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            Current models of Mycobacterium tuberculosis latency presume very low mycobacterial replication and mutation rates. In contrast to these models, a study reporting whole-genome sequencing of mycobacteria isolated from infected macaques shows that the mutational capacity of M. tuberculosis during latency is not reduced, a finding with important implications for tuberculosis research and control.
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                    Figure 1: Comparison of M. tuberculosis replication and mutation rates within a macaque host with active TB disease or latent infection.[image: ]Marina Coral
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