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P-U-B-L-I-C-A-T-I-O-N-S

ease. The theoretical and practical
aspects of induced resistance 1n plants
are addressed by J. Kuc, focusing on
the plant’s unique “immune” system.
Plant cell transformation systems are
reviewed by L. Willmitzer, while in
another chapter 1. Sela addresses a
critical issue: how can the genes in-
volved in disease resistance be identi-
fied?

This book provides recent informa-
tion and a number of very good re-
views of some alternative approaches
to plant disease control. While many
of the control measures described are
not practical at this time, the contrib-
utors have provided insights into
overcoming technical challenges,
from efficient root colonization by
fluorescent Pseudomonads to trans-
fer of desirable genes from one plant
to another. It should be useful to
students, researchers, plant scientists,
and microbial ecologists.

Sally A. Miller, Ph.D., is the manag-
er of plant pathology for Agri-Diag-
nostics Associates in Cinnaminson,
New Jersey.

AN IDEAL TOOL

Dialog: Medical Connection. A Refer-
ence Information Retrieval Service.
$145.00. (Dialog Information Serv-
ices, Inc., Palo Alto, CA: 1987).

o my mind an ideal tool is
both simple to use and rich
in applications. Medical
Connection is such a tool.
The very first time I slipped the com-
munications software disc into my
IBM, I was able to effectively locate a
diverse array of bibliographical infor-
mation, scan the abstracts of papers,
and store that information for later
print-out. As someone normally shy
of computers, I found the mistake-
proof, menu-driven programs that al-
lowed me to accomplish this to be
nothing short of remarkable.
Without having to read or unravel
“anything” other than the instruction
to type configure and enter identifica-
tion codes and telephone numbers, I
could access all the major data-bases
covering the biological and medical
sciences, as well as those having the

more general media-coverage of
these fields. Somewhat surprisingly,
after a few uses in this “menu-mode,”
I found myself becoming impatient at
having to run through all the menu
choices, which just a few hours before
had seemed magical. I thus steeled
myself for a plunge into the manual
to find out how to use the more
esoteric “command-mode.”Instead of
turgid prose, I discovered a clearly
written, easy-to-follow set of instruc-
tions and a good discussion of differ-
ent search-strategies and how to exe-
cute them. It was not long before I
was able to undertake “advanced
searching”—restricting or broaden-
ing my topic, searching specific dat-
base fields, like journal name or au-
thor, saving a search in one data-base
to use in another, or getting online
help.

A subscription to Medical Connection
seems well worth the price for anyone
who makes frequent use of library
information retrieval services.

Harvey Bialy, Ph.D., is the research
editor of Bio/Technology.
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