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The assembly of colloidal particles is usually attained as a result of random aggregation, but this approach prevents the formation of highly uniform aggregates. A better, if more challenging, approach would be to counteract the Brownian motion in the solution phase to direct the aggregation of nanoparticles. As an effort in this direction, Thrift et al. now report a methodology to make uniform nanoparticle assemblies in which the Brownian fluctuations in solution are tamed in virtue of the presence of a long-range electrokinetic interaction.
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