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experimental RNA samples, the arrays pro-
vided in the kit, and a SuperArray Probe
Synthesis Kit. An array containing the equiva-
lent mouse genes will be available soon.
www.superarray.com
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Array technology

The new A2 protein microarray platform
from Beckman Coulter is designed for the
measurement and quantitation of multi-
plexed immunoassays. The A2 system is based
on a microplate design that allows the identi-
fication of 13 different analytes in each well of
a 96-well plate. It is part of the ProteomeLab
family and is intended for drug discovery
applications and for research into disease
pathways. The complete system includes
prespotted A2 microarray 96-well plates,
Universal Linker reagent kits and the new A2

reader and software. Each well of the A2

microarray plates is prespotted with 13 differ-
ent oligonucleotide sequences (ssDNA),
which act as tags, or specific locators, of mul-
tiplexed assays. To ensure the reliability of the
assay, each of these different analyte-specific
oligosequences, plus a 14th control oligo, are
printed in each well in triplicate, for a total of
42 spots per well. Complementary DNA
strands are coupled and bound to selected
antibodies and serve as tethers, or spacers,
locating the specific test to an x–y coordinate
in the well and allowing reactions to occur off
the surface of the microarray.
Tel. (+1) 714-871-4848
www.beckmancoulter.com

Protein array platform from 
Beckman Coulter.

The Human Cardiovascular Disease Gene
Array II from SuperArray Bioscience is
designed to analyze the relative expression
of 96 atherosclerosis-related genes.
Multiple biological processes are involved in
atherosclerosis such as cell adhesion, inflam-
mation, growth and apoptosis. Each of these
pathways is represented on the array. The com-
pany says that both in vivo and in vitro studies
have demonstrated that the genes on this array
are important for the onset, progression and
prevention of atherosclerosis. Through a sim-
ple side-by-side hybridization, researchers can
simultaneously determine the expression pro-
file of these endothelial cell genes by using their

Bench-top pipetting
system

Aquarius is the new automated, multi-chan-
nel pipetting system from Tecan that makes
optimal use of lab space and can be used for a
wide variety of applications in genomics and
drug discovery. The system uses both 96- and
384-well pipetting heads and has the built-in
flexibility to use fixed and disposable 96-well
manifolds interchangeably. It is designed for
medium-to-high throughput sample dispens-
ing for compound logistics, assay development
and primary and secondary drug screening
processes, as well as PCR and sequencing reac-
tion set-up procedures used in genomics.
Tel. (+41) (0) 1-922-88-88
www.tecan.com

The age of Aquarius—see Tecan.

Transfection tools

siPORT XP-1 is Ambion’s new transfection
reagent that delivers both plasmid DNA and
PCR products into a variety of mammalian
cell types. It is designed to complement the
pSilencer siRNA expression vectors and
Silencer Express siRNA expression cassette
kits. Comprised of a proprietary formulation
of polyamines, the reagent is said to exhibit
low toxicity and can be used in the presence or
absence of serum.
Tel. (+1) 512-651-0200
www.ambion.com

Percent gene expression in selected cell lines
using Ambion's siPORT XP-1 reagent.

Vectors

The Protease (PS)-deleted adenovirus vector
from Qbiogene for the production of second-
generation recombinant adenovirus combines
deletions of early and late genes to provide a
safe and non-disseminating virus. The system is
suitable for short-term, high-level expression of
transgenes and for in vivo applications where
safety is critical, says the company. The new
adenovirus vector is deleted for the essential PS
late gene involved in cell entry, virion assembly
and maturation. The PS-deleted genome can
also be used in conjunction with ectopic
expression of the PS gene in a transfer vector
with a stated 100% positive selection efficiency,
thus facilitating the construction of adenovirus
libraries for use in functional genomic studies.
Tel. (+1) 760-929-1700
www.qbiogene.com

Qbiogene's new protease-deleted 
adenovirus vector.

On a roll

Wheaton Science Products has introduced a
compact roller culture system that takes up
a minimum amount of incubator space. The
unit can accommodate two vessels of varying
sizes from 108 to 121 mm diameter and up to
290 mm in length. If required, the basic unit
can be expanded to accommodate four or six
vessels by the addition of one or two, two-
place deck kits. In addition to research proj-
ects, these units provide the means to produce
cells for live-cell assays, determine culture
conditions before moving to a larger scale sys-
tem and produce seed cultures for production.
Tel. (+1) 856-825-0400
www.wheatonsci.com/html/index.jsp

Benchtop roller culture system.
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