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                But even as targeted therapy becomes commonplace for cancer, there are few large-scale data sets that connect the results of next-generation sequencing (NGS) testsâ€”and the consequent targeted therapyâ€”with patient outcome. Success stories are often isolated anecdotes confined to large academic centers, and there is no centralized database with information that spans multiple cancer types to help scientists to better understand which targeted therapy, if there is one, is most likely to yield a positive clinical outcome. Consequently, although genetic testing can reveal druggable mutations, doctors lack the robust evidence needed to make crucial treatment decisions.
To combat this issue, some major groups, including the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) and the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), have begun to launch large-scale projects to gather data that could enable clinicians and researchers to discern how well targeted therapies work for cancer. One group even hopes to serve as a long-term data-collection operation that could someday unite the other organizations working to generate evidence.
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