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The r e s u l t s  of a simple method f o r  eva lua t ing  p e d i a t r i c  
house o f f i c e r  performance and f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
t he  eva lua t ion  a r e  presented.  House o f f i c e r  r a t i n g s  a r e  com- 
pared t o  t h e i r  i n t e r n  matching p l an  rankings and t h e i r  Pedi- 
a t r i c  Board "pre- tes t"  o r  r egu la r  s co res .  F ina l ly ,  a p e d i a t r i c  
f a c u l t y ' s  educat ional  ob jec t ives  a r e  compared t o  performance 
c r i t e r i a .  A performance r a t i n g  between 1 (exce l l en t )  and 4 
(unsa t i s f ac to ry ) ,  which cons i s t ed  of mean scores  of 12 f a c u l t y  
members, was ca l cu la t ed  f o r  each of 27 house o f f i c e r s .  I n t e r -  
r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  was .63 .  The mean house s t a f f  r a t i n g  was 
1.95 + SD .50 (range 1.16 t o  3.15). Cor re l a t ion  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
of four  and f i f t e e n  month r eeva lua t ions  wi th  the  o r i g i n a l  eval- 
u a t i o n  were .938 and .888. S ix  c r i t e r i a  of performance, com- 
pass ion,  knowledge, dependabi l i ty ,  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e ,  teamwork 
and e f f i c i e n c y ,  were independently l i s t e d  by a major i ty  of 
f a c u l t y  members a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  evaluat ion.  Ratings 
c o r r e l a t e d  n e i t h e r  w i th  P e d i a t r i c  Board sco res  nor w i th  i n t e r n  
matching p l an  rankings. Though t h e  f a c u l t y  viewed cogn i t i ve  
s k i l l s  a s  ob jec t ives ,  they expected competent c l i n i c a l ~ f o r m -  
ance t o  r e s u l t  from house s t a f f  t r a i n i n g .  

We conclude t h a t  t o t a l  c l i n i c a l  performance can be repro-  
duc ib ly  r a t e d ,  t h a t  it i s  predic ted n e i t h e r  by Board scores  
nor by matching plan rankings ,  and t h a t  both  cogn i t i ve  andmn- 
cogn i t i ve  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  performance of a p e d i a t r i c  
house off icer ' s  job should be c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  by a p e d i a t r i c  
f acu l ty .  
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From May through Ju ly ,  1973, 283 p e d i a t r i c i a n s  r ep resen t ing  
13  subspec ia l t i e s  a s  we l l  a s  gene ra l  p e d i a t r i c s  answered a 
ques t ionna i r e  which attempted t o  o b t a i n  (1) t h e i r  recommended 
apportionment of new funds f o r  improving c h i l d  hea l th  i n  t h e  
U.S. between ca re ,  r e sea rch  and educat ion,  and (2) t h e i r & g r e e  
of emphasis on va r ious  subdivis ions  of t hese  major ca t egor i e s  
of needs. 90% of t h e  respondents were p r imar i ly  i n  academic 
p e d i a t r i c s  and 10% i n  p r i v a t e  p rac t i ce .  The suggested d i s t r i b -  
u t i o n  of t he  hypo the t i ca l  new funds averaged 43% f o r  ca re ,  32% 
f o r  r e sea rch  and 25% f o r  education. Under ca re ,  t he  t r ans -  
l a t i o n  of knowledge i n t o  p r a c t i c e ,  and r e sea rch  concerningcare 
d e l i v e r y  were r a t ed  highest  and screening techniques lowest.  
Under r e sea rch ,  i nves t iga t ion  of t he  r e l a t i o n  between d i seases  
a f f e c t i n g  c h i l d r e n  and those  a f f e c t i n g  a d u l t s  was considered 
most important,  per inatology nex t  and cardiopulmonary d i seases  
l a s t .  Under education, cont inuing educat ion and t r a i n i n g  
t eache r s  were considered most important i n  t he  use  of newhnds 
and t r a i n i n g  c l i n i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  l e a s t  v i t a l .  Although a 
broad view of needs f o r  improving t h e  h e a l t h  of c h i l d r e n  was 
requested,  most s p e c i a l i s t s  considered t h e i r  own f i e l d  most 
worthy of support.  
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