -  
t a t e d  immediate'delivery. Twenty i n f a n t s  had problems which 
were no t ,  pr imari ly ,  t h e  r e s u l t  of e l e c t i v e  de l ive ry ,  but 18 
developed hya l ine  membrane d i sease  which was c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
premature de l ive ry .  F i f t een  of t hese  18 i n f a n t s  were de l ive red  
by Caesarean s e c t i o n  and i n  none of t he  mothers had any a s ses s -  
ment of f e t a l  ma tu r i ty  o r  s i z e  (o the r  than the  menstrual  h i s -  
t o ry  and phys i ca l  examination) been attempted. These i n f a n t s  
remained i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  an average of 12.7 days a t  a  mean 
c o s t  of $3456 per  p a t i e n t .  One i n f a n t  d ied.  E lec t ive  d e l i v e r y  
i n  t h e  absence of p re s s ing  medical i n d i c a t i o n s  should not  be 
undertaken wi thout  o b j e c t i v e  assessment of f e t a l  matur i ty .  
Fa i lu re  t o  u t i l i z e  a v a i l a b l e  techniques may produce a  c o s t  i n  
morbidity and mor t a l i t y  which cannot be defended. 
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Montreal Chi ldren 's  Hosp.Research Inst..Dept.of Nephrology, Bathroom sca lds ,  caused by hot water i n  bathtubs ,  s i n k s  and 
Montrea1,Canada. showers a r e  l e s s  f requent  (48 p a t i e n t s ,  26% of a l l  a c u t e  scald  

E s s e n t i a l  hyper tension i s  diagnosed wi th  inc reas ing  frequency p a t i e n t s  a t  t h e  SBI), but a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more seve re  than 
i n  children.Although t h e  cause  i s  unknown.familia1 andlor  hered- "kitchen sca lds . "  Th i s  comparison of s e v e r i t y  can be made i n  
i t a r y  f a c t o r s  a r e  considered important i n  t h e  pathogenesis,and terms of extent  of burn (29% BSA vs .  15% BSA); dep th  of burn (50% 
indeed a n  aggregat ion of blood p re s su re  l e v e l s  has  been demon- had some 3' vs .  33% had some 3'); l eng th  of h o s p i t a l  s t a y  (44 
s t r a t e d  i n  families.We measured dur ing each of 2  consecut ive  days  v s .  34 days) ;  and m o r t a l i t y  (3148 v s .  11138). F o r t y  percent  
summers t h e  blood p re s su re  of 94 o f f sp r ing ,47  males and 47 fe-  of t hese  ch i ld ren  were between twelve and twenty-four months o ld .  
males age 2.5-22 years.from 29 f a m i l i e s  i n  which a t  l e a s t  one and con t r a ry  t o  burn p a t t e r n s  o v e r a l l ,  t h e  ma jo r i ty  were female. 
parent  was being t r e a t e d  f o r  e s s e n t i a l  hypertension.The s u b j e c t s  The bathroom f i x t u r e  was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  40 cases :  bathtub (32). 
were examined a t  home.The blood p re s su re  was recorded a f t e r  15 s ink  (6).  shower (2). I t  is  poss ib l e  t o  group these  acc iden t s  
minutes r e s t  i n  t h e  supine  pos i t i on ;3  va lues  were obta ined i n  i n t o  f i v e  behavioral  ca t egor i e s :  a )  Momentary Lack of Supervi- 
each arm.and t h e  mean of each of t h e  s y s t o l i c  and d i a s t o l i c  s ion (17); b)  Child AbuseINeglect (12); c )  S ib l ing  I n t e r a c t i o n  
p re s su res  was considered a s  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  blood presaure.Hyper- (8); d )  Caretaker Misjudgment (6) ;  e )  ~ r o d u c t l ~ ~ s t e m  F a i l u r e  
t ens ion  was def ined a s  a  s y s t o l i c  and/or d i a s t o l i c  reading above ( 5 ) .  The low l e v e l  of publ ic  awareness about t h e  s e v e r i t y  of 
t h e  95th  p e r c e n t i l e  f o r  age and sex (Ped ia t r i c s  56:3,1975).- m c h  s c a l d s  i s  evident  when, i n  a  te lephone survey (1976) one 
of t h e  s u b j e c t s  was hyper tensive .  half t h e  respondents d isagreed wi th  t h e  statement: "Water from 

F a i l u r e  t o  d e t e c t  hyper tension i n  t h i s  s e l e c t e d  populat ion a  f auce t  can cause a  burn s e r i o u s  enough t o  h o s p i t a l i z e  a  person 
which should t h e o r e t i c a l l y  be  a t  r i s k  because of he red i t a ry  and fo r  a  month." A publ ic  educat ion campaign should include i n f o r -  
f a m i l i a l  f a c t o r s  l e a d s  u s  t o  ques t ion  cu r ren t  e s t ima te s  of t h e  mation about water temperature and exposure t imes  which cause 
inc idence  of e s s e n t i a l  hyper tension i n  ch i ld ren , r epor t ed  by some severe  burns: (111.6OF f o r  20-25 minutes ;  127.4"F f o r  30 sec- 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s  t o  be  a s  h igh a s  2X.Furthermore va lues  recorded onds; 140.O0F f o r  3-5 seconds),  proper s a f e  s e t t i n g s  f o r  domestic 
under du res s  - e . g . , d o c t o r l s  o f f i c e  o r  hospi ta1,should be hot water h e a t e r s  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  housing, water d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  u s e  
regarded a s  p o t e n t i a l l y  spur ious .  and washing app l i ances ,  a s  well a s  proper pa ren ta l  precaut ions  

f o r  bathroom s a f e t y  of young ch i ld ren .  
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PM i s  an unusual cause o f  UTI.  A prospective comparison was Consecutive l iveborn d e l i v e r i e s  (19,295) dur ing 1970-72 were 
made of c l l l l i c a l  and laboratory  f indinqs i n  PM and E. c o l i  reviewed t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  incidence,  r i s k  f a c t o r s ,  and mor t a l i t y  
(EC) pa t i en ts .  Twenty f i v e  consecutive cases o f  ea- hTEpresent- r a t e  a s soc ia t ed  with severe  asphyxia. 214 i n f a n t s  (1.1%) were 
i ng  the f i r s t  known UTI were followed f o r  an average o f  2 1/2 seve re ly  asphyxiated;  mor t a l i t y  was 482. A s t rong  inve r se  co r re -  
years.  Both i n i t i a l  and subsequent episodes were t reated f o r  10- l a t i o n  e x i s t e d  between both incidence o f  and mor t a l i t y  f o r  as-  
14 days. Mean ages o f  PM and EC cases were 3 1/3 and 4 1/4 years phyxia, and g e s t a t i o n a l  age (GA) and b i r t h  weight ( B W ) ,  Table. 
respec t ive ly .  The fo l lowing di f ferences were revealed. Other  predisposing f a c t o r s  were low socioeconomic s t a t u s ,  h i s t o r y  

PM EC P value PM EC P value of f e t a l  wastage, and complicat ions  of pregnancy o r  l abo r .  ks- 
Males 22 2 -0.001 Pyuria 10 16 60.05 phyxia occurred 4  times more commonly wi th  both  breech p re sen ta -  
Fever 5 10 ~ 0 . 0 5  Abnormal IVP 1 5 -0.05 t i o n  and wi th  non-elect ive  cesarean s e c t i o n ,  r ega rd le s s  of GA. 
Sylnptomatic 6 19 -0.001 # Recurred 9 12 ~ 0 . 2  Neurological and i n t e l l e c t u a l  assessments were performed a t  a  
Prote inur ia  4 7 r0 .1  # o f  Recurrences 10 30 -0.01 mean age o f  4.9 y r  on 69/77 su rv ivo r s  of y r s  1970-71. Mean IQ 
Hematuria 2 6 <0 .05  # Recurred a f t e r  4 0 -0.01 was 106; 49 (71%) of t he  su rv ivo r s  were completely normal. Severe 

1 year  handicapping de fec t s  were p re sen t  i n  13/69 (19%) and were equa l ly  
PM UTI i s  therefore character ized by a r e l a t i v e  pauci ty  o f  c l i n i -  f r equen t  i n  term and preterm su rv ivo r s .  8  had c e r e b r a l  p a l s y  (CP) 
c a l  Signs, u r ina ry  abnormalit ies and Structura l  defects o f  GU with mental r e t a r d a t i o n  (MR), 2  had CP alone 2 had MR alone and 
t r a c t  and occurs predominantly i n  males. The proportion o f  PM 1 was deaf .  
pat ients  developing recurrent  in fec t ion  w i th in  1 year a r e  some- In t h i s  s e r i e s ,  asphyxia g rea t -  
what less compared t o  EC pa t i en ts .  Moreover the number o f  re-  l y  increased m o r t a l i t y ,  e spec i a l -  

currences per PM p a t i e n t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l ess  and a r e  extremely l y  i n  t h e  mid and high weight 1.0-1.5 
r a r e  a f t e r  one year  ( P -  0 .01) .  Antimicrobial therapy o f  i n i t i a l  groups. The incidence o f  s eve re  1.5-2.0 41 
UTI i n  boys (pending cu l tu re  r e s u l t s )  should be planned to  i n -  sequelae  was high b u t  d i d  n o t  2.0-2.5 21 1 .4  
clude the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Proteus ~ f i l r a b i l i s .  vary with BW o r  GA. >2.5 0.4 1 8  0 .1  
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