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ON THE MARKET

MICROARRAY PARAPHERNALIA

InnoGenex has introduced tissue mi-
croarrays for high-throughput screening
of the in situ gene expression for target
validation. The microarrays are available
from diseased and normal human tissues,
and mouse and rat normal tissues. These
histologically characterized slides are in-
tended for the rapid screening of in situ
differential expression of genes, identify-
ing novel antibody markers, animal
model studies, or for any other applica-
tion that would use traditional tissue sec-
tions. Low-density arrays contain 20 to 50
elements per slide; high-density arrays
have 100–200.
Tel. (+1) 925-543-1400
Fax (+1) 925-543-1405
www.innogenex.com

The new NEN TSA microarray labeling
and detection kits are designed to allow
researchers to use as little as 0.5–1.0 µg
total RNA starting sample — a 100- to 200-
fold decrease compared to conventional
cDNA labeling protocols, says Perkin-Elmer
Life Sciences. This is said to allow differen-
tial gene expression analysis on minute
samples, such as tissue biopsies. The kits

enable two-color fluorescent hybridization
on the same slide and come in three ver-
sions: one that contains enough reagent
for 10 labeling reactions, one for 40 label-
ing reactions, and one that contains
reagents for 10 labeling reactions, two
2,400-gene microarray glass slides and two
practice slides.
Tel. (+1) 617-482-9595
Fax (+1) 617-482-1380
www.perkinelmer.com/lifesciences

HIT PICKING

The new Biomek FX Hit Picking Solution
from Beckman Coulter is an automated sys-
tem designed to rapidly transfer ‘hits’
for subsequent compound screening
applications. A new software wizard pro-
vides a quick and easy tool for developing
the appropriate labware handling and
pipetting methods. The Biomek FX system
can be configured with one or two liquid
handling arms and a flexible array of sta-
tions. Pipetting options include multi-
channel and the new independent
eight-channel pipettors, both of which can
be integrated into a single system. The for-
mer is available with interchangeable 96-
channel, or new 384-channel disposable tip
pipetting heads. Automated labware posi-

tioners, such as a shaker, stirrer, tip washer
and barcode reader, facilitate the optimum
configuration of labware on the deck for
each assay or protocol. All of the supported
labware functions can be performed di-
rectly on the deck, in up to 20 plate posi-
tions. Stacker carousels can be added for
increased walkaway automation.
Tel. (+1) 714-871-4848
Fax (+1) 714-773-6611
www.beckmancoulter.com

GENE EXPRESSION ANALYSIS

Imaging Research, a majority owned sub-
sidiary of Amersham Pharmacia Biotech,
has announced today the availability of
version 6.0 of ArrayVision — software
for the analysis of gene expression
arrays. This new version incorporates
new features that enable true auto-align-
ment for high-throughput fluorescent
array processing and automatic export to
ArrayStat, the company’s statistical in-
formatics program for gene expression
arrays. ArrayVision 6.0 features automa-
tion wizards and alignment algorithms
for walk-away batch processing. The pro-
gram automatically finds the array, cal-
culates array rotation, positions the
template and aligns each spot for analy-
sis. Additional features include simpli-
fied gene name import for clone
tracking, and automatic and rapid export
to a variety of file formats, including
XML and Microsoft Excel.
Tel. (+1) 905-688-2040
Fax (+1) 905-685-5861
www.imagingresearch.com

Tissue 
microarrays
for high-
throughput
screening.

System for
automated
high-speed
hit picking.
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