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Gene expression
Beckman Coulter recently announced the
signing of a distribution agreement with
Array Automation, an affiliate of Affymetrix.
Effective immediately, Beckman Coulter will
distribute Array Automation’s new gene
expression automation system to
Affymetrix’ GeneChip customers through an
early-access program currently underway in
North America. Worldwide distribution to
customers in life science research and molec-
ular pathology laboratories will commence
as the product is commercialized. The gene
expression automation system automates
gene expression processes, including labor-
intensive sample preparation required for
Affymetrix’ single array GeneChip format. A
scalable solution, the system can be
expanded to fully automate the high-
throughput processing demands of
Affymetrix’ new 96-well High Throughput
Array (HTA).
http://www.beckmancoulter.com

PCR
SuperArray Bioscience introduces two new
tools designed to make PCR work easier.
The ReactionReady Sweet PCR master mix is
a lyophilized cocktail containing an orange
tracking dye, allowing users to transfer reac-
tions directly from PCR tubes to agarose gel
wells. All other PCR components are also
included in the mix: just add water, template
and primers. One kit contains enough PCR
master mix for 98 reactions. The SingleGene
PCR kits, on the other hand, are designed to
help users conveniently and easily examine
the expression of individual genes by RT-
PCR. Each kit contains the Sweet PCR mas-
ter mix and a pre-tested, validated
gene-specific primer set that yields a single
band of the predicted size. There is no need
to test several different custom primer pairs.
Enough reagents are included for 24 reac-
tions.
Tel. (+1) 301-682-9200/(+1) 888-503-3187
http://www.superarray.com

Media medley
Bio 101 Systems, part of the Qbiogene fam-
ily, now offers a range of formulations and
variations of its well-known growth media
for yeast and bacterial genetics. The
product line includes pre-mixed media for
working with S. cerevisiae and S. pombe, as

well as general growth media formulations
for YPD/YEPD, YEP, YPAD, YE, YES and
ME mixtures. Synthetic and minimal
defined media formulations, as well as cus-
tom formulations are molecular biology
certified through quantitative and qualita-
tive testing. The products are available in a
variety of package formats, including media
capsules; pre-mixed powders in pouches,
bottles or drums; liquid media; and pre-
poured plates.
Tel. (+1) 760-929-1700/(+1) 800-424-6101
http://www.qbiogene.com

In a spin

Millipore has announced a new DNA purifi-
cation application for its Microcon 30 
centrifugal filter unit. Originally designed
to concentrate, desalt and purify nucleic
acids prior to sequencing or cloning, the
Microcon 30 device has proven equally suit-
able for DNA purification prior to microar-
ray analysis. It rapidly and efficiently
removes unincorporated fluorescent nucleo-
tides and contaminating salts from fluores-
cent DNA probes, without the use of organic
solvents, says Millipore. The disposable
device incorporates a low-binding regener-
ated cellulose membrane and an inverted-
spin sample transfer method to deliver
maximum recoveries. In addition, a patented
dead-stop technology is designed to elimi-
nate the risk of sample dryness. The
Microcon 30 device rapidly concentrates
50–500 µl of sample and offers convenient
sample storage of filtrate in a standard
microfuge collection tube.
Tel. (+1) 1-800-MILLIPORE
http://www.millipore.com/amicon

Vector view
TranSilent Human siRNA vectors are spe-
cially designed and functionally tested con-
structs that reduce transcription factor (TF)
gene expression by up to 90%, according to
Panomics. Researchers can use one of the
company’s targeted TranSilent siRNA vec-
tors or clone their own insert into a
TranSilent control siRNA vector. Each
siRNA vector targets one TF mRNA
sequence. The company currently offers
siRNA vectors targeting c-Fos, c-Myb, GR,
p53, p65 and PPAR. TranSilent siRNA vec-
tors can be used in a wide variety of experi-
mental models. Panomics says, all it takes is
a simple transfection and you can monitor
your system with substantially reduced TF
activity.
Tel. (+1) 877-726-6642 (USA and Canada)
http://www.panomics.com

Stem cell research
Aldefluor, a new stem cell detection 
system manufactured by STEMCO
Biomedical, is now distributed in the North
America and the Asia-Pacific territories
(excluding Japan) by StemCell Tech-
nologies. Aldefluor is a complete research
reagent system that can aid in the identifi-
cation and isolation of viable stem/progen-
itor cells using flow cytometry. The core of
the proprietary technology is a substrate
for aldehyde dehydrogenase (ALDH), an
intracellular enzyme that is highly
expressed in hematopoietic stem cells.
ALDH Bright (ALDHbr), cells that accu-
mulate high concentrations of the oxidized
Aldefluor can then be identified, enumer-
ated, and sorted on any standard flow
cytometer or cell sorter. The reagent
detects stem cells in a range of sources,
including fresh and cryopreserved bone
marrow, umbilical cord and peripheral
blood samples. Additionally, as only viable
cells with an intact membrane can retain
the Aldefluor reaction product, apoptotic
and necrotic cells with leaky membranes
are not counted, according to the company.
Aldefluor is compatible with multiparame-
ter immunophenotyping, and the ALDHbr
population is highly enriched for cells
expressing primitive stem cell surface
markers and with stem/progenitor activity
in vivo and in vitro.
Tel. (+1) 604-877-0713/(+1) 800-667-0322
http://www.stemcell.com
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For DNA purification—see Millipore
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