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Diabetes dilemma
The growing diabetes epi-
demic in developing nations 
is adversely affecting tuber-
culosis eradication measures, 
according to a series of reports 
published on 3 September 
(Lancet Diabetes Endocrinol. 2, 
730–739, 740–753 and 754–
764, 2014). The number of 
tuberculosis cases attributable 
to diabetes in 22 countries 
that have most of the tuber-
culosis burden, including 
countries such as India and 
China, increased from 10% in 
2010 to 15% in 2013.“Diabetes 
prevention will help in tuber-
culosis prevention,” says Knut 
Lonnroth, a senior medical 
officer at the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and one 
of the authors of the series. 
Lonnroth adds that the strate-
gies to combat tuberculosis 
will have to take diabetes into 
account as an important risk 
factor, especially in develop-
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New horizon
As announced on 10 
September, the next European 
commissioner in charge of 
research, science and inno-
vation is likely to be Carlos 
Moedas, Portugal’s secretary of 
state. Assuming his appoint-
ment is approved by the 
European Parliament, he will 
start a five-year term oversee-
ing the use of funds from the 
EU’s €80 billion research pro-
gram known as Horizon 2020. 
Moedas, who holds a degree 
in civil engineering, earned an 
MBA from Harvard Business 
School in Boston and spent a 
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large chunk of his career as an 
investment banker.

Cool off
In a 10 September letter to 
FDA commissioner Margaret 
Hamburg, the Washington, 
DC–based advocacy group 
Public Citizen expressed con-
cern over conflicts of interest 
at the agency’s advisory com-
mittees. “The FDA’s laxity 
regarding the advisory com-
mittee revolving door contrasts 
sharply with its commendable 
recent shift in policy concern-
ing conflict-of-interest waivers 
for committee members,” the 
letter stated. One solution, 
according to Public Citizen, 
is for the FDA to issue a guid-
ance document that specifies 
a “cooling off ” period for core 
advisory group members and 
temporary members so that 
sufficient time elapses between 
their service as a voting mem-
ber and any speaking or con-
sulting roles on behalf of a drug 
sponsor.

Corrections
In the July 2014 issue, the piece “Resurrecting the ‘yuppie 
vaccine’’' (Nat. Med. 20, 698, 2014) stated that “LYMErix 
originated in the late 1980s in a laboratory at the Yale School 
of Medicine at Yale University” and that “[b]y 1992, SmithKline 
Beecham had licensed the vaccine.”  However, it failed to 
mention the work of a team of German researchers, including 
Markus Simon and Ulrich Schaible at the Max Planck Institute 
and Michael Kramer and Reinhard Wallich of the University 
of Heidelberg, who published initial key findings laying the 
groundwork for the LYMErix vaccine against Lyme disease. The 
error has been corrected in the HTML and PDF versions of this 
article.

In the September 2014 issue, the piece “Blood feud: The debate 
over how long blood lasts” (Nat. Med. 20, 979–982, 2014) stated 
that proteins in stored blood “can scavenge nitrous oxide” and 
that “nitrous oxide might tighten blood vessels.” However, the 
story should have referred to nitric oxide, not nitrous oxide. The 
error has been corrected in the HTML and PDF versions of this 
article.

ing countries, to achieve a 
95% reduction in tuberculosis 
deaths by 2035, as per the 
new goals set by the Stop TB 
Partnership, a Geneva-based 
consortium of organizations 
working for the eradication of 
tuberculosis.

Brain change
Antidepressants change the 
neuronal architecture of the 
brain within three hours 
of a dose, much faster than 
previously thought, accord-
ing to a study published on 
18 September (Curr. Biol. 
doi:10.1016/j.cub.2014.08.024, 
2014). A single dose of 
Lexapro (escitalopram), a 
commonly prescribed sero-

freely available, a group of six 
medical charities in the UK, 
including the Wellcome Trust, 
launched the Charity Open 
Access Fund on 3 September. 
The fund will collect more 
than £12 million ($19.5 million) 
that researchers can use to make 
their articles based on research 
funded by the participating 
charities free for others to read. 
“Research is all about outcomes 
and practical benefits for 
patients,” says Stephen Simpson, 
director of research at Arthritis 
Research UK in Derbyshire, 
one of the participating chari-
ties, “so it’s vitally important 
that published research has the 
greatest possible access and 
availability to all.” Researchers 
can apply through their respec-
tive universities to access the 
funds.

tonin reuptake inhibitor made 
by Forest Laboratories, which 
in July was acquired by New 
Jersey–based Actavis, caused 
a decrease in connectivity in 
most parts of the brain but an 
increase in the connections 
within the cerebellum and the 
thalamus. “The increase in 
connectivity found in the thal-
amus and cerebellum may be 
of particular relevance for the 
excitability of the many seroto-
nergic projection neurons that 
terminate in the thalamus,” 
says Julia Sacher, a neuroscien-
tist at Max Planck Institute for 
Human Cognitive and Brain 
Sciences in Leipzig, Germany, 
who coauthored the study.
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