







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Genetics]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature genetics

	news & views

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News & Views
	Published: 27 January 2011



                    A cornucopia of maize genes

                    	Chris Haley1Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Genetics

                        volumeÂ 43,Â pages 87â€“88 (2011)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        389 Accesses

                    
	
                        8 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Agricultural genetics
	Genome-wide association studies
	Natural variation in plants


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Two studies illustrate that with the appropriate resources and scale of study, most of the heritability of complex traits in maize is not missing, but can be located within the genome. Given that maize is one of the world's most important crop plants, this has implications for feeding a growing population with minimum carbon footprint as well as for understanding the genetics of complex traits in a range of species.
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                    Figure 1: Linkage and association mapping in maize.[image: ]
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