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)_> Natural philosophers have been form of active matter — can be analysed

— seeing signs of ‘life’ in non-living using the physical scientists’ conceptual

E matter ever since Aristotle. But that tools of statistical mechanics and

s motley enterprise has always been hydrodynamics.

— handicapped by a lack of clarity about Thus active matter shows that

Z what qualifies as life-like. When in 1828  research at the interface of the living

m Robert Brown first saw pollen grains and non-living can be productively

wn dancing in suspension, he imagined pursued without having to bother
that this jiggling activity revealed the with the arbitrary old question of
‘vital force’ animating all matter. But the ~ where to draw the boundary. Equally
association of random motion with heat  valuable is the focusing of attention PHILIP BALL
defeated any easy equivalence of motion  on the mesoscale, the traditional
and life. When 60 years later another regime of colloid science, as a locus system reveals ever-evolving patterns,
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liquid crystals, Ernst Haeckel leapt enervating tug and heat’s crazy kinesin-driven microtubules in mitosis
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in a non-thermal fashion, using free mechanism is subtle, probably a kind coherence; rather, we'll find life, here as
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