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AUSTRALIA
The country’s Gene Technology Regulator 
proposes that plants, microbes and animals 

produced from the genome editing technique called 
site-directed nuclease-1 (SDN-1) should not be 
regulated as GMOs because the possible changes can 
occur naturally. The regulator also concludes that RNA 
interference should not be considered gene technology 
in some circumstances, meaning certain affected 
organisms would not be GMOs.

INDONESIA
Indonesia approves the commercialization of 
its first GM crop, a sugarcane containing the 

betaine gene, developed by the state-owned sugar 
company, PT Perkebunan Nusantara XI. The biotech 
crop expresses an osmoprotectant compound that was 
introduced by Agrobacterium tumefaciens–mediated 
transformation and can produce 10–30% more sugar 
than conventional, parental lines under drought 
conditions. 

KENYA
President Uhuru Kenyatta tells the ministries 
of Health; Agriculture; and Industry, Trade 

and Cooperatives to explore the possibility of farming Bt 
cotton to revive the country’s once thriving cotton 
farming and textile industry. Years of neglect and the 
introduction of secondhand clothes have led to the 
collapse of both cotton ginneries and textile factories, 
and the sector has crumbled. 

PHILIPPINES
The International Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI), home of the world’s largest rice 

collection, receives permanent funding of $1.4 million a 
year in perpetuity from the Crop Trust to ensure the 
conservation and sharing of 136,000 rice varieties from 
all over the world. IRRI scientists use rice samples from 
the seed bank to develop breakthroughs tailored to 
environmental challenges such as drought and flooding, 
which are already threatening key rice-producing 
regions.

Around the world in a month
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CORRECTION
In the November 2018 issue, Table 1 in the News Analysis “Wnt is back in drugmakers’ sights, but is it druggable?” listed SM04554 as a Wnt pathway 
inhibitor; in fact, it is a Wnt pathway activator.
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