







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Genetics]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature genetics

	news & views

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News & Views
	Published: 24 February 2011



                    The long and winding road from correlation to causation

                    	Michel Georges1Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Genetics

                        volumeÂ 43,Â pages 180â€“181 (2011)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        730 Accesses

                    
	
                        14 Citations

                    
	
                            12 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Crohn's disease
	Disease genetics


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Follow-up studies of a Crohn's disease risk locus encompassing IRGM have revealed unexpected complexity. A new study shows that a synonymous variant in the IRGM coding region alters a binding site for miR-196 and modulates IRGM-dependent autophagy, adding to the list of possible mechanisms by which this locus influences disease risk.
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                    Figure 1: Association signals in the 5q33 region from a recently conducted meta-analysis of Crohn's disease.[image: ]
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