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Mutant of the Month

March’s MoM, B’s Barn Willy Wonka, will be back on his feet
just as soon as his muscles relax. It takes longer for the fainting
goat to do this than it would for other goats because he carries a
A885P substitution in the C terminus of CLC-1, the major skeletal
muscle chloride channel. This is an excellent animal model for
Thomsen (dominant) myotonia congenita. Recessive mutations

in the same gene cause Becker myotonia. A single-nucleotide
substitution has thus made a unique contribution to animal
domestication and
simultaneously
provides an inbuilt
sensor for an
animal’s welfare.
When startled, or
when attempting a
sudden movement,
the animal will
stiffen and often
fall over. Because
the mutation
affects only skeletal muscle, the goat remains conscious. The
mutation was first noticed in Marshall County, Tennessee in

the early 1800s, and these gentle, well-muscled little animals
with their prominent eyes have since acquired an enthusiastic
following (http://www.rfaintingfarm.com/), including American
Tennessee and International Fainting Goat Associations. Whether
you are currying favor with the kids or vice versa, speak nicely
to these beasties: the mention of their other common name,
Tennessee Meat Goats, might just scare them stiff.
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Orthography for orthologs

Wouldn’t it be convenient if the symbols for mouse genes were the same
as those of their human equivalents? The Mouse Genomic Nomenclature
Committee  (http://www.informatics.jax.org/mgihome//nomen/
index.shtml) is working closely with the HUGO Gene Nomenclature
Committee (HGNC) to achieve just this aim. The HGNC’s recently
redesigned website (http://www.gene.ucl.ac.uk/nomenclature/) pro-
vides definitive guidance in naming newly recognized human genes,
loci and chromosomal regions, and it bristles with search functions
for interrogating those genetic entities that have already been defined.
These tools allow researchers to expedite publication by meeting jour-
nals’ criteria for gene labels before review. Stable and standard symbols
are essential if a publication is to be useful to other researchers, a point
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that is becoming more acute as an increasing proportion of studies
entail automated database searches. By way of an additional incentive
for compliance, the HGNC will be awarding prizes of subscriptions to
Nature Reviews Genetics and to this journal for the two posters at the
10" Human Genome Meeting in Kyoto this April that make correct use
of the largest number of approved gene symbols. MA

Ernst Mayr, 1904-2005

Ernst Mayr, one of the leading evolutionary biologists of the twentieth
century, died on February 3 at the age of 100. Mayr was an architect
of the modern evolutionary synthesis positing that evolution acts at
the level of genes, phenotypes and populations and helped bring the
entire field to prominence. The Harvard professor was best known for
evolutionary theories on how new species arise through diversification
and natural selection, as represented in the landmark book Systematics
and the Origin of the Species, published in 1942. In this book, Mayr for-
mulated the concept of species, defined as a group with the ability to
interbreed exclusively with other members of the group, and proposed
that species originate when populations become isolated and are allowed
to evolve different traits (‘isolating traits’) that prevent interbreeding.
Mayr started his career as a medical student in Germany before emigrat-
ing to the United States to serve as curator at the American Museum of
National History in the 1930s and 1940s. Mayr then joined Harvard
University and became a prominent and active faculty member, serving
as director of Harvard’s Museum of Comparative Zoology from 1953 to
1961. Mayr was founder of the Society of the Study of Evolution in 1946
and served as the first editor of its journal, Evolution. He received many
prizes, including the National Medial of Science in 1970, the Balzan Prize
in 1983, the International Prize for Biology in 1994 and the Crafoord
Prize in 1999. OB

“When people ask me what is really your field, 50 years

or 60 years ago, without hesitation, | would have said I'm
an ornithologist. Forty years ago | would have said I'm

an evolutionist. And a little later | would still say I'm an
evolutionist, but | would also say I'm an historian of biology.
And the last 20 years, | love to answer, I'm a philosopher of
biology.” —Ernst Mayr

thick we shes f
see dther p¢ “\‘ f

<

“Infectious Humor”

NATURE GENETICS | VOLUME 37 | NUMBER 1 | JANUARY 2005

217



	Touching base


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004e00500047002000570045004200200050004400460020004a006f00620020004f007000740069006f006e0073002e0020003100350030006400700069002e002000320032006e0064002000530065007000740065006d00620065007200200032003000300034002e002000500044004600200031002e003400200043006f006d007000610074006900620069006c006900740079002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 782.362]
>> setpagedevice


