







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Genetics]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature genetics

	news & views

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News & Views
	Published: 27 January 2012



                    The persistence of a silent memory

                    	Mikel Zaratiegui1 & 
	Robert Martienssen2Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Genetics

                        volumeÂ 44,Â pages 118â€“119 (2012)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        1206 Accesses

                    
	
                            2 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Gene silencing
	RNAi


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            One of the most striking properties of RNA interference (RNAi) in Caenorhabditis elegans is its persistence in offspring after the triggering double-stranded RNA (dsRNA) has disappeared. A new study reveals that a heterochromatic silencing mark is deposited around the targets of RNAi and is transmitted through generations. These results show that RNAi can induce stable and heritable chromatin modifications in animals.
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                    Figure 1: A model for transgenerational transcriptional silencing in C. elegans.[image: ]
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