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                â€œI think we're on the verge of a huge revolution,â€� says David Amaral, director of research at the University of Californiaâ€“Davis's MIND Institute in Sacramento. Amaral adds that nonhuman primates are in many ways preferred over rodents for modeling neurological disorders such as autism. â€œNonhuman primates aren't perfect. They're not a perfect replica of humans, but they are so much closer in terms of their appreciation of social hierarchies, appreciation of facial expressions,â€� he says.
Nonhuman primate models developed with new technologies could help scientists to unearth the root causes of diseases such as autism, Alzheimer's and Parkinson's and provide a better way to test new therapies. But the advent of genetically engineered monkeys also brings new layers of ethical and logistical challenges. And the potential revolution comes at a time when nonhuman primate research is under scrutiny in the US.
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