
One theory on the etymology of ‘April’ is that this word derives 

from the Latin verb ‘aperire’, meaning ‘to open’, in tribute to 

the opening of flowers as spring begins. Fittingly, the theme 

of opening can apply to several articles in the April issue of 

Nature Reviews Immunology.

In our featured article (p251), David Schatz and Yanhong Ji explain how 

the genetic regions that encode antigen receptors are opened to enable DNA 

binding and cleavage by recombination activating gene (RAG) proteins. This 

is essential for V(D)J recombination; however, lymphoid malignancies can 

result when other genomic regions are inadvertently opened up to the RAGs.

On page 239, John O’Shea and colleagues describe the role of signal 

transducer and activator of transcription (STAT) proteins in keeping  

open (or closed) the genes that are key for different T cell functions.  

Such activity explains why specific STATs are associated with and crucial 

for the functions of distinct T cell lineages.

Can John Semple and colleagues persuade immunologists to open their 

eyes to an overlooked cell type? They discuss how platelets are not merely 

mediators of haemostasis, but can have important immunoregulatory 

functions. And should we open the door to fungi? Luigina Romani argues 

that maintaining friendly relations with these ubiquitous eukaryotes is 

crucial for avoiding fungal diseases; she explains the immune mechanisms 

that allow us to coexist in peace.

Finally, in our Perspective article on page 289, Arne Akbar and Sian 

Henson compare the mechanisms that regulate exhaustion and senescence 

in T cells. They argue that these are distinct processes, regulated 

independently of each other, and discuss the implications of this for 

developing immune-boosting therapies. And now … time to open the issue!

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R S

Kirsty minton

lucy bird olive leavy

maria PaPatriantafyllou

yvonne bordon

EDITORIAL OFFICES 
london NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
chief editor: Lucy Bird
actinG chief editor: Olive Leavy
senior editor: Kirsty Minton
associate editors: Yvonne Bordon,  
Maria Papatriantafyllou
coPy editor: Isabel Woodman
senior coPy editors: Man Tsuey Tse,  
Lucie Wootton
coPy editinG manaGer: Lewis Packwood
art editor : Simon Bradbrook
art controller: Susanne Harris
senior art editors: Vicky Summersby,  
Patrick Morgan, Kirsten Lee
manaGinG Production editor: 
Judith Shadwell
senior Production editor: Simon Fenwick

Production controller: Natalie Smith
editorial assistants: Laura Corns, Ella Lines
web Production manaGer:  
Deborah Anthony
marKetinG manaGers: Tim Redding,  
Leah Rodriguez

MANAGEMENT OFFICES
london nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
office manaGer: Laura Firman
Publisher: James Butcher
manaGinG director:  
Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-chief, nature Publications: 
Philip Campbell
associate directors: Jenny Henderson,  
Dominic Pettit
editorial Production director:  
James McQuat 

Production director:  
Yvonne Strong
director, web PublishinG:  
Dan Pollock
head of web Production:  
Alexander Thurrell

new yorK nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013–1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
chief technoloGy officer:  
Howard Ratner 
head of internal systems develoPment:  
Anthony Barrera
head of software services:  
Luigi Squillante
Global head of advertisinG and 
commercial director: Dean Sanderson
head of nature research & reviews  
marKetinG: Sara Girard

toKyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2‑37‑1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku‑ku, Tokyo 162–0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
asia–Pacific Publisher: Antoine E. Bocquet
manaGer: Koichi Nakamura 
asia–Pacific sales director:  
Kate Yoneyama 
senior marKetinG manaGer:  
Peter Yoshihara 
marKetinG/Production manaGer:  
Takesh Murakami 

india 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
sales and marKetinG manaGer, india: 
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid‑free paper

▶ cover: ‘Building antibodies’ by Simon Bradbrook, 
inspired by the Review on p251.

NATURE REVIEWS | IMMUNOLOGY   VOLUME 11 | APRIL 2011 | 231

© 2011 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved


	From the editors



