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                To the Editor:
The genomes of two turtle species, the Chinese soft-shell turtle (Pelodiscus sinensis) and the green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), were recently reported to lack the gene for the hunger-stimulating peptide hormone ghrelin1. Because ghrelin is one of only a few appetite-stimulating signals from the gastrointestinal tract, it would be surprising if it were missing in these turtles, especially as a ghrelin-encoding sequence has previously been reported for the red-eared slider turtle Trachemys scripta elegans2. We therefore performed BLAST searches in the turtle genome databases using the preproghrelin amino acid sequences from the red-eared slider turtle and human as queries (for details on materials and methods, see the Supplementary Note).
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                    Figure 1: Amino acid sequence alignment of predicted preproghrelin sequences.[image: ]
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