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r g e ,  Univers i tG P a r i s  V I ,  75005 PARIS, France.  
Glycogen s t o r a g e  i n  t h e  f e t a l  l i v e r  obeys a  hormonal 

c o n t r o l  ( J o s t ,  Harvey Lec t .  %:201, 1 9 6 1 ) .  I n  r a b b i t s  
it i s  prevented by d e c a p i t a t i n g  t h e  f e t u s  b e f o r e  day 
25; 'it i s  r e s t o r e d  by g i v i n g  a  c o r t i c o s t e r o i d  + pro- 
l a c t i n e  o r  GH t o  t h e  d e c a p i t a t e .  I n  r a t s  glycogen s t o -  
r age  i s  prevented i n  f e t u s e s  d e c a p i t a t e d  on o r  be fo re  
day 18 on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  mother i s  adrenalectomi-  
zed; it is  r e s t o r e d  simply by g i v i n g  a  c o r t i c o s t e r o i d .  
I t  was s t u d i e d  whether t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  l i v e r  g ly-  
cogen a r e  p a r a l l e l e d  by v a r i a t i o n s  i n  plasma immunore- 
a c t i v e  i n s u l i n  ( I R I ) .  R a b b i t s : f e t u s e s  d e c a p i t a t e d  on 
day 24 and s t u d i e d  day 29 (number i n  b r a c k e t s ) : g l y c o -  
gen=2.Ek0. 2  (10)mg/g f r e s h  t i s s u e ; I R I : 7 3 %  (12)  u U / m l  (hu- 
man s t a n d a r d )  ; c o n t r o l s :  g lyc0gen=26~3  (11) ; IRI=4s24 (17) . 
Rats : l )mothe r  adrenalectomized on day 14, f e t u s e s  de- 
c a p i t a t e d  on day 18 and s t u d i e d  on day 21:glycogen= 
10.0t6  (8)mg/g; IR1=113'16 (8)  ~ U / m l  ( r a t  s t a n d a r d )  ; 2 )  same 
t r ea tmen t  + 100ug c o r t i s o l  a c e t a t e  24hr before :glyco-  
gen=58.4t4 ( l o )  ;IRI=95*29(10);3)controls:glycogen= 
91.322 (4 )  ; IRI=138*21(16)  . The s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
l i v e r  glycogen a r e  n o t  p a r a l l e l e d  by s i m i l a r  v a r i a -  
t i o n s  i n  plasma i n s u l i n .  I f  i n s u l i n  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
glycogen d e p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l i v e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  l i m i -  
t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  d e c a p i t a t e d  f e t u s e s .  

SOMATOMEDIN ACTIVITY IN THE HUMAN HEPATIC VEIN. 
F. G i r a r d ,  R  M. Schim f f ,  C. Lassare ,  M. Oonnadieu. l8 Hop. ~ r o u s s e i u ,  P a r i s  72e.  France.  

B lood  samples were t a k e n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f r o m  t h e  humeral  a r t e r y  
(H.A.) and t h e  h e p a t i c  v e i n  (H.V.) o f  7 ma le  a d u l t s 3 5  Somatomedin 
(SM) a c t i v i t y w a s m e a s u r e d  by t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f  S  I n t o e m -  
b r y o n i c  c h i c k  c a r t i l a g e ,  and g r o w t h  hormone assayed by r a d i o  
~mmuno logy .  I n  9 o u t  o f  10 cases t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  SM i n  t h e  
h e p a t i c  vena l  b l o o d  was found  t o  be s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  a r t e -  
r i a l  b lood+ The mean o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  SM a c t i v i t y  (H.v.-H.A$ 
was + 0,29- 0.10 ( s t a n d a r d  e r r o r )  u n i t s / m l .  T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  h e p a t i c  vena l  b l o o d  y i e l d e d  
a  SM a c t i v i t y  47% ' 16% h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  humeral  a r t e r y .  
I n  t h e  3  cases where a  second p a i r  o f  samples were taken  20 o r  40 
m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t ,  a  s i m i l a r  d i f f e r e n c e  was observed .  How- 
e v e r ,  i n  t h e  11 s u b j e c t s  t e s t e d  f o r  g r o w t h  hormone, no s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  was found  between t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  g r o w t h  hormone 
i n  t h e  2  t ypes  o f  b l o o d .  The o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  h i g h  SM l e v e l s  i n  
t h e  e f f e r e n t  b l o o d  o f  t h e  l i v e r  tends  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  
f i n d i n g s  o f  McConaghey who proposed t h e . l i v e r  as t h e  s i t e  o f  SM 
p r o d u c t i o n .  However, t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  h e p a t i c  plasma 
f l o w  (measured i n  3  cases 6 = 0.810 I / m i n )  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  observed  must  be regarded  as q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e s e  
would i m p l y  a  v e r y  l a r g e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  SM. I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  
measured SM a c t i v i t y  has t o  be d i s c u s s e d .  
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J.L. Van den Brande, U .  He in r i ch ,  M.V.L. Du Caju,  
& van Xale,  C .  Hooqerbrusqe, A.C. van S te i r t eqhem and - - -  . . 
K.  wo l t e r .  
Dpts of  Ped. Univ. Rotterdam and B r u s s e l s ,  and Med. 
Miss.  of CEMUBAC t o  IRmC (Kivu, Z a i r e ) .  

I n  13  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  marasmus o r  kwashiorkor,  plasma SM 
was measured us ing  t h e  po rc ine  c o s t a l  c a r t i l a g e  a s say .  
Non-para l le l i sm (N.P.) due t o  a  shal low s l o p e  preven- 
t e d  u a n t i t a t i o n  i n  many samples.  Resu l t s :  SM- 
d i s t r i % u t i o n :  on admiss ion 4 .20:5; . 2 0  < x 4 .50:3; 
.50 < x  < .80:2, N.P. :3 .  A f t e r  4-6 weeks of  t r ea tmen t :  
low : 6, normal: 1, N.P. : 3 ( 3  had d ied ,  a l l  w i th  
i n i t i a l  SM < . 2 0 ) .  A f t e r  8-10 weeks: low: 3, normal o r  
h igh : 3, N.P. : 3 (one more c h i l d  had d i e d ) .  Mixing 
plasma from 3 u n t r e a t e d  p a t i e n t s  w i th  t h e  s t anda rd  
lowered i t s  a p p a r e n t  potency wi th  35, 67 and 0 %  r e s p .  
Heat ing plasma a f t e r  a c i d i f i c a t i o n  inc reased  i t s  po- 
tency r e l a t i v e  t o  a  s t anda rd  c o n t r o l  from < .12 t o  .65. 
Concl. :  I n  s e v e r e  and c h r o n i c  m a l n u t r i t i o n  h e a t - l a b i l e  
SM-inhibit ing m a t e r i a l  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  plasma, i n i t i a l l y  
p e r s i s t i n g  d u r i n g  t r ea tmen t .  Th i s  may c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
t h e  problems i n  r e v e r t i n g  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  from a  kata-  
b o l i c  t o  an  a n a b o l i c  s t a t e .  

STUDIES ON SOMATOMEDIN IN NEWBORN AND ITS RELATIONSHIP 20 TO THE EXCRETION OF GROWTH HORMONE IN  URINE. 
K. W .  K a s t r u p ,  H. H. Andersen.  C h i l d r e n s  H o s p i t a l ,  

Fuglebakken,  Copenhagen. 
Somatomedin (SM) was de te rmined  i n  c o r d  b l o o d  and m a t e r n a l  b l o o d  
w i t h  t h e  c h i c k  embryo assay .  The r a t i o  c o r d  b lood /mate rna l  b l o o d  
was a round  0.90.  Synchronous v a r i a t i o n s  between t h e  p a i r e d  samp- 
l e s  c o u l d  be demons t ra ted  s u g g e s t i n g  a  p l a c e n t a l  t r a n s f e r .  I n  
p rematu res  low v a l u e s  a round  0.30 u n i t s  SM was found  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
days o f  l i f e ,  w i t h i n  6 days t h e  v a l u e s  were i n  t h e  range  f o r  n o r -  
mal i n f a n t s  - 6  months o f  age.  I n  matu re  i n f a n t s  i n i t i a l  v a l u e s  
abou t  0.70 u n i t s  SM was found  t o  be w i t h i n  normal  range  a f t e r  6 
days o f  l i f e .  Growth hormone e x c r e t i o n  i n  t h e  u r i n e  was d e t e r -  
mined a l s o  i n  p rematu res .  I n  p rematu res  v e r y  h i g h  e x c r e t i o n  was 
found  i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 days o f  l i f e  i . e .  more t h a n  1000 ng/100 m l .  
A f t e r  6 days e x c r e t i o n  o f  100 - 1000 ng/100 ml was found .  I n  
matu res  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x c r e t i o n  i n  t h e  range o f  500 ng/100ml decrea-  
sed t o  l e s s  t h a n  100 ng/lOO ml  i n  one week. The h i g h  e x c r e t i o n  i n  
p rematu re5  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  i m p a i r e d  r e n a l  f u n c t i o n  b u t  a l s o  r e p r e -  
s n e t s  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n .  I t  i s  suggested t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  g r o w t h  hormone i n  t h e  f i r s t  days o f  l i f e  i s  r e l a t e d  
t o  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  SM i n  t h e  newborn. 

S P U D I E S O N ~ P I I L S M A ~ ~ I N m r V r r Y I N m  
NWI'ATAL PERIOD 

L. ~ a & ,  M.V.L. Du Caju, C. PrGYdt and R. Fappaprt 
Unite de Recherche sur l e s  Valadies du M6tablisrre chez 1'Enfant 
Ifspitdl des Ehfants Palades, Paris, FRPJCE. 

Plasm Somtorrdin activity (SM) ms masured i n  noma1 newborns 

by the porcine rib carti lage assay according to Van den Bande 

and Du Caju. Results were cqressed as potency ra t io  related to 

an adult reference standard. The rrran SM in mthers  a t  delivery 

(n = 14)  was 0.26 + 0.19 ( S D ) ,  range 0.10 - 0.83, and was higher 

(p < 0,ol) i n  cord b l d  (n = 14) 0.54 2 0.33, range 0.10 - 1.32 

In newhorns aged from 2 to 10 hours S! was not detectable i n  3  

individual samples and five p l s  of plasim. In 3  others cases 

SM was respectively 0.14, 0.26 and 0.42. The man SM increased 

on day 4  and 5  (0.98 2 0.46, rahge 0.43 to 1.55) i n  six infants. 

After  the age of one mnth the rrean SMwas 0.42 2 0.24, range 

0.10 - 0.89. No in v i m  inhibitory ef fect  could be damnstrated 

in plasmas with low SM activit ies.  

These variations i n  SM might be due to  the early decrease i n  

pl- oestradiol and to  the l a t e r  diminution in  circulating GH. 

AGE-DEPENDENT VARIATION I N  CARTILAGE RESPONSE TO 2 2 SOMATOMEDIN. 

G.R.Beaton and V. S i n g h  

Depar tment  o f  P h y s i o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W i t w a t e r s r a n d ,  
M e d i c a l  School ,  Johannesburg. Sou th  A f r i c a .  2001. 

The r o l e  o'f v a r i a t i o n  i n  end-organ c a r t i l a g e  response  t o  
somatomedin (SM) as  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  g r o w t h  
v e l o c i t y  h a s  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

The response  o f  c o s t a l  c a r t i l a g e  o f  f o e t a l  and p o s t - n a t a l  
r a b b i t s  t o  SM has  been  assessed b y  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  m e a s u r i n g  
3 5 ~  and  ' 3 ~ - t h y m i d i n e  u p t a k e  i n  v i t r o .  C a r t i l a g e  f r o m  r a b b i t s  
o f  known g r o w t h  r a t e  a t  2'3 and 30 days a f t e r  c o n c e p t i o n  
( g e s t a t i o n  33 days),  and a t  1, 7, 17, 28, 39, 64, 90 and more 
t h a n  200 days  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  was s t u d i e d .  An  e x c e l l e n t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween t h y m i d i n e  u p t a k e  and t h e  g r o w t h  v e l o c i t y  
o f  t h e  c o s t a l  c a r t i l a g e  was shown. The u p t a k e  o f  3 5 ~  was a l s o  
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  g r o w t h  v e l o c i t y  and t h e  3 ~ / 3 5 ~  r a t i o  
d e c l i n e d  as  g r o w t h  r a t e  slowed. 

Serum SM o f  each  age g roup  was measured b y  t h e  p o r c i n e  c a r t i l a g e  
t e c h n i q u e  o f  Van den  Brande.  The p o s t - n a t a l  serum SM i n c r e a s e d  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  w i t h  age t o  a n  a d u l t  p l a t e a u .  

T h i s  s t u d y  sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  g r o w t h  v e l o c i t y  o f  c o s t a l  c a r t i l a g e  
is d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  combined e f f e c t s  o f  end-organ r e s p o n s e  and  
serum SM s t i m u l u s .  
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