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                Like many other villages in rural Africa, LambarÃ©nÃ© is filled with children infected with intestinal parasites. And like those villages, it too has negligible rates of asthma. LambarÃ©nÃ© is also home to the Albert Schweitzer Hospital, established by the famed doctor himself in 1913, and its medical research unit. For those reasons, the village has become the perfect crucible to test a long-standing theoryâ€”that parasitic worms, despite their ability to maim and kill, shield their victims from asthma and other allergies.
Since 1999, Maria Yazdanbakhsh, a biologist at the University of Leiden in the Netherlands, has tested the theory in a group of LambarÃ©nÃ©'s schoolchildren, about 70 percent of whom were infected with intestinal parasites.


                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                        
     
    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 12 print issues and online access
$209.00 per year
only $17.42 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
            

            
                References
	van den Biggelaar, A.H. et al. J. Infect. Dis. 189, 892â€“900 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	The International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC) Steering Committee. Lancet 351, 1225â€“1232 (1998).

	Bach, J.F. N. Engl. J. Med. 347, 911â€“920 (2002).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Wills-Karp, M., Santeliz, J., Karp, C.L. Nat. Rev. Immunol. 1, 69â€“75 (2001).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mascie-Taylor, C.G. & Karim, E. Science 302, 1921â€“1922 (2003).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	van den Biggelaar, A.H. et al. Lancet 356, 1723â€“1727 (2000).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mangan, N.E. J. immunol. 173, 6346â€“6356 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Akbari, O. et al. Nat. Med. 8, 1024â€“1032 (2002).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Ling, E.M. et al. Lancet 363, 608â€“615 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Wickelgren, I. Science 305, 170â€“171 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	van der Kleij D. et al. J. Biol. Chem. 277, 48122â€“48129 (2002).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Charlotte Schubert is Nature Medicine's News & Views editor, 
Charlotte Schubert


Authors	Charlotte SchubertView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Related links
Related links
Related external links

                    Helminth infections
                  

                    Helminth immunology
                  

                    Maria Yazdanbakhsh
                  


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Schubert, C. News Feature: The worm has turned.
                    Nat Med 10, 1271â€“1272 (2004). https://doi.org/10.1038/nm1204-1271
Download citation
	Issue Date: 01 December 2004

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/nm1204-1271


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Do viral infections protect from or enhance type 1 diabetes and how can we tell the difference?
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Urs Christen
	Matthias G von Herrath


                                
                                Cellular & Molecular Immunology (2011)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Environmental factors in the development of Type 1 diabetes
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Hui Peng
	William Hagopian


                                
                                Reviews in Endocrine and Metabolic Disorders (2007)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Nature Medicine Classic Collection
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Medicine (Nat Med)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-170X (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1078-8956 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
