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A collection of four studies cast 
doubt over whether xenotropic 
murine leukemia virus–related 

virus (XMRV) is indeed linked to chronic 
fatigue syndrome, as suggested about a 
year before. The papers chronicled ways in 
which laboratory contamination could have 
falsely produced this connection, including 
the discovery that mouse cell lines used in 
key experiments contained murine leukemia 
virus, which can be mistaken for XMRV 
(Retrovirology 7, 108, 109, 110, 111, 
2010).

Dec 
20

researchRewind

A new study of 1,055 families 
found that women were about 40% 
more likely than men to inherit 

a possible genetic risk factor for multiple 
sclerosis, potentially explaining why more 
women get the disease (Neurology 76, 242–
246, 2011).

Jan 
5

A small study involving 80 
participants with irritable bowel 
syndrome came to the surprising 

conclusion that placebos still work even if 
people know that the pills are fake. Whereas 
35% of the untreated group reported 
improvements in their condition over time, 
59% of those given what they knew was a 
placebo said they felt better (PLoS One 5, 
e15591, 2010).

Dec 
22

On the basis of their review 
of electroencephalogram data 
and medical reports, scientists 

proposed that general anesthesia resembles 
more of a drug-induced coma than a deep 
sleep (N. Engl. J. Med. 363, 2638–2650, 
2010).

Dec 
29

An analysis of data from five studies 
involving nearly 4,000 women with 
breast cancer found that those 

taking Avastin face a small but significantly 
higher risk of heart failure than their 
counterparts who received placebos (J. Clin. 
Oncol. doi:10.1200/JCO.2010.32.9060, 
2011). The results are another blow to the 
top-selling cancer drug, which US regulators 
recently recommended against using for 
breast cancer.

Jan 
4

An analysis of scalp samples from 
hair transplantation procedures 
found that those taken from 

balding areas had fewer hair progenitor 
cells, suggesting that baldness may result 
from a stem cell problem (J. Clin. Invest. 
doi:10.1172/JCI44478, 2011).

Jan 
4

Children born within a year of an 
older sibling are three times more 
likely to develop autism as those 

born at least three years after, according 
to a study of nearly 663,000 second-
born children (Pediatrics doi:10.1542/
peds.2010-2371, 2011).

Jan 
10

Splitting pills can cause a splitting 
headache. Researchers asked five 
volunteers to split eight different 

drug tablets by three different methods and 
found that more than a third of the resulting 
dosages deviated by more than 25% of the 
intended amount (J. Adv. Nurs. 67, 26–32, 
2011).

Jan 
5

A comparison of blood samples 
from six people with Alzheimer’s 
disease with samples from six 

individuals with Parkinson’s and six healthy 
controls identified two antibodies that might 
accurately diagnose Alzheimer’s (Cell 144, 
132–142, 2011).

Jan 
7

Using short hairpin RNA to block 
viral enzymes, scientists generated 
transgenic chickens that could get 

the H5N1 avian flu but could not spread the 
disease to other birds (Science 331, 132–
133, 2011).

Jan 
14

An inexpensive blood clotting 
drug, tranexamic acid, used to 
treat heavy menstrual periods, 

could cause a 10% reduction in death 
rates of trauma patients suffering from 
excessive bleeding, according to a review 
of two trials (Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. 
doi:10.1002/14651858.CD004896.pub3, 
2011).

Jan 
19

By attaching small interfering 
RNA molecules to short strands 
of RNA known as aptamers, 

researchers created an effective HIV therapy 
that wiped out the virus in mice that had 
humanized immune systems. The approach 
also protected mice from the drop in T 
cell counts normally associated with AIDS 
symptoms (Sci. Trans. Med. 3, 66ra6, 
2011).

Jan 
19

Corrections
In the January 2011 issue of Nature Medicine, 
the article entitled “Funds go toward 
biomedical business incubators in Mexico” 
(Nat. Med. 17, 7, 2011) specified that UNAM 
scientists had donated 15 million pesos of 
their own money into a fund for startup 
companies; however, the correct amount 
was 5.5 million pesos. Additionally, the 
piece incorrectly stated that Biohominis 
created the H1N1 diagnostic kits, when in 
fact this was done by scientists at UNAM’s 
Biotechnology Institute. Last, the National 
Science and Technology Council did not 
provide funding for the development of the 
H1N1 kits as stated in the text. The errors 
have been corrected in the HTML and PDF 
versions of the article.

In the January 2011 issue of Nature Medicine, 
the article entitled “Scarred by disease” 
(Nat. Med. 17, 18–20, 2011) stated that the 
STX-100 compound from Stromedix is a 
small-molecule drug. However, the drug is 
actually a monoclonal antibody. The error 
has been corrected in the HTML and PDF 
versions of the article.
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