
hysician-scientist Dr David M Virshup's research on cancer
treatment targeting the proliferation of cancer stem cells
spells new hope for cancer patients.

Dr Virshup who is from the US, came to Singapore a year ago to
join the newly opened Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School Singapore
where he is Director of the Cancer and Stem Cell Biology programme.

Prior to his arrival here, Dr Virshup was involved in research targeting
the proliferation of cancer stem cells as a potential treatment for
many common cancers such as colon, liver, breast cancers and
leukaemia. Research in this area is still very new and there is much
more that needs to be done before the drugs make it to the patients.

Given his expertise and experience, Dr Virshup is one of the awardees
of the newly introduced Singapore Translational Research
Investigator award (STaR). For this award, he will receive a
generous S$5 million grant over five years for his research on cancer
treatment. Dr. Virshup feels that stable multi-year funding is key to
encouraging the strongest research, by allowing higher risk and
higher yield projects to be undertaken.

For his research under STaR, Dr Virshup will be working on developing
small molecule inhibitors of Wnt signalling - which is a complex
network of proteins well known for their role in cancer. Wnt signalling
is also important in cell proliferation and stem cell maintenance.

Dr Virshup completed his clinical training in Paediatrics and Paediatric
Haematology/Oncology at Johns Hopkins. He was most recently an
Investigator at the Huntsman Cancer Institute at the University of
Utah before moving to Singapore.

On his decision to come to Singapore, Dr. Virshup said: “I was very
attracted by the opportunity to help establish a pioneering graduate

medical school in Asia.” And, he is looking forward to
helping train physician-scientists like himself.

P

Call for STaR is now open
Visit www.nmrc.gov.sg

The Singapore Translational Research
Investigator Award (StaR) is a programme
under the Singapore's Biomedical Sciences
Initiative Phase II to boost the pool of clinician
scientists and translational researchers in
Singapore.

This prestigious award aims to recruit
and nurture world-class clinician scientists
to undertake cutting edge translational
and clinical research (TCR) in Singapore.
Some will also lead or contribute to the
development of national flagship research
programmes which are oriented around
strategic disease areas.

Bringing along their research experience,
STaR investigators will serve as catalysts to
foster strong collaborations between research
groups and institutions locally and
internationally. They will also act as mentors
for younger researchers.

The award is for a period of up to five years
and includes funding for salary, an annual
budget for research support and a one-time
start up grant. The amount varies according
to the proposals submitted by the
Investigators. Four renowned translational
and clinical researchers, including Dr Virshup,
formed the inaugural batch of STaR. They
were awarded in May 2008 in Singapore.

Reach for the

STaRs

JP171377R

Sinapore Spotlight.indd   5Sinapore Spotlight.indd   5 20/10/08   11:17:0220/10/08   11:17:02



JP171428R

Sinapore Spotlight.indd   6Sinapore Spotlight.indd   6 20/10/08   11:17:0320/10/08   11:17:03



JP171321R

JP171374R

Sinapore Spotlight.indd   7Sinapore Spotlight.indd   7 20/10/08   11:17:0420/10/08   11:17:04



Local Address.Local Address.
Global Perspective.Global Perspective.

National University National University 
of Singaporeof Singapore

Seize the opportunity, challenge yourself, and achieve research 
excellence among the world’s best. Apply through our website 
today at http://www.ngs.nus.edu.sg.http://www.ngs.nus.edu.sg.

APPLICATIONS OPEN YEAR ROUND

NUS Graduate School for NUS Graduate School for 
Integrative Sciences and EngineeringIntegrative Sciences and Engineering
Tel: +65 6516 1480
Email: ngsenquiry@nus.edu.sg
Website: http://www.ngs.nus.edu.sg

National University of Singapore Graduate School for National University of Singapore Graduate School for 
Integrative Sciences and Engineering (NGS)Integrative Sciences and Engineering (NGS)
The home of cutting-edge, cross-disciplinary PhD Research and Graduate EducationThe home of cutting-edge, cross-disciplinary PhD Research and Graduate Education

Research-Intensive PhD at NGSResearch-Intensive PhD at NGS

NGS offers generous, full PhD scholarships to talented NGS offers generous, full PhD scholarships to talented 
students students withwith strong research potential in science, engineering strong research potential in science, engineering, , 
computing computing and related aspects of medicine. All students and related aspects of medicine. All students 
have access to ample have access to ample resources, a world-class infrastructure, resources, a world-class infrastructure, 
and receive supervision from top flight academics. Coursework and receive supervision from top flight academics. Coursework 
is tailored to individual student needs and interests.is tailored to individual student needs and interests.

What We OfferWhat We Offer

• •  Four-Year PhD programme Four-Year PhD programme
•  •  Full Fees, Monthly Stipend of S$3,200 Full Fees, Monthly Stipend of S$3,200 

(approximately USD 2,500)(approximately USD 2,500)
•  Allowances for ITware, books and International Conferences•  Allowances for ITware, books and International Conferences
•  •  No bondNo bond
•  •  Cross-disciplinary research at the forefront of science,Cross-disciplinary research at the forefront of science, 

engineering, computing, and related aspects of medicineengineering, computing, and related aspects of medicine
•  •  Opportunities for PhD research projects based both in Opportunities for PhD research projects based both in 

Singapore, and the USA/Europe/Japan/ChinaSingapore, and the USA/Europe/Japan/China

Examples of Research AreasExamples of Research Areas
(Please refer to our website for the complete list)(Please refer to our website for the complete list)

EngineeringEngineering
Biomolecular, Chemical, Computer, Electrical, Environmental, Biomolecular, Chemical, Computer, Electrical, Environmental, 
Manufacturing, Mechanical, Materials, Nanotechnology, Manufacturing, Mechanical, Materials, Nanotechnology, 
RoboticsRobotics

Information TechnologyInformation Technology
Bioinformatics, Computational Science, Info-communications, Bioinformatics, Computational Science, Info-communications, 
Interactive Digital MediaInteractive Digital Media

Life SciencesLife Sciences
Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology, Developmental Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology, Developmental 
Biology, Genetics, Genomics, Lipidomics, Proteomics, Biology, Genetics, Genomics, Lipidomics, Proteomics, 
Immunology, Pharmacology, Physiology, Regenerative Immunology, Pharmacology, Physiology, Regenerative 
Medicine, Stem-Cell ResearchMedicine, Stem-Cell Research

Physical SciencesPhysical Sciences
Biophysics, Chemistry, Physics (Atomic, Computational, Biophysics, Chemistry, Physics (Atomic, Computational, 
Experimental, Fluid Dynamics, Nano, Particle, Quantum Experimental, Fluid Dynamics, Nano, Particle, Quantum 
Mechanics, Solid State), Structural SciencesMechanics, Solid State), Structural Sciences
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NUS Graduate School for 
Integrative Sciences and Engineering

National University of Singapore Graduate School for 
Integrative Sciences and Engineering (NGS)
The home of cutting-edge, cross-disciplinary PhD Research and Graduate Education

Research-Intensive PhD at NGS

NGS offers generous, full PhD scholarships to talented 
students with strong research potential in science, engineering, 
computing and related aspects of medicine. All students 
have access to ample resources, a world-class infrastructure, 
and receive supervision from top flight academics. Coursework 
is tailored to individual student needs and interests.

What We Offer

•  Four-Year PhD programme
•  Full Fees, Monthly Stipend of S$3,200 

(approximately USD 2,500)
•  Allowances for ITware, books and International Conferences
•  No bond
•  Cross-disciplinary research at the forefront of science, 

engineering, computing, and related aspects of medicine
•  Opportunities for PhD research projects based both in 

Singapore, and the USA/Europe/Japan/China

Examples of Research Areas
(Please refer to our website for the complete list)

Engineering
Biomolecular, Chemical, Computer, Electrical, Environmental, 
Manufacturing, Mechanical, Materials, Nanotechnology, 
Robotics

Information Technology
Bioinformatics, Computational Science, Info-communications, 
Interactive Digital Media

Life Sciences
Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology, Developmental 
Biology, Genetics, Genomics, Lipidomics, Proteomics, 
Immunology, Pharmacology, Physiology, Regenerative 
Medicine, Stem-Cell Research

Physical Sciences
Biophysics, Chemistry, Physics (Atomic, Computational, 
Experimental, Fluid Dynamics, Nano, Particle, Quantum 
Mechanics, Solid State), Structural Sciences
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NPG Language Editing is a high-
quality English language editing 

service for researchers preparing 
papers for publication in scientifi c 
and medical journals.  Our focus is 
on improving the clarity and sense 
of the written manuscript, so that 

your research results stand out.

Visit languageediting.nature.com 
for your 10% welcome discount.
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