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            Gene expression can be an indicator of cellular state, and studies characterizing variation in gene expression have been useful on the cellular level. Two new studies now provide the first direct demonstration of the successful use of the multidimensionality of gene expression to dissect the genetic architecture of complex diseases.
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                    Figure 1: Genetic basis of disease-related quantitative traits.[image: ]



                


                
            

            
                References
	Dixon, A.L. et al. Nat. Genet. 39, 1202â€“1207 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Monks, S.A. et al. Am. J. Hum. Genet. 75, 1094â€“1105 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Morley, M. et al. Nature 430, 743â€“747 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stranger, B.E. et al. Science 315, 848â€“853 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stranger, B.E. et al. Nat. Genet. 39, 1217â€“1224 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Goring, H.H. et al. Nat. Genet. 39, 1208â€“1216 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Moffatt, M.F. et al. Nature 448, 470â€“473 (2007).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Chen, Y. et al. Nature 452, 429â€“435 (2008).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Emilsson, V. et al. Nature 452, 423â€“428 (2008).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Austin, C.P. et al. Nat. Genet. 36, 921â€“924 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Cohen, J.C. et al. Science 305, 869â€“872 (2004).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Emmanouil T. Dermitzakis is at the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute, Wellcome Trust Genome Campus, CB10 1SA Cambridge, UK. md4@sanger.ac.uk, 
Emmanouil T Dermitzakis


Authors	Emmanouil T DermitzakisView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Dermitzakis, E. From gene expression to disease risk.
                    Nat Genet 40, 492â€“493 (2008). https://doi.org/10.1038/ng0508-492
Download citation
	Issue Date: May 2008

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/ng0508-492


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Inferring Gene Regulatory Networks from a Population of Yeast Segregants
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Chen Chen
	Dabao Zhang
	Min Zhang


                                
                                Scientific Reports (2019)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Estimating the causal tissues for complex traits and diseases
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Halit Ongen
	Andrew A Brown
	Emmanouil T Dermitzakis


                                
                                Nature Genetics (2017)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Gene expression and proteinâ€“protein interaction data for identification of colon cancer related genes using f-information measures
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Sushmita Paul
	Pradipta Maji


                                
                                Natural Computing (2016)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Extensive alterations of the whole-blood transcriptome are associated with body mass index: results of an mRNA profiling study involving two large population-based cohorts
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Georg Homuth
	Simone Wahl
	Tanja Zeller


                                
                                BMC Medical Genomics (2015)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Decoding the informational properties of the RNA polymerase II Carboxy Terminal Domain
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Jim Karagiannis


                                
                                BMC Research Notes (2012)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Genetics (Nat Genet)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-1718 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1061-4036 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	protocols.io
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
