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prestigious. Instead of replacing 
federal funding, the two work 
in synergy, explains David 
Gorenstein, associate dean for 
research at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Houston 
(UTHealth) Medical School. “One 
helps fund the other, and then 
you become more competitive,” he 
says. “Te focus is to really make 
the Houston area, and Texas in 
general, one of the major cancer 
research centers in the country."

Translational medicine — 
getting new drugs and therapies 
into clinical use — is a major 
focus for CPRIT. It encourages 
universities and research institutes 
to recruit talent from industry 
to work alongside academics. 
“[You need] a diferent skill-set 
to understand what it takes 
to develop a new antibody 
or small-molecule drug and 
translate it into a clinical efort,” 
says Gorenstein. “It takes large 
teams and major investments.”

As well as expanding the state’s 
research capabilities and creating 

high-quality jobs, CPRIT also 
attracts top talent to Texas through 
its Scholar in Cancer Research 
Program, which provides support 
for faculty at all levels from 
junior professors to established 
investigators. CPRIT has helped 
universities to fund 56 scholars 
so far, contributing 50 percent 
of each compensation package. 
“We are bringing people from all 
over the country to Texas to make 
us number one,” Gimson says.

Te close collaboration between 
institutions in Texas helps ensure 
that CPRIT funds make the 
biggest possible impact. For 
example, in March 2011 it awarded 
more than US$12 million to the 
Gulf Coast Consortia (GCC), 
which comprises Baylor College 
of Medicine, Rice University, 
the University of Houston, the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston, the University 
of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston and the University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. Te GCC used the funds 

to launch a high-throughput 
drug screening programme that 
provides its researchers with 
equipment and processes usually 
only available to scientists in large 
pharmaceutical companies.

Universal ambition

Te state’s commitment to research 
is a welcome boost for many Texan 
institutions, both public and private. 
“Te economic climate in our 
country, Texas included, has made it 
harder to get philanthropic support 
in virtually every institution,” 
says James Willerson, president 
and medical director of the 
Texas Heart Institute at St Luke’s 
Episcopal Hospital in Houston.

With the help of state funding, 
tier-one Texas A&M continues to 
build upon its established research 
strengths. “We are focused on 
maintaining and trying to match 
our excellence in agriculture and 
engineering with new capacities 
in the life and biomedical 
science arenas,” says Seemann. 

Texas Tech, located in Lubbock 

in north-west Texas, is planning 
to invest strategically in 13 areas 
including renewable energy, 
neuroscience, bioinformatics and 
cancer research. “Our internal 
goals are very integrated with the 
desires of the state,” Eighmy says. 
Te university will also need a 
million square feet of additional 
space, adds Bailey, much of that 
devoted to research labs. Plans 
are in place to establish a research 
park on the western edge of 
the campus, with construction 
scheduled to start in 2013.

Although Texas Tech and the 
University of Houston won the race 
for NRUF funds, their fellow ERUs 
are still working toward this goal, 
and the state’s institutions recognize 
the need for a team efort. “One of 
the reasons why these programmes 
work well in Texas is that we 
collaborate,” says UTHealth’s 
Gorenstein. “We're still competitive 
but we also realize that working 
together makes us successful.” ■
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The future of medicine, today.

Numbers are just part of our story. To find 

out more about available opportunities,

go to utsouthwestern.edu. 

There are compelling numbers that support the success of UT Southwestern Medical Center as a premier 

research and medical institution:

Currently, there are some 3,500 research projects under way, fueled by more than $400 million a year in research funding. 

Nearly 4,600 medical, graduate, and health professions students, residents, and postdoctoral fellows train here each year – 

in more than 30 residency programs and over 60 clinical subspecialty/fellowship programs.

Excellence, by the numbers.

5
Nobel Prize recipients 

since 1985 

(including a 2011 winner)

19
Members of the 

National Academy of 

Sciences on faculty

12
Howard Hughes 

Medical Institute 

investigators on campus

19
Members of the 

Institute of Medicine 

are faculty members
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