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CORRESPONDENCE

In their correspondence, Amalou and 
Wood rightly highlight the transition of 
advanced biopsy and imaging techniques 
from diagnostic to personalized prognos-
tic tools.1 My Perspectives article2 used as 
its illustrative model the non-neoplastic 
disease of pancreatitis, in which determin-
ing susceptibility attributable to germ line 
variations in the DNA sequence is more 
informative than examining pancreatic 
tissue, whether from biopsy or on imaging. 
However, as Amalou and Wood point out, 
in the area of oncology, advanced imaging 
and biopsy techniques for next-generation 
‘omics’ analyses will have a major role in the 
ultimate delivery of personalized medicine. 
For example, studies published in the past 
2 years that examined the heterogeneity 
and evolution of somatic DNA changes in 
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pancreatic3 and other cancers4 have revealed 
dynamic remodelling of the cancer genome. 
In this instance, further development and 
implementation of such imaging and biopsy 
techniques will support the development of 
predictive modelling that might help us to 
identify patients with pancreatic cancer 
early and to improve their treatment. I also 
agree that a focus on the tumour tissue itself 
will be essential for drug discovery and 
personalization in cancer care, although a 
paral lel benefit does not exist in the chronic 
inflammatory conditions that served as the 
focus of my article.
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