
Applying for a grant from the United States National Institutes 

of Health (NIH) has recently become a rather complicated and 

tedious process for both applicant and reviewer. First-time 

applicants compete with thousands of new and established 

scientists, an experience that can be intimidating and frustrating. The 

level of detail required for the majority of applications — for example, 

the exhaustive budgetary specifications — has been a burden not only 

for applicants, but also for reviewers. Moreover, a grant proposal can 

take up to 18 months to pass through the system, waiting in line behind 

older applications, most of which must go back and forth to applicants for 

amendments before approval. Of course, funding is not guaranteed: the 

NIH receives between 35,000 and 40,000 proposals a year, of which only 

25–30% will eventually be funded. 

On the basis of feedback solicited from the life sciences community on 

the current peer-review system, the NIH plans to revamp the grant-review 

process to encourage innovative research and reward quality science (see 

http://enhancing-peer-review.nih.gov for details). The new practice involves 

shortened applications that should improve the value and transparency 

of the review process and ensure balanced, fair reviewing across scientific 

fields and scientific career stages. Recruiting, training and rewarding 

the best reviewers is also a priority. The new process allows reviewers to 

focus more on the science presented and less on the details of financial 

requests, and compensates them for their time and effort.

Hopefully, the NIH’s changes will not only foster new innovative 

research efforts, but they will also free up some of scientists’ precious time 

— allowing them to spend more time planning experiments, on the bench 

and writing and reading scientific papers.

f r o m  t h e  e d i to r s

nAture reviews | molecular cell biology  volume 9 | AuGust 2008 | 583

▶ cover: ‘Compartmentalization’ by Vicky Askew, 
inspired by the Perspective on p655

Editorial officEs 
London NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620; 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
chief editor: Arianne Heinrichs
senior editor: Ekat Kritikou
AssociAte editor: Francesca Cesari
AssistAnt editor: Asher Mullard
copy editor: Simon Bishop
senior Art editor (nrMcB): Vicky Askew
editoriAL support MAnAger:  
Elinor Faulkner
Art controLLer: Susanne Harris
senior Art editor: Patrick Morgan
MAnAging production editor: 
Judith Shadwell
deputy production editor:  
Simon Fenwick
production controLLer:  
Natalie Smith

editoriAL AssistAnts: Laura Firman,  
Jacques Smit
weB production MAnAger:  
Deborah Anthony
MArketing MAnAgers: Tim Redding,  
Leah Rodriguez

ManagEMEnt officEs
London nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
office MAnAger: Sheryl Ocampo
AssociAte puBLisher: Magdalena Skipper
MAnAging director:  
Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-chief, nAture puBLicAtions: 
Philip Campbell
AssociAte directors:  
Jenny Henderson, Tony Rudland
editoriAL production director:  
James McQuat 

production director: Yvonne Strong
director, weB puBLishing: Timo Hannay
heAd of weB production:  
Alexander Thurrell
nAturejoBs puBLisher: Della Sar

new york nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013-1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
chief technoLogy officer: Howard Ratner 
heAd of internAL systeMs deveLopMent: 
Anthony Barrera
heAd of softwAre services:  
Luigi Squillante
heAd of gLoBAL Advertising, sALes And 
sponsorship: Dean Sanderson
heAd of nAture reseArch & reviews  
MArketing: Sara Girard
Business deveLopMent executive:  
David Bagshaw

tokyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2-37-1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
AsiA–pAcific puBLisher: Antoine E Bocquet
MAnAger: Koichi Nakamura 
AsiA–pAcific sALes director:  
Kate Yoneyama 
senior MArketing MAnAger: Peter Yoshihara 
MArketing/production MAnAger:  
Takesh Murakami 

indiA 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
sALes And MArketing MAnAger, indiA: 
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2008 macmillan Publishers Limited. 
All rights reserved.
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid-free paper

AriAnne heinrichs ekAt kritikou

frAncescA cesAri Asher MuLLArd

© 2008 Macmillan Publishers Limited.  All rights reserved. 


	From the editors

