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                In 2006, clinical trial developer Paula Williamson was trying to set up a standard study comparing two asthma drugs. When she met with the chief investigators, however, she realized that they were unsure exactly what their trial should measure. She turned to previous studies and reviews to get some clarity but found that few assessed the same outcomes, and most included completely unique ones.
Williamson, a statistician at the University of Liverpool, UK, was shocked. â€œIt was clear that there wasn't a core outcome set,â€� she says, referring to a list of the minimum measurements that all clinical studies in a given field should record. It became increasingly clear to her that in many areas of medicine, studies select what they measure in isolation, making it impossible to directly compare their results and leading to redundancies in research. â€œThe status quo is wasting huge amounts of research money,â€� she says.
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