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Nobel winners
Jeffrey Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael 
Young were named recipients of the Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine on 2 
October for their work on the body’s circa-
dian rhythm. Using fruit flies, the three sci-
entists isolated a gene—called period—that 
controls the body clock of the fly. They found 
that period encodes a protein, PER, that col-
lects in cells at nighttime but is then degraded 
during the day. This work led them also to 
study the influence of light on circadian 
rhythm and, in turn, allowed the study of 
circadian disorders as they relate to lifestyle. 
Hall and Rosbash are members of the faculty 
at Brandeis University (Hall is professor 
emeritus), and Young is a geneticist at The 
Rockefeller University. 

OCTOBER

Discrimination suit
Two lawsuits were filed on 11 July in the 
California Superior Court in San Diego 
against the Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies, in which Vicki Lundblad and 
Katherine Jones each said that they were sub-
jected to long-standing sexism at the institu-
tion. A third lawsuit with similar complaints, 
including lower pay and lab funding when 
compared to male colleagues, was filed by 
Beverly Emerson on 18 July. The plaintiffs 
are three of five total tenured female profes-

JULY

Transfer trouble
Global pharmaceutical company Allergan 
announced a partnership with the Saint 
Regis Mohawk tribe on 8 September to 
transfer the company’s patents for the 
immunosuppressive drug Restasis (cyclo-
sporine ophthalmic emulsion) to the tribe. 
Allergan is currently facing challenges on 
six Restasis patents from generic com-
petitors, but Native American tribes, as a 
result of having sovereign nation status, are 
immune to patent and intellectual property 
challenges. The agreement involves more 
than $13 million in upfront payments from 
Allergan to the Saint Regis Mohawk tribe. 
As part of the deal, the tribe also licensed 
exclusive rights to the patents back to 
Allergan and, given the tribe’s immunity to 
patent challenges, is currently moving to 
have the cases dismissed. 

SEPTEMBER

Ebola fraud
In two successive tweets on 3 November, the 
International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) confirmed that 
some Red Cross employees had stolen an esti-
mated $6 million in aid during the Ebola crisis 
between 2014 and 2016. The relief agency had 
initially posted a statement about the theft 
in October, but upon getting inquiries from 
media in early November sent out confirma-
tion via social media. Its investigation found 
that former Red Cross employees colluded 
with members of a bank in Sierra Leone to 
steal over $2 million, while fraudulent customs 
exchanges in Guinea led to a loss of more than 
$1 million. Other evidence of fraud, includ-
ing overestimation of the cost of relief items, 
accounted for the remaining nearly $3 million 
in losses. The IFRC has since put in place a 
‘triple-defense’ framework against fraud and 
corruption, a framework that includes limits 
on cash spending as well as mandatory fraud-
prevention training for staff. 

Shraddha Chakradhar

NOVEMBER

than ten years of experience as an NIH-funded 
principal investigator. Currently, despite high 
peer-review scores, many young investigators’ 
proposals are not funded owing to a lack of 
NIH funds. The new fund, which will grow 
to $1.1 billion per year in five years, will help 
ensure that those who score well are funded 
through the new initiative. The hope is that 
this new system will lead to a more equitable 
division of funds, as the NIH estimates that 
currently about 10% of scientists are recipients 
of 40% of available federal funding from its 
coffers. 

Correction
In the November 2017 issue, the story 
“Predictable Response: Finding optimal 
drugs and doses using artificial intelligence” 
(Nat. Med. 23, 1244–1247, 2017) misspelled 
Josep Bassaganya-Riera’s last name in the 
second mention of his work. His last name 
is spelled “Bassaganya-Riera” and not 
“Bassanganya-Riera”. The error has been 
corrected in the HTML and PDF versions of 
the article as of 22 November 2017.

The first US treatment for Chagas disease 
was approved by the FDA on 29 August. 
The FDA gave approval to pharmaceutical 
company Chemo Group for its drug 
benznidazole, which remains one of only 
two drugs worldwide for the parasite-borne 
disease that currently affects roughly 
300,000 people in the US, according to 
the nation’s Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention. The former hedge fund 
manager Martin Shkreli, known for raising 
the price of an antiparasitic drug from 
$13.50 to $750 a tablet overnight, had 
hoped to win approval for benznidazole 
in the US, But the nonprofit Drugs for 
Neglected Diseases Initiative worked with 
Chemo Group to enable them to win US 
approval for the drug first. 

Chagas approval
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AUGUST

sors at the institute (in contrast, there are 28 
tenured male professors) and allege that they 
were denied funding and leadership oppor-
tunities. The Salk Institute has denied the 
allegations made in the lawsuits. 
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