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Around the world in a month

BRAZIL
Rio de Janeiro–
based labo-

ratory Bio-Manguinhos 
partners with the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
to produce a combined 
measles and rubella vac-
cine for export to Africa, 
Asia and Latin America. 
The vaccine is expected to 
reach the market by 2017.

SPAIN
Spain remains the leading producer 
of GM corn in the EU, according to 

a USDA Foreign Agricultural Service report. In 
2013, Spanish GM corn acreage together with 
Portugal’s, accounts for more than 90% of the 
total EU area planted with MON810 corn.

SOUTH AFRICA
The government releases a draft patent policy intended 
to bring the country’s laws in line with the World Trade 

Organization’s TRIPS agreement. Changes include transitioning 
from a patent registration system to one with substantive search and 
examination capabilities, and introducing measures for issuing  
compulsory licenses in a public health emergency.

ITALY
Beta Renewables opens its 
advanced cellulosic ethanol plant in 

Crescentino. The facility will produce ethanol 
annually from grain straw and giant cane using 
enzymatic conversion technology provided by 
Novozymes.

MEXICO
The Carlos Slim Foundation pledges $74 million to 
continue a collaboration between the Broad Institute, 

Mexico’s National Institute of Genomic Medicine and the Carlos 
Slim Health Institute. The initiative to apply genomic medicine 
to address diseases that affect Latin America launched in 2010 
with an initial $65-million investment from the Slim Foundation.

 MALAYSIA
Acritaz Greentech licenses 
US-based Cool Planet 

EnergySystems’ biomass conversion technol-
ogy to build multiple biofuel plants in Malaysia 
beginning in 2014. Acritaz plans to invest as 
much as $60 million to develop the first plant.
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