
The highly folded human cerebral cortex supports 

many of our advanced capacities, including memory, 

language and executive function, and as such has always 

fascinated neuroscientists. Three articles in this month’s 

issue demonstrate the breadth of research that is devoted to cortical 

function. First, in their Review on page 110, Bystron, Blakemore and 

Rakic provide their thoughts on how the standard model of human cortical 

development should be updated to incorporate new findings that add to 

our understanding of the timing and sequence of developmental events in 

the cerebral wall.

In a second Review on page 123, Kanwisher and colleagues consider 

the functional organization of the human cortex, focusing on the ventral 

visual pathway. They discuss whether the specificity for particular stimulus 

categories in areas within the ventral visual pathway reflects maps or 

modules, and examine what particular aspects of these categories confer 

specificity.

Lastly, in his Perspective article on page 148, Luiz Pessoa reviews the 

evidence that cortical areas that are involved in cognitive processes also 

play a part in emotion and, conversely, that areas mediating emotion also 

have a role in cognition. He concludes that functional specialization in the 

brain does not mean that one area maps onto one function, but rather 

that networks of cortical and subcortical areas mediate the expression of 

cognitive and emotional behaviours.

These articles highlight how a combination of different approaches 

— from cellular neuroanatomy to functional imaging and cognitive 

neuroscience — might eventually lead to a unified understanding of 

cortical development and organization.

f r o m  t h e  e d i to r s

naTure reviews | neuroscience	  volume 9 | february 2008 | 77

Editorial officEs 
London NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620; 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
chief	editor: Claudia Wiedemann
associate	editors: Katherine Whalley,  
Leonie Welberg
assistant	editor: Monica Hoyos Flight
copy	editor: Craig Nicholson
art	editor: Kirsten Lee
editoriaL	support	manager:  
Elinor Faulkner
art	controLLer: Susanne Harris
senior	art	editors: Vicky Askew,  
Patrick Morgan
managing	production	editor:	
Judith Shadwell
deputy	production	editor:  
Simon Fenwick
production	controLLer:  
Natalie Smith

editoriaL	assistants: Laura Firman,  
Robert Monk
Web	production	manager,	uK:  
Alexander Thurrell
marKeting	managers: Kellie Lane,  
Leah Rodriguez

ManagEMEnt officEs
London nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building,  
4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
office	manager: Sheryl Ocampo
pubLisher: Hugh Blackbourn
managing	director: Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-chief,	nature	pubLications: 
Philip Campbell
associate	directors:  
Jenny Henderson, Tony Rudland
editoriaL	production	director:  
James McQuat 

production	director: 
Yvonne Strong
director,	Web	pubLishing:  
Timo Hannay
head	of	Web	production:  
Jeremy Macdonald

neW	yorK	nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street,  
9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013-1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
chief	technoLogy	officer:  
Howard Ratner 
director	of	neW	technoLogy:  
Greg Suprock 
head	of	Web	services: 
Anthony Barrera
naturejobs	pubLisher:	Ben Crowe 
head	of	nature	research	&	revieWs		
marKeting: Sara Girard 

toKyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2-37-1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
asia–pacific	pubLisher:	Antoine E Bocquet
manager:	Koichi Nakamura 
asia–pacific	saLes	director:  
Kate Yoneyama 
senior	marKeting	manager:		
Peter Yoshihara 
marKeting/production	manager:  
Takesh Murakami 

india 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
saLes	and	marKeting	manager,	india:	
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2008 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid-free paper

cLaudia	Wiedemann

Katherine	WhaLLey

Leonie	WeLberg

▶	cover:	‘Prickly thoughts’ by Kirsten Lee, 
inspired by the Review on p97.

© 2008 Nature Publishing Group 


	From the editors

