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              Changes in food production and regulation
            
The US strategy of protection for the food system, as mapped out in the Homeland Security Presidential Directive/ HSPD-9 of January 30, 2004, presupposes that in striving to protect production, processing, food storage and delivery systems within US territory, a credible line of defense will be created to protect the food chain and encourage a thriving agricultural economy. In fact, US agriculture has undergone dramatic change. For crops, 'farm to fork' no longer is confined to a regionally based agricultural system, but now encompasses a highly integrated and consolidated global undertaking. For livestock, 'hoof to home' now takes on a new meaning that includes a high concentration of production, specialization of calf operations, long distance shipping and massive feedlots averaging thousands of head marketed per facility1, for both domestic and international consumption2. These commercial developments have resulted in previously unimaginable production and handling efficiencies in domestic and export markets3.
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