
We hope that regular readers will have been inspired by our 

content to read an article outside the ‘comfort zone’ of their 

normal area of interest. This blurring of the boundaries 

between research disciplines has led to huge new fields of 

interest, such as immunometabolism. Of course, our physiological systems 

have been multitasking and sharing functions throughout evolutionary history.

Mitochondria provide a prime example of this. Recent research has added 

immunology to the metabolic and cell death interests of these intracellular 

organelles. As Sankar Ghosh and colleagues discuss on p389, mitochondria 

also function as signalling platforms and sources of reactive oxygen species 

for the coordination of innate immune responses to viruses and bacteria with 

the energy requirements of mounting an immune response and the necessity 

to regulate programmed cell death.

On p427, Erica Herzog and colleagues propose that fibrocytes should 

be given greater attention in the study of chronic inflammation. These 

mesenchymal cells are derived from monocyte precursors and share the 

pro-inflammatory properties of macrophages and the pro-fibrotic properties of 

fibroblasts. The association of fibrocytes with disorders such as autoimmunity 

and asthma has not yet been defined at the functional level, and the authors 

suggest that these ‘boundary-pushing’ cells warrant further study.

Nearly two decades ago, it was discovered that sphingosine‑1‑phosphate 

(S1P) can regulate cellular proliferation in response to external stimuli. 

Since then, study of this signalling molecule in the immune system has 

shown that it has important roles in controlling lymphocyte trafficking. 

New research is now hinting that S1P might have broader ‘interests’, in that 

it can also function as an intracellular second messenger and as part of a 

nuclear co-repressor complex (p403).

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R S

EDITORIAL OFFICES 
London NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
Chief editor: Lucy Bird
Acting Chief Editor: Olive Leavy
senior editor: Kirsty Minton
Associate editors: Yvonne Bordon,  
Maria Papatriantafyllou
copy editor: Isabel Woodman
Senior copy editors: Yukie Ozawa,  
Catriona Rodwell, Man Tsuey Tse, Lucie Wootton
copy editing Manager: Lewis Packwood
Art editor : Simon Bradbrook
art controller: Susanne Harris
senior art editors: Vicky Summersby,  
Patrick Morgan, Kirsten Lee
Managing production editor: 
Judith Shadwell
Senior production editor: Simon Fenwick

Production controller: Natalie Smith
Senior editorial assistant: Laura Corns
editorial assistant: Ella Lines
web production manager: Deborah Anthony
marketing managers: Tim Redding,  
Leah Rodriguez

MANAGEMENT OFFICES
London nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
office manager: Laura Firman
Publisher: James Butcher
managing director:  
Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-chief, nature publications: 
Philip Campbell
associate directors: Jenny Henderson,  
Dominic Pettit
editorial production director:  
James McQuat 

production Director:  
Yvonne Strong
director, web publishing:  
Dan Pollock
head of web production:  
Alexander Thurrell

new york nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013–1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
chief technology officer:  
Howard Ratner 
head of Internal Systems Development:  
Anthony Barrera
head of Software services:  
Luigi Squillante
Global head of Advertising and 
Commercial Director: Dean Sanderson
head of nature research & reviews  
marketing: Sara Girard

Tokyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2‑37‑1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162–0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
asia–pacific publishER: Antoine E. Bocquet
manager: Koichi Nakamura 
Asia–pacific sales Director:  
Kate Yoneyama 
senior Marketing manager:  
Peter Yoshihara 
marketing/production manager:  
Takesh Murakami 

INdia 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
sales and marketing manager, India: 
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid-free paper

Kirsty minton

lucy bird Olive Leavy

Maria Papatriantafyllou

Yvonne Bordon

▶ cover: ‘Powerhouse’ by Simon Bradbrook, 
inspired by the Review on p389.
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